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Water-Data Report 2013 

11294500 North Fork Stanislaus River near Avery, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°14′38″, long 120°17′24″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NW ¼ sec.35, T.5 N., R.15 E., Calaveras County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040010, Stanislaus National Forest, on right bank, 1.1 mi upstream from McKays Point Dam, 3.3 mi upstream from Beaver Creek, 
and 5.1 mi northeast of Avery. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--166 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1914 to September 1925, October 1928 to current year. Water-year estimates for 1923-25 and 1929 published in WSP 1315-A. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1990-98. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1215: 1938 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1515: 1915 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1932 (instantaneous 
maximum discharge), 1936 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1938, 1940 (instantaneous maximum discharge). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 3,388.30 ft above NGVD of 1929 (river-profile survey). Prior to September 1922, nonrecording gage at 
same site at datum 0.05 ft lower. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by Northern California Power Agency, under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2409. 

REMARKS.--Low and medium flows regulated by Union and Utica Reservoirs, Lake Alpine, North Fork Stanislaus River Diversion Reservoir, and New 
Spicer Meadow Reservoir beginning 1990 (stations 11293350, 11293370, 11293460, 11293590, and 11293770, respectively), total combined usable 
capacity, 194,001 acre-ft. See schematic diagram of Stanislaus River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 36,000 ft³/s, Jan. 31, 1963, gage height, 15.00 ft, from floodmarks, from rating curve extended 
above 14,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 13.8 ft; minimum daily, 5.5 ft³/s, Dec. 6, 7, 1929. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11294500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 214 134 994 183 239 173 612 208 199 380 174 206 
2 215 107 3,720 179 233 190 526 184 203 432 172 206 
3 214 109 980 181 220 253 450 186 200 444 172 207 
4 216 109 504 180 217 274 537 160 198 332 176 209 
5 241 112 833 183 221 248 573 149 196 245 177 198 

6 276 118 834 187 210 263 476 161 199 213 177 185 
7 276 125 468 180 199 240 428 200 194 194 176 177 
8 269 121 346 192 189 216 489 208 190 191 178 178 
9 218 127 292 214 174 217 373 185 188 192 181 181 

10 217 125 260 220 177 215 324 162 186 195 180 181 

11 216 121 238 197 172 249 377 155 185 193 180 183 
12 221 121 245 180 167 293 418 151 183 179 180 181 
13 218 169 223 174 166 342 406 148 180 176 180 193 
14 220 203 224 175 166 386 411 148 180 176 180 189 
15 262 164 254 177 168 417 385 179 179 180 179 191 

16 196 164 250 175 176 381 344 161 177 182 180 189 
17 177 338 444 179 170 352 290 181 176 187 180 180 
18 179 314 350 183 160 346 266 155 175 188 179 174 
19 180 205 224 184 164 323 263 142 174 188 179 172 
20 181 159 229 184 157 522 278 134 173 187 179 172 

21 181 182 221 187 151 503 287 150 184 186 181 188 
22 197 192 254 197 151 405 298 155 182 185 181 184 
23 194 153 231 200 175 326 293 160 181 186 182 174 
24 163 144 232 226 168 313 279 158 205 240 181 172 
25 170 140 216 458 166 326 265 155 261 258 182 171 

26 164 137 220 438 166 320 250 153 237 280 181 172 
27 162 135 194 340 163 321 253 151 209 234 180 172 
28 164 166 181 279 163 402 258 180 208 206 179 171 
29 164 287 182 245 --- 415 250 189 242 195 179 171 
30 163 1,270 174 234 --- 414 233 195 321 186 179 171 
31 162 --- 182 237 --- 560 --- 199 --- 185 193 --- 

Total 6,290 5,951 14,199 6,748 5,048 10,205 10,892 5,202 5,965 6,995 5,557 5,498 
Mean 203 198 458 218 180 329 363 168 199 226 179 183 
Max 276 1,270 3,720 458 239 560 612 208 321 444 193 209 
Min 162 107 174 174 151 173 233 134 173 176 172 171 
Ac-ft 12,480 11,800 28,160 13,380 10,010 20,240 21,600 10,320 11,830 13,870 11,020 10,910 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1915 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 106 151 247 276 344 515 937 1,360 756 204 120 112 
Max 482 2,103 1,957 2,440 2,105 1,785 2,026 3,299 3,651 1,231 672 492 
(WY) (1983) (1951) (1965) (1997) (1986) (1986) (1982) (1969) (1983) (1983) (1998) (2011) 
Min 21.8 10.6 10.1 17.0 23.5 39.7 70.6 138 44.9 34.0 24.2 22.9 
(WY) (1960) (1960) (1977) (1977) (1933) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1981) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1915 - 2013 
Annual total  102,661    88,550    
Annual mean  280    243    427   
Highest annual mean    1,019 1983  
Lowest annual mean    54.3 1924  
Highest daily mean  3,720 Dec   2   3,720 Dec   2   23,400 Dec 23, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  107 Nov   2   107 Nov   2   5.5 Dec   6, 1929  
Annual seven-day minimum  114 Nov   2   114 Nov   2   7.4 Dec   2, 1929  
Maximum peak flow   9,170 Dec   2   36,000 Jan 31, 1963  
Maximum peak stage   9.83 Dec   2   15.00 Jan 31, 1963  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  203,600    175,600    309,500   
10 percent exceeds  440    378    1,150   
50 percent exceeds  198    188    177   
90 percent exceeds  137    160    37   
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