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Water-Data Report 2013 

11108133 Castaic Lake near Castaic, CA 
Santa Clara River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°31′22″, long 118°36′43″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.13, T.5 N., R.16 W., Los Angeles County, 
CA, Hydrologic Unit 18070102, in intake tower in Castaic Lake, and 2.3 mi north of Castaic. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--137 mi², excludes 18.1 mi² noncontributing area in Elizabeth Canyon Creek Basin. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1988 to current year. Prior to October 1988 in files of California Department of Water Resources. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by California Department of Water Resources, under the general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in 
connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2426. Contents not rounded to U.S. Geological Survey standards. 

REMARKS.--Lake is formed by earth-fill dam. Storage began April 1972. Dead storage below outlet tower to downstream distribution system,  
1,799 acre-ft, elevation, 1,213 ft. Capacity below spillway level, 323,700 acre-ft, elevation, 1,515 ft. Lake receives West Branch California Aqueduct 
water diverted from Pyramid Lake (station 11109520) via Castaic Powerplant to Elderberry Forebay (station 11108092). Water is released downstream 
through Castaic Tunnel No. 1 and to Castaic Lagoon. Records represent total contents. See schematic diagram of Santa Clara River Basin available 
from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--(at 2400 hours) Maximum contents, 322,962 acre-ft, Mar. 25, 1998, elevation, 1,514.67 ft; minimum, 142,325 acre-ft, 
Jan. 7, 1995, elevation, 1,415.48 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--(at 2400 hours) Maximum contents, 296,019 acre-ft, Apr. 12, elevation, 1,502.29 ft; minimum, 233,561 acre-ft, Oct. 28, 
elevation, 1,470.86 ft. 

Capacity table (elevation in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on table provided by California Department of Water Resources in 1978) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
1,450 196,414 1,470 231,964 1,490 270,629 1,510 312,636 
1,460 213,807 1,480 250,894 1,500 291,186 1,520 334,985 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11108133
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 262,440 239,082 260,858 290,808 286,359 283,890 283,704 286,858 272,362 255,420 292,169 283,477 
2 260,069 240,667 259,911 292,048 284,884 281,990 286,047 287,775 270,430 257,376 292,301 281,661 
3 257,551 239,553 262,183 292,574 283,477 280,262 288,025 287,045 268,500 258,710 292,322 280,982 
4 255,888 237,221 266,079 291,480 282,238 278,377 289,195 285,050 267,919 260,128 290,557 283,208 
5 255,908 237,728 269,927 290,305 283,373 278,602 290,284 283,229 270,168 261,154 288,881 284,366 

6 253,476 242,551 273,231 289,383 286,525 280,817 290,284 281,578 270,891 262,817 289,781 284,801 
7 251,242 240,365 276,479 288,129 288,249 281,723 288,693 281,311 269,706 262,678 292,132 282,815 
8 248,849 241,651 278,684 286,879 288,881 281,249 289,028 283,869 267,619 262,420 293,818 281,085 
9 248,291 243,112 278,357 287,274 287,942 279,770 291,039 285,777 265,541 264,724 292,743 280,899 

10 249,369 245,092 277,396 287,129 286,962 278,356 293,059 284,781 264,485 266,798 291,144 282,052 

11 249,138 243,264 278,193 285,797 285,880 278,766 294,579 283,146 266,239 267,198 289,635 282,877 
12 249,061 241,291 281,475 284,636 286,608 280,160 296,019 281,496 266,172 269,625 287,962 284,118 
13 247,542 239,101 283,621 283,559 289,111 280,898 294,833 279,688 266,273 271,152 288,443 285,610 
14 245,627 238,706 285,361 282,300 289,049 281,064 292,996 278,930 265,700 269,444 290,032 284,221 
15 243,340 239,836 285,465 282,795 287,712 281,249 291,144 281,229 263,789 269,927 291,291 282,485 

16 240,988 239,101 285,050 284,864 286,379 280,180 291,375 281,578 261,866 271,616 291,648 281,887 
17 239,836 237,296 287,274 285,610 285,050 278,541 293,312 279,831 260,128 272,746 289,970 283,290 
18 241,045 235,574 290,787 284,304 283,642 278,848 294,241 277,866 260,049 274,284 288,380 283,952 
19 239,176 236,828 293,143 282,815 284,035 280,571 293,417 276,072 261,569 275,746 286,629 285,361 
20 236,772 239,459 295,595 281,249 286,109 281,805 291,480 276,397 262,202 276,479 287,274 285,382 

21 234,678 242,106 295,447 279,688 286,941 282,795 289,635 278,357 261,648 277,703 289,028 283,725 
22 235,033 244,234 294,854 279,914 285,714 283,456 287,629 279,114 259,672 278,930 290,536 282,073 
23 235,780 245,914 293,228 281,743 284,283 282,073 288,192 278,704 257,944 279,749 290,305 282,712 
24 236,846 247,139 292,743 283,373 282,960 280,345 290,620 276,581 256,201 281,805 288,380 284,449 
25 237,878 246,545 292,237 282,960 281,558 280,899 292,048 274,629 256,045 282,733 286,546 285,361 

26 238,405 245,914 291,817 281,990 281,887 282,877 290,305 273,879 256,749 283,125 284,553 284,718 
27 235,873 247,830 292,216 280,899 283,869 284,449 288,547 274,852 257,532 285,777 285,777 285,299 
28 233,561 250,526 293,164 279,749 284,532 285,860 286,712 274,771 258,396 288,276 287,942 285,880 
29 234,138 253,705 292,406 281,167 --- 286,879 284,967 275,665 256,847 290,116 289,300 284,221 
30 236,079 257,062 291,985 284,366 --- 285,050 284,201 276,173 254,815 291,291 287,462 284,946 
31 238,029 --- 291,312 286,525 --- 283,311 --- 274,304 --- 292,048 285,382 --- 

Max 262,440 257,062 295,595 292,574 289,111 286,879 296,019 287,775 272,362 292,048 293,818 285,880 
Min 233,561 235,574 259,911 279,688 281,558 278,356 283,704 273,879 254,815 255,420 284,553 280,899 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 1,473.25 1,483.17 1,500.06 1,497.77 1,496.81 1,496.22 1,496.65 1,491.82 1,482.02 1,500.41 1,497.22 1,497.01 
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -26,237 19,033 34,250 -4,787 -1,993 -1,221 890 -9,897 -19,489 37,233 -6,666 -436 

 
 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 

Max 310,669 296,019 
Min 233,561 233,561 
Change in Contents 14,181 20,680 
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