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Water-Data Report 2013 

11443500 South Fork American River near Camino, CA 
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°46′23″, long 120°42′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.25, T.11 N., R.11 E., El Dorado County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18020129, on right bank, 500 ft upstream from Iowa Canyon Creek, and 2.8 mi northwest of Camino. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--493 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1922 to current year. Monthly discharge only for October 1922, WSP 1315-A. Records for river and American River Flume, 
published separately October 1922 to September 1956 and October 1962 to December 1964, when flume was destroyed. Records of river and flume 
combined October 1956 to September 1962. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 931: 1928, 1938, 1940 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1931: Drainage area at former site.  WDR CA-2008: 2003-05. 
NWIS 2013: 1981-82 Diversion to White Rock Powerplant (station 11443460). 

GAGE.--Acoustic-velocity meter. Elevation of gage is 1,625 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to May 26, 1987, water-stage recorder at 
different datum at site 1,000 ft downstream. Auxiliary water-stage recorder on Slab Creek Dam records spill discharges which are combined with 
release discharges. See WSP 2131 for history of changes prior to Oct. 12, 1966. 

COOPERATION.--Records, including diversion to White Rock Powerplant (station 11443460), were collected by Sacramento Municipal Utility District, under 
general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2101. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by several reservoirs. Since 1967 diversion from Slab Creek Dam to White Rock Powerplant bypasses this station. Echo Lake 
Conduit (station 11434500) imports up to 1,900 acre-ft each year from Truckee River Basin. Variable amounts of El Dorado Canal water, up to 40 ft³/s 
May to October, and about 7 ft³/s remainder of the year, diverted for irrigation and domestic use between Pollock Pines and Placerville. Water from 
Jenkinson Lake in North Fork Cosumnes River Basin diverted to Camino and substituted for flow from El Dorado Canal in some years. Since  
October 1962, water is imported from the Upper Rubicon River Basin by way of Robbs Peak Powerplant (station 11429300). See schematic diagram of 
South Fork American River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 62,300 ft³/s, Jan. 2, 1997, from rating curve extended above 24,000 ft³/s, on basis of 
computation of peak flow over dam; minimum daily, 1.3 ft³/s, Aug. 24, 1931. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11443500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 39 40 38 39 38 38 38 39 39 38 39 39 
2 39 40 100 38 38 38 38 40 39 38 39 39 
3 39 40 859 38 38 38 38 38 39 38 38 39 
4 39 40 49 39 38 39 38 38 38 38 38 39 
5 39 40 68 39 38 39 39 38 38 38 39 39 

6 39 39 751 39 40 39 39 38 38 38 39 39 
7 39 39 38 38 40 39 39 38 38 38 39 39 
8 39 39 38 39 40 39 39 38 38 38 39 39 
9 39 38 38 39 40 39 39 38 38 38 38 39 

10 39 38 38 39 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 

11 39 38 38 38 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 
12 40 38 38 38 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 
13 40 38 38 38 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 
14 40 39 38 39 48 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 
15 39 39 38 39 40 39 38 39 38 39 39 38 

16 39 39 38 39 40 39 39 39 38 39 38 38 
17 39 39 38 39 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 38 
18 39 39 38 39 40 39 39 39 38 39 38 39 
19 39 39 38 40 40 39 39 39 38 39 38 39 
20 39 39 38 39 40 39 39 39 38 39 39 39 

21 39 39 38 40 39 39 38 39 38 39 39 39 
22 39 39 38 39 38 39 38 39 38 39 39 39 
23 39 39 38 39 38 39 39 38 38 38 39 38 
24 40 40 38 39 38 39 39 38 38 39 39 38 
25 39 40 39 38 38 38 117 38 38 39 39 39 

26 39 40 39 38 38 38 38 39 38 39 38 38 
27 39 39 39 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 39 39 
28 39 38 39 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 39 39 
29 39 38 38 38 --- 38 38 38 38 39 39 38 
30 40 38 38 39 --- 39 39 38 38 39 39 38 
31 40 --- 38 39 --- 39 --- 38 --- 39 39 --- 

Total 1,215 1,170 2,819 1,200 1,103 1,201 1,237 1,195 1,143 1,197 1,202 1,162 
Mean 39.2 39.0 90.9 38.7 39.4 38.7 41.2 38.5 38.1 38.6 38.8 38.7 
Max 40 40 859 40 48 39 117 40 39 39 39 39 
Min 39 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 
Ac-ft 2,410 2,320 5,590 2,380 2,190 2,380 2,450 2,370 2,270 2,370 2,380 2,300 
Diversion, in acre-feet, to White Rock Powerplant 
 39,680 25,070 84,030 34,860 23,060 38,980 55,680 61,350 45,210 47,440 47,850 24,360 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1923 - 1957, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 54.8 254 569 601 855 1,171 2,069 2,681 1,557 285 39.7 31.1 
Max 221 3,951 4,780 3,422 2,125 3,367 4,015 6,382 4,031 1,310 168 150 
(WY) (1952) (1951) (1951) (1956) (1927) (1943) (1952) (1952) (1952) (1952) (1951) (1951) 
Min 4.43 5.46 12.9 43.0 116 146 620 418 13.8 1.97 2.01 6.97 
(WY) (1930) (1930) (1950) (1929) (1929) (1924) (1924) (1934) (1924) (1931) (1931) (1955) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1923 - 1957 

Annual mean  846   
Highest annual mean  1,760 1951  
Lowest annual mean  161 1924  
Highest daily mean  40,000 Dec 23, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  1.3 Aug 24, 1931  
Annual seven-day minimum  1.5 Jul 29, 1931  
Maximum peak flow  49,800 Dec 23, 1955  
Maximum peak stage  32.6 Dec 23, 1955  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  612,700   
10 percent exceeds  2,520   
50 percent exceeds  230   
90 percent exceeds  13   

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1923 - 1957, COMBINED RIVER PLUS FLUME, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 167 364 684 713 959 1,259 2,176 2,815 1,695 413 154 142 
Max 288 4,051 4,780 3,422 2,229 3,490 4,181 6,552 4,201 1,474 324 227 
(WY) (1948) (1951) (1951) (1956) (1927) (1943) (1952) (1952) (1952) (1952) (1952) (1952) 
Min 44.1 49.8 134 141 212 252 727 533 97.3 50.2 35.5 53.4 
(WY) (1930) (1930) (1924) (1929) (1933) (1924) (1924) (1934) (1924) (1931) (1931) (1924) 

 
SUMMARY STATISTICS, COMBINED RIVER PLUS FLUME 

 Water Years 1923-1957 

Annual mean  960   
Highest annual mean  1,860 1952  
Lowest annual mean  249 1924  
Highest daily mean  40,000 Dec 23, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  20 Aug 24, 1931  
Annual seven-day minimum  30 Aug 19, 1931  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  695,700   
10 percent exceeds  2,660   
50 percent exceeds  350   
90 percent exceeds  120   

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1968 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 45.4 73.4 123 263 176 108 152 347 296 77.3 35.8 35.8 
Max 453 1,093 1,112 4,836 2,709 1,090 1,777 2,434 2,619 936 45.1 48.2 
(WY) (1968) (1968) (1984) (1997) (1986) (1986) (2006) (1995) (1995) (1995) (1980) (1980) 
Min 9.97 10.2 10.0 10.0 5.63 10.9 10.0 9.73 9.98 9.93 10.4 10.1 
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1988) (1988) (1970) (1992) (1988) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1968 - 2013 
Annual total  14,102    15,844    
Annual mean  38.5    43.4    144   
Highest annual mean    608 1995  
Lowest annual mean    13.3 1977  
Highest daily mean  859 Dec   3   859 Dec   3   48,900 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  11 Mar   9   38 Nov   9   2.4 Feb 12, 1970  
Annual seven-day minimum  11 Mar   9   38 Dec   7   2.6 Feb   9, 1970  
Maximum peak flow   1,300 Dec   6   62,300 Jan   2, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  27,970    31,430    104,500   
Annual diversion (ac-ft) a            597,000            527,600  
10 percent exceeds  39    40    65   
50 percent exceeds  38    39    37   
90 percent exceeds  11    38    11   
a Diversion, in acre-feet, to White Rock Powerplant (station 11443460). 
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