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Water-Data Report 2013 

12359800 SOUTH FORK FLATHEAD RIVER ABOVE TWIN CREEK, NEAR HUNGRY HORSE, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 

South Fork Flathead Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 47°58'45", long 113°33'38" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.36, T.26 N., R.16 W., Flathead County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010209, Flathead National Forest, on left bank 0.1 mi downstream from Tin Creek, 0.4 mi upstream from Twin Creek, 36.3 mi 
southeast of Hungry Horse, and at river mile 42.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,160 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1964 to September 1982, October 1984 to current year (no winter records). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,575 ft, referenced to the North American Vertical Datum of 1988. 

REMARKS.--Records are good. No known regulation or diversions occur upstream from station. Bureau of Reclamation satellite telemeter is located at the 
station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific conductance were made during the year. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of June 8, 1964, reached a stage of 20.87 ft, from high-water profile; discharge, 50,900 ft³/s, by slope-
area measurement of peak flow. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12359800
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 270 1,100     1,480 3,860 7,750 4,220 722 402 
2 269 1,080     1,860 3,400 7,430 3,990 731 396 
3 281 984     2,460 3,260 7,770 3,750 751 389 
4 285 943     2,990 3,240 8,000 3,500 722 387 
5 283 954     3,690 3,350 8,160 3,020 690 381 

6 279 1,060     4,650 4,330 9,060 2,640 666 379 
7 277 1,140     4,550 6,240 10,900 2,360 640 402 
8 277 1,330     3,970 8,580 12,600 2,180 621 404 
9 277 1,260     3,330 10,700 12,100 2,090 602 421 

10 274 1,130     2,990 13,300 11,000 1,920 596 418 

11 269 1,000     2,790 14,100 9,370 1,790 596 402 
12 268 938     2,610 15,900 8,870 1,690 592 383 
13 269 871     2,490 20,700 8,380 1,590 577 372 
14 277 829     2,320 25,400 7,440 1,490 562 362 
15 292 775     2,140 18,000 6,310 1,400 542 355 

16 360 723     1,970 13,100 5,790 1,310 525 350 
17 406 684     1,820 10,600 5,880 1,250 513 343 
18 373 662     1,760 9,450 6,440 1,230 501 385 
19 343 641     1,680 9,650 7,240 1,190 486 480 
20 358 687     1,700 9,170 7,220 1,150 473 464 

21 376 990     1,870 10,100 6,340 1,090 463 433 
22 362 1,070     1,760 11,800 5,210 1,040 456 411 
23 361 962     1,700 12,500 4,590 996 448 404 
24 346 951     1,650 10,800 4,410 952 440 401 
25 332 938     1,660 8,890 4,580 914 429 408 

26 321 852     1,820 7,710 4,910 881 428 424 
27 319 720     2,540 7,950 4,760 845 423 416 
28 335 706     3,870 8,430 4,620 815 418 412 
29 458 716     4,800 9,060 4,630 789 416 466 
30 993 759     4,500 9,800 4,390 766 416 588 
31 1,100 ---     --- 8,930 --- 739 413 --- 

Total 11,290 27,455     79,420 312,300 216,150 53,587 16,858 12,238 
Mean 364 915     2,647 10,070 7,205 1,729 544 408 
Max 1,100 1,330     4,800 25,400 12,600 4,220 751 588 
Min 268 641     1,480 3,240 4,390 739 413 343 
Ac-ft 22,390 54,460     157,500 619,400 428,700 106,300 33,440 24,270 
Cfsm 0.31 0.79     2.28 8.68 6.21 1.49 0.47 0.35 
In. 0.36 0.88     2.55 10.02 6.93 1.72 0.54 0.39 

 
 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1965 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY)* 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 562 701 514 479 520 588 2,523 7,714 8,376 2,762 768 555 
Max 1,878 3,098 1,323 1,197 2,285 1,342 5,288 12,580 15,940 9,727 1,576 1,853 
(WY) (1986) (1990) (1976) (1974) (1971) (1972) (2012) (1997) (2011) (2011) (2011) (1985) 
Min 225 204 249 207 201 252 464 4,738 2,522 844 339 245 
(WY) (1988) (1988) (1972) (1980) (1980) (1980) (1975) (1977) (1987) (1977) (1988) (1988) 
*During periods of operation October 1964 to September 1982, October 1984 to current year (no winter record). 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1965 – 2013* 
Annual mean    2,310   
Highest annual mean    2,988 1971  
Lowest annual mean    1,175 1977  
Highest daily mean  18,000 Apr 27   25,400 May 14   29,500 Jun 16, 1974  
Lowest daily mean  268 Oct 12   268 Oct 12   135 Jan 29, 1980  
Annual seven-day minimum    155 Jan 26, 1980  
Maximum peak flow   27,500 May 14   30,200 Jun 16, 1974  
Maximum peak stage   14.26 May 14   15.20 Jun 16, 1974  
Instantaneous low flow    a127 Nov 30, 1979  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)    1,673,000   
Annual runoff (cfsm)    1.99   
Annual runoff (inches)    27.06   
10 percent exceeds    7,420   
50 percent exceeds    646   
90 percent exceeds    290   
*During periods of operation October 1964 to September 1982, October 1984 to current year (no winter record). 
aGage height, 4.56 ft. 

 

 

 

O N D 
2012 

J F M A M J J A S 
2013 

0 

5,000 

10,000 

15,000 

20,000 

25,000 

30,000 

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 


