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Water-Data Report 2013 

12350250 BITTERROOT RIVER AT BELL CROSSING, NEAR VICTOR, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 
Bitterroot Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°26'36", long 114°07'26" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.20, T.8 N., R.20 W., Ravalli County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010205, on right bank 20 ft downstream from highway bridge at Bell Crossing, 1.5 mi northeast of Victor, 2.0 mi upstream from 
Big Creek, and at river mile 38.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,963 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1987 to current year (seasonal records April 1987 to September 2012). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,330 ft, referenced to the North American Vertical Datum of 1988. 

REMARKS.--Records are fair. Some regulation occurs by Painted Rocks Lake (station number 12342000). Diversions for irrigation of about 80,000 acres 
occur upstream from station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12350250
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 375 1,010 777 469 504 415 862 1,210 3,020 2,070 178 214 
2 362 951 904 e350 489 426 1,030 1,040 2,990 1,830 218 213 
3 332 902 1,140 e300 469 450 1,270 967 3,500 1,660 235 209 
4 329 830 1,020 e330 469 461 1,470 1,030 3,400 1,490 222 211 
5 319 816 1,160 e450 470 429 1,710 1,100 3,140 1,260 209 201 

6 318 881 1,420 530 477 431 1,940 1,360 3,470 1,080 199 227 
7 317 866 1,200 565 468 456 1,880 2,000 4,010 916 190 265 
8 320 843 1,070 573 461 441 1,730 3,000 4,710 795 184 253 
9 318 813 866 574 459 423 1,520 3,930 4,720 606 182 253 

10 313 754 839 596 457 421 1,390 5,000 4,700 471 202 244 

11 315 670 913 521 430 430 1,350 5,860 4,130 418 215 235 
12 318 627 888 e450 428 444 1,290 6,760 3,870 408 218 229 
13 315 657 838 e400 452 449 1,230 9,250 4,010 399 209 218 
14 312 661 722 e450 453 473 1,210 10,800 3,790 368 216 198 
15 316 641 729 485 443 529 1,140 8,660 3,080 330 212 193 

16 361 603 730 490 439 601 1,060 7,260 2,680 295 200 197 
17 426 590 724 e460 447 667 997 6,330 2,620 290 196 186 
18 418 596 695 504 447 644 920 5,850 2,740 278 198 197 
19 412 599 572 499 431 605 878 5,070 2,910 254 195 221 
20 427 596 539 467 440 591 852 4,420 3,270 226 188 247 

21 538 911 648 459 428 628 831 4,260 2,870 211 186 248 
22 494 971 682 460 420 616 830 4,710 2,420 198 202 240 
23 461 812 662 453 431 566 800 4,730 2,180 188 206 256 
24 445 751 631 494 423 545 758 4,090 2,110 183 207 297 
25 427 758 611 515 409 524 707 3,700 2,260 179 208 365 

26 422 700 566 560 413 552 677 3,450 2,380 174 214 434 
27 408 579 588 538 406 556 761 3,730 2,390 171 211 461 
28 415 601 580 492 414 557 1,060 3,920 2,390 166 206 430 
29 687 681 513 486 --- 594 1,390 4,070 2,290 165 212 480 
30 1,660 709 485 476 --- 658 1,420 3,920 2,180 161 217 1,040 
31 1,220 --- 495 482 --- 748 --- 3,440 --- 164 214 --- 

Total 14,100 22,379 24,207 14,878 12,477 16,330 34,963 134,917 94,230 17,404 6,349 8,662 
Mean 455 746 781 480 446 527 1,165 4,352 3,141 561 205 289 
Max 1,660 1,010 1,420 596 504 748 1,940 10,800 4,720 2,070 235 1,040 
Min 312 579 485 300 406 415 677 967 2,110 161 178 186 
Ac-ft 27,970 44,390 48,010 29,510 24,750 32,390 69,350 267,600 186,900 34,520 12,590 17,180 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1987 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY)* 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 496 1,272 781 480 446 621 1,763 3,940 5,326 1,302 394 411 
Max 947 1,798 781 480 446 887 3,868 5,383 11,060 4,495 760 890 
(WY) (1996) (1996) (2013) (2013) (2013) (2012) (2012) (2011) (1996) (2011) (2009) (2004) 
Min 277 746 781 480 446 516 747 1,855 1,372 207 95.8 145 
(WY) (1988) (2013) (2013) (2013) (2013) (2010) (1991) (2010) (1987) (1987) (1988) (1987) 
*During periods of operation (April 1987 to September 2012 seasonal records, October 2012 to current year). 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1987 – 2013* 
Annual total   400,896    
Annual mean   1,098    1,098   
Highest annual mean    1,098 2013  
Lowest annual mean    1,098 2013 
Highest daily mean  12,200 Apr 27   10,800 May 14   17,500 Jun   9, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  255 Sep 20   161 Jul 30   63 Jul 16, 1987  
Annual seven-day minimum     168 Jul 26   168 Jul 26, 2013  
Maximum peak flow   11,800 May 14   a18,700 Jun   9, 1996  
Maximum peak stage   9.68 May 14   10.82 May 31, 2003  
Instantaneous low flow    60 Jul 16, 1987  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)   795,200    795,200   
10 percent exceeds   3,100    3,100   
50 percent exceeds   538    538   
90 percent exceeds   210    210   
*During periods of operation (April 1987 to September 2012 seasonal records, October 2012 to current year). 
aGage height, 10.07 ft. 
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