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Water-Data Report 2013 

12392155 LIGHTNING CREEK AT CLARK FORK, ID 
Pend Oreille Basin 

Lower Clark Fork Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°09′06″, long 116°10′54″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.3, T.55 N., R.2 E., Bonner County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17010213, Clark Fork quad., on left bank at Clark Fork, 500 ft upstream from Idaho Highway 200 bridge, and 1.1 mi upstream from 
mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--118 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1988 to September 1990, June 1991 to current year. Miscellaneous measurements made at this site 1974-78, 1987-88. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2010: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 2,093.66 ft above NGVD of 1929.  Prior to Nov. 27, 2007 at site 490 ft. downstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges,which are poor.  Station equipment includes satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 16,400 ft³/s Nov. 6, 2006, gage height, 11.75 ft, from rating curve extended above 9,340 ft³/s, 
on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow; no flow Sept. 14 to Oct. 12, 2001. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Indirect determination for peak of May 27 or 28, 1948 was 5,100 ft³/s, 5 mi upstream. Indirect determination 
for peak of January 1974 was 5,530 ft³/s, 5 mi upstream. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 3,810 ft³/s June 20, gage height, 13.58 ft; minimum daily, 6.5 ft³/s Oct. 13, 14. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12392155
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 8.0 506 684 150 114 97 607 845 1,470 612 43 17 
2 7.8 491 702 142 110 142 803 782 1,410 542 77 16 
3 8.1 402 700 125 108 197 939 837 1,470 471 77 16 
4 7.7 588 690 133 107 178 1,010 1,010 1,530 396 53 16 
5 7.5 485 1,460 137 107 164 1,730 1,260 1,580 335 46 16 

6 7.4 395 1,070 131 112 165 2,100 1,560 1,820 291 41 15 
7 7.3 431 864 131 109 171 1,640 1,960 1,900 255 37 15 
8 7.2 357 696 129 106 162 1,270 2,330 1,680 239 35 15 
9 7.1 306 585 151 104 157 1,010 2,580 1,480 213 33 15 

10 6.9 260 521 154 101 155 923 2,820 1,290 194 32 15 

11 6.8 233 471 136 99 153 942 2,890 1,150 172 31 14 
12 6.6 217 436 128 96 163 832 3,120 1,040 156 29 14 
13 6.5 205 402 122 100 287 811 3,450 916 141 29 14 
14 6.5 206 374 121 98 370 698 e2,800 824 130 27 13 
15 98 187 351 120 94 489 625 e2,200 731 121 26 13 

16 165 174 332 117 95 549 559 1,800 744 111 25 13 
17 77 168 333 110 97 552 509 1,670 788 104 24 12 
18 44 233 305 110 92 469 474 1,780 798 97 22 165 
19 33 276 282 106 91 407 562 1,670 1,060 90 22 123 
20 29 1,170 266 103 90 405 780 1,650 2,550 85 20 47 

21 26 1,120 252 99 89 429 867 1,900 1,740 77 19 33 
22 25 774 238 94 92 368 765 2,420 1,140 72 19 27 
23 24 605 231 100 91 332 696 1,780 914 67 18 57 
24 25 646 218 104 86 304 646 1,440 837 62 17 61 
25 24 536 205 104 85 285 651 1,250 1,060 58 17 87 

26 25 450 195 123 83 270 770 1,160 1,090 55 17 71 
27 26 395 187 114 79 265 1,080 1,240 968 52 17 51 
28 44 355 179 112 78 271 1,150 1,380 852 50 18 239 
29 221 339 172 106 --- 309 1,140 1,540 776 48 17 1,220 
30 491 505 163 103 --- 375 974 1,730 689 45 17 1,200 
31 964 --- 157 103 --- 457 --- 1,510 --- 43 17 --- 

Total 2,442.4 13,015 13,721 3,718 2,713 9,097 27,563 56,364 36,297 5,384 922 3,630 
Mean 78.8 434 443 120 96.9 293 919 1,818 1,210 174 29.7 121 
Max 964 1,170 1,460 154 114 552 2,100 3,450 2,550 612 77 1,220 
Min 6.5 168 157 94 78 97 474 782 689 43 17 12 
Ac-ft 4,840 25,820 27,220 7,370 5,380 18,040 54,670 111,800 72,000 10,680 1,830 7,200 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1989 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 95.1 323 252 227 205 293 774 1,542 1,160 238 43.5 39.2 
Max 381 1,374 1,242 570 1,133 950 1,352 2,258 2,279 945 240 326 
(WY) (1998) (1996) (1996) (2002) (1996) (2007) (2012) (2008) (2012) (2011) (2004) (2004) 
Min 6.31 22.4 9.21 8.60 6.36 85.7 233 1,031 230 58.2 8.92 0.89 
(WY) (2003) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2008) (1994) (1992) (1992) (2003) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1989 - 2013 
Annual total  228,320.9    174,866.4    
Annual mean  624    479    433   
Highest annual mean    716 1996  
Lowest annual mean    194 2001  
Highest daily mean  4,270 Apr 26   3,450 May 13   10,500 Nov   7, 2006  
Lowest daily mean  6.5 Oct 13   6.5 Oct 13   0.00 Sep 14, 2001  
Annual seven-day minimum  6.8 Oct   8   6.8 Oct   8   0.00 Sep 14, 2001  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  452,900    346,800    313,400   
10 percent exceeds  1,880    1,420    1,310   
50 percent exceeds  218    179    152   
90 percent exceeds  18    17    15   
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