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Water-Data Report 2013 

13088000 SNAKE RIVER AT MILNER, ID 
Upper Snake Basin 

Upper Snake-Rock Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°31′41″, long 114°01′04″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.29, T.10 S., R.21 E., Twin Falls County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17040212, Milner quad., on left bank 200 ft downstream from highway bridge at Milner, 0.4 mi downstream from Milner Dam, and at 
mile 638.7. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--17,180 mi²,  approximately, excluding indeterminate nontributary area on Snake River Plain. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1909 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1317. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1347: 1909-12, 1915-16, 1942-44, 1946-48. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,062.9 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to May 28, 1919, nonrecording gages at slightly different sites and 
datums. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by American Falls Reservoir, Lake Walcott, Milner Lake, and other reservoirs having a combined usable capacity of about 
4,700,000 acre-ft. The flow at this site represents combined flow to Snake River from stations 13087995 Snake River Gaging Station at Milner and 
13087505 Lower Milner Power Plant, which began operation November 1992. Considerable water leaks into the Snake River Plain aquifer above 
station. Diversions above station for irrigation of about 1,990,000 acres, of which about 504,000 acres are irrigated by withdrawals from ground 
water, and about 436,000 acres are irrigated below station. Return flow in large part enters Snake River between Milner and King Hill stations. Prior 
to 1993 water year, at times, practically entire flow was diverted during irrigation season. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
UNREGULATED PERIOD (1909-1926): Maximum discharge prior to regulation by American Falls Dam, 40,000 ft³/s June 21, 1918, gage height, 19.9 ft, 

site and datum then in use; minimum daily, 8.0 ft³/s Aug. 22, 1924. 
REGULATED PERIOD (1927 to current year): Maximum daily discharge since regulation began in 1927, 31,200 ft³/s June 21, 1997; minimum daily, 0.16 

ft³/s Oct. 23, 2009. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily discharge, 2,740 ft³/s May 4; minimum daily, 0.0 ft³/s many days. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13088000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 499 519 730 558 0.00 979 2,400 0.00 1,490 0.00 
2 0.00 0.00 500 498 730 532 0.00 2,300 2,080 0.00 1,490 0.00 
3 0.00 0.00 523 488 729 532 0.00 2,500 1,270 0.00 1,490 0.00 
4 0.00 0.00 542 508 730 530 0.00 2,740 289 0.00 1,500 0.00 
5 0.00 0.00 558 512 695 530 0.00 2,490 0.00 0.00 1,500 0.00 

6 0.00 0.00 618 511 646 529 0.00 2,350 0.00 0.00 1,500 0.00 
7 0.00 0.00 643 510 632 530 0.00 2,390 0.00 0.00 1,700 0.00 
8 0.00 0.00 643 511 633 530 0.00 2,380 0.00 0.00 1,810 0.00 
9 0.00 0.00 624 510 632 529 0.00 2,250 0.00 0.00 857 0.00 

10 0.00 0.00 601 510 632 529 0.00 2,240 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

11 0.00 0.00 597 510 632 530 0.00 2,250 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
12 0.00 0.00 598 510 633 529 0.00 2,250 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
13 0.00 0.00 598 510 630 528 0.00 2,320 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
14 0.00 0.00 598 510 630 530 0.00 2,350 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
15 0.00 156 598 509 630 529 0.00 2,360 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

16 0.00 255 597 509 630 529 0.00 2,370 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
17 0.00 256 598 510 631 528 0.00 2,370 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
18 0.00 256 597 510 629 529 0.00 2,360 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
19 0.00 257 596 511 630 528 0.00 2,370 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
20 0.00 359 596 509 593 528 0.00 2,370 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

21 0.00 452 596 510 588 180 0.00 2,340 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
22 0.00 453 595 510 588 0.00 0.00 2,370 0.00 721 0.00 0.00 
23 0.00 417 576 509 588 0.00 0.00 2,360 0.00 1,510 0.00 0.00 
24 0.00 310 531 510 545 0.00 0.00 2,360 0.00 1,480 0.00 0.00 
25 0.00 310 521 511 533 0.00 0.00 2,370 0.00 1,490 0.00 0.00 

26 0.00 309 520 510 533 0.00 0.00 2,370 0.00 1,490 0.00 0.00 
27 0.00 309 520 511 535 0.00 0.00 2,360 0.00 1,500 0.00 0.00 
28 0.00 419 520 656 553 0.00 0.00 2,340 0.00 1,490 0.00 0.00 
29 0.00 500 519 726 --- 0.00 0.00 2,380 0.00 1,490 0.00 0.00 
30 0.00 500 520 730 --- 0.00 0.00 2,360 0.00 1,490 0.00 0.00 
31 0.00 --- 519 730 --- 0.00 --- 2,400 --- 1,490 0.00 --- 

Total 0.00 5,518.00 17,661 16,588 17,520 10,797.00 0.00 71,999 6,039.00 14,151.00 13,337.00 0.00 
Mean 0.00 184 570 535 626 348 0.00 2,323 201 456 430 0.00 
Max 0.00 500 643 730 730 558 0.00 2,740 2,400 1,510 1,810 0.00 
Min 0.00 0.00 499 488 533 0.00 0.00 979 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Ac-ft 0.00 10,940 35,030 32,900 34,750 21,420 0.00 142,800 11,980 28,070 26,450 0.00 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1909 - 1926, BY WATER YEAR (WY) (UNREGULATED) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 4,553 5,806 4,968 4,620 5,090 5,336 6,204 9,891 12,300 3,849 743 1,736 
Max 9,500 8,147 6,978 5,721 6,306 10,970 14,650 17,920 29,230 15,650 4,899 8,457 
(WY) (1913) (1913) (1910) (1910) (1911) (1910) (1910) (1910) (1909) (1909) (1909) (1912) 
Min 9.45 3,711 3,326 2,924 3,737 3,238 857 13.5 12.0 11.4 9.97 10.1 
(WY) (1925) (1920) (1920) (1917) (1917) (1920) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1915) (1924) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1909 - 1926 

Annual mean  a5,206   
Highest annual mean  8,042 1  
Lowest annual mean  2,424 1  
Highest daily mean  39,800 Jun 21, 1  
Lowest daily mean  8.0 Aug 22, 1  
Annual seven-day minimum  8.3 Aug 21, 1  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  3,772,000   
10 percent exceeds  11,200   
50 percent exceeds  4,700   
90 percent exceeds  16   
a Statistics 1909-1926 are prior to regulation by American Falls Dam. 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1927 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,614 2,318 2,913 3,381 3,454 3,641 4,676 3,936 3,800 1,000 520 549 
Max 9,887 12,660 11,450 13,960 18,740 19,930 19,380 16,770 23,580 6,069 4,021 6,778 
(WY) (1985) (1985) (1984) (1984) (1997) (1997) (1971) (1984) (1997) (1927) (2011) (1997) 
Min 0.00 142 281 360 213 87.0 0.00 2.81 1.65 0.70 0.40 0.00 
(WY) (2013) (1935) (1937) (1938) (1938) (1934) (2013) (1990) (1992) (2004) (2003) (2012) 

 
SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1927 - 2013 
Annual total  701,143.35    b173,610.00    
Annual mean  1,916    476    2,642   
Highest annual mean    9,432 1984  
Lowest annual mean    156 1935  
Highest daily mean  9,190 Apr   8   2,740 May   4   31,200 Jun 21, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 May   5   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 May   5, 2012  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 May   5   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 May   5, 2012  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  1,391,000    344,400    1,914,000   
10 percent exceeds  4,900    1,500    8,400   
50 percent exceeds  600    0.00    713   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    12   
b Since regulation by American Falls Dam. 
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