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Water-Data Report 2013 

11250110 San Joaquin River Release at Friant Dam, CA 
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°59′57″, long 119°42′22″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SW ¼ SW ¼ sec.5, T.11 S., R.21 E., Fresno County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18040001, on left bank, 0.10 mi upstream of mouth of Cottonwood Creek, 0.70 mi northeast from junction of Road 206 and Millerton 
Road, and 0.90 mi northeast of Friant. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,638 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 2009 to current year. Records prior to October 2009 available in the files of U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2010: 2010 (discharges). 

GAGE.--Water-level recorder. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with San 
Joaquin River Restoration Project. 

REMARKS.--Flow is diverted from Millerton Lake (station 11250100), total usable capacity 503,200 acre-ft. Figures shown represent the net daily flows 
released from Orange Cove Powerplant to the Fish Hatchery, the Harvey S. Chase Powerplant, and direct discharge to the river from four 96-inch 
Hollow Jet valves, two 18-inch needle valves, and regulated spillway when spill occurs. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 8,980 ft³/s, Jan. 9, 2011; minimum daily, 31 ft³/s, Dec. 22, 2010. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 60,300 ft³/s, Jan. 3, 1997, gage height, 22.97 ft, at gaging station 11251000, San Joaquin 
River below Friant Dam. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD PRIOR TO REGULATION.--Maximum discharge, 77,200 ft³/s, Dec. 11, 1937, gage height, 23.8 ft, site and datum then in use. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11250110
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 351 576 353 351 404 392 601 1,010 345 370 354 355 
2 348 753 353 351 404 381 601 800 345 362 352 363 
3 348 753 353 351 405 381 601 612 345 362 351 363 
4 348 751 353 366 405 381 636 410 345 362 351 363 
5 351 763 352 379 405 381 697 313 360 355 349 363 

6 352 775 351 379 406 388 697 286 376 350 349 363 
7 352 771 351 379 406 395 697 272 376 349 349 363 
8 352 771 351 365 406 395 696 272 370 356 347 363 
9 352 771 351 351 406 395 696 272 364 355 347 363 

10 374 770 351 352 406 387 696 275 367 352 352 363 

11 402 598 351 367 408 379 697 273 367 352 355 363 
12 398 426 352 390 394 379 832 272 367 352 354 363 
13 398 426 352 400 391 379 1,060 274 366 352 354 356 
14 397 448 352 400 396 389 1,060 276 364 352 352 350 
15 397 471 352 390 399 400 1,060 285 364 351 355 350 

16 387 471 352 380 399 400 1,060 296 364 350 359 350 
17 376 471 352 380 399 400 1,060 348 372 350 359 350 
18 381 428 354 390 399 384 1,060 451 381 350 351 350 
19 385 350 354 400 402 368 1,060 452 381 350 330 350 
20 395 351 354 400 396 368 1,060 453 380 348 350 350 

21 405 363 354 400 387 368 1,060 451 380 347 351 350 
22 405 398 349 400 387 473 1,060 450 380 347 349 350 
23 405 420 349 400 387 650 1,060 452 380 347 346 350 
24 389 420 351 400 387 649 1,060 452 380 347 346 350 
25 374 395 351 401 394 649 1,060 452 380 347 347 352 

26 374 360 352 402 402 649 1,060 452 380 347 347 352 
27 374 350 353 402 402 617 1,060 453 380 353 347 352 
28 385 360 349 402 402 601 1,070 450 380 357 347 352 
29 399 363 348 403 --- 601 1,070 396 380 356 347 354 
30 399 353 349 404 --- 601 1,060 345 378 356 347 354 
31 399 --- 350 404 --- 601 --- 345 --- 355 346 --- 

Total 11,752 15,676 10,899 11,939 11,184 14,181 27,247 12,600 11,097 10,939 10,840 10,670 
Mean 379 523 352 385 399 457 908 406 370 353 350 356 
Max 405 775 354 404 408 650 1,070 1,010 381 370 359 363 
Min 348 350 348 351 387 368 601 272 345 347 330 350 
Ac-ft 23,310 31,090 21,620 23,680 22,180 28,130 54,040 24,990 22,010 21,700 21,500 21,160 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 2010 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 385 372 284 882 339 929 2,253 1,535 1,233 776 349 324 
Max 462 523 563 2,825 399 2,224 6,428 3,314 3,750 2,049 351 356 
(WY) (2012) (2013) (2011) (2011) (2013) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2013) 
Min 346 153 99.1 121 209 361 465 406 350 350 344 239 
(WY) (2010) (2012) (2012) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2012) (2013) (2012) (2010) (2010) (2012) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 2010 - 2013 
Annual total  149,616    159,024    
Annual mean  409    436    806   
Highest annual mean    1,908 2011  
Lowest annual mean    364 2012  
Highest daily mean  1,110 May 12   1,070 Apr 28   8,980 Jan   9, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  99 Jan 10   272 May   7   31 Dec 22, 2010  
Annual seven-day minimum  99 Jan 10   273 May   7   57 Dec 19, 2010  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  296,800    315,400    583,900   
10 percent exceeds  707    696    1,550   
50 percent exceeds  352    374    352   
90 percent exceeds  244    348    123   
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