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Water-Data Report 2013 

11140585 Santa Maria River at Suey Crossing, near Santa Maria, CA 
Santa Maria River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°58′06″, long 120°24′11″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Santa Barbara County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060008, 
unsurveyed, on upstream wingwall of left bank concrete bridge abutment on Bull Canyon Road, below the mouth of Suey Creek, and 0.9 mi east of 
Santa Maria. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,636 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1999 to September 1999, October 2006 to current year. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1999-2000. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 250 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. April to September 1999 at elevation 10 ft lower. 

REMARKS.--No flow during the 2013 Water Year. Flow regulated by Twitchell Reservoir. Water is released from this reservoir to recharge groundwater in 
the lower basin. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 24,700 ft³/s, Dec. 19, 2010, gage height, 14.77 ft; no flow for many days in each year. 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1999 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 11.0 16.9 79.5 86.6 34.4 104 27.8 23.2 28.4 21.3 14.4 19.7 
Max 58.4 84.6 459 347 155 642 100 125 154 87.9 113 158 
(WY) (2012) (2012) (2011) (2008) (2010) (2011) (2011) (1999) (1999) (2011) (2011) (2011) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (2009) (2008) (2008) (2009) (2012) (2012) (2009) (2009) (2009) (2009) (2009) (1999) 

 
SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1999 - 2013 
Annual total  222.00    0.00    
Annual mean  0.61    0.00    35.4   
Highest annual mean    146 2011  
Lowest annual mean    0.00 2013  
Highest daily mean  120 Apr 14   0.00 Oct   1   5,960 Dec 19, 2010  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Jan   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Apr   1, 1999  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Jan   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Apr   1, 1999  
Maximum peak flow    24,700 Dec 19, 2010  
Maximum peak stage    14.77 Dec 19, 2010  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  440    0.00    25,660   
10 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    79   
50 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
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