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Water-Data Report 2013 

10327500 Humboldt River At Comus, NV 
Humboldt Basin 

Middle Humboldt Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 40°59′32″, long 117°19′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SE ¼ sec.14, T.36 N., R.41 E., Humboldt County, NV, 
Hydrologic Unit 16040105, on left bank, at Comus siding of Southern Pacific Railroad, 9.0 mi northeast of Golconda, 1.0 mi upstream of Kelly Creek,  
32 mi northwest of Battle Mountain, and at mi 191.48 above Derby Road bridge. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--12,220 mi², at current location at Comus railroad siding. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Oct. 1894 to Dec. 1909, Sep. 1910 to Sep. 1926, Oct. 1945 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in 
WSP 1314. Published as "near Golconda" prior to Oct. 1917. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1514:  1921-22, 1926.  WSP 1314:  1904, 1907-8, 1911-13, 1916-17;  WDR NV-99-1:  Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,350 ft, above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Sep. 25, 1917, 
non-recording gages at several sites in vicinity of present location at different datums. Sep. 25, 1917 to Jun. 30, 1923 and May 23, 1925 to May 31, 
1926, non-recording gages at several sites within 7.0 mi of present site at different datums. Oct. 1, 1945 to Dec. 11, 1997 at Comus railroad siding 
site. Dec. 12, 1997 to Mar. 2, 2000, at site 6.5 mi downstream at Preble bridge. Mar. 7, 2000, gage moved back to upstream site at Comus railroad 
siding. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Many diversions above station for irrigation, 206,000 acres, additional 
acreage not covered by decree. Flows significantly influenced by discharge into river from mine de-watering approximately 15.5 mi upstream. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,900 ft³/s, Apr. 24, 1984, gage height, 12.25 ft; no flow at times some years. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 207 ft³/s, Mar. 28, gage height, 3.53 ft; maximum gage height, 3.54 ft., Mar.22; minimum daily 
discharge, 0.08 ft³/s, on several days.  

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10327500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.26 0.34 0.30 0.17 0.37 70 146 50 56 1.0 0.08 0.09 
2 0.26 0.32 0.29 0.16 0.40 67 141 50 53 0.84 0.08 0.09 
3 0.26 0.36 0.28 e0.17 e0.38 66 136 47 53 0.76 0.08 0.10 
4 0.26 0.37 0.27 0.15 e6.7 65 129 45 54 0.70 0.08 0.09 
5 0.27 0.38 0.27 e0.16 e16 67 126 43 57 0.60 0.08 0.09 

6 0.27 0.38 0.25 e0.16 e25 72 126 41 49 0.51 0.08 0.09 
7 0.28 0.38 0.23 e0.14 e37 75 133 41 42 0.44 0.08 0.09 
8 0.28 0.42 0.23 e0.15 e47 78 140 40 37 0.38 0.09 0.09 
9 0.29 0.40 0.21 e0.15 e48 84 144 36 35 0.33 0.09 0.10 

10 0.30 0.40 0.22 e0.15 e47 96 144 35 42 0.30 0.09 0.11 

11 0.30 0.38 0.23 e0.16 e44 108 122 34 45 0.25 0.09 0.11 
12 0.31 0.39 0.21 e0.16 e42 112 132 33 46 0.20 0.10 0.11 
13 0.31 0.42 0.21 e0.16 e36 113 145 34 51 0.17 0.09 0.11 
14 0.31 0.42 0.19 e0.20 e35 114 147 33 53 0.15 0.09 0.11 
15 0.31 0.46 0.18 e0.22 e35 115 146 32 57 0.14 0.09 0.11 

16 0.28 0.47 0.19 e0.22 e36 117 140 31 59 0.12 0.09 0.11 
17 0.23 0.45 0.17 e0.23 e43 121 137 32 61 0.11 0.09 0.11 
18 0.24 0.45 0.16 e0.23 e48 128 131 33 56 0.11 0.09 0.12 
19 0.27 0.41 0.15 e0.23 e51 143 126 35 44 0.11 0.09 0.11 
20 0.27 0.41 0.15 e0.24 e52 151 118 44 39 0.12 0.09 0.11 

21 0.27 0.41 0.15 e0.25 e53 153 112 57 39 0.13 0.08 0.11 
22 0.28 0.37 0.15 e0.25 e53 153 101 61 38 0.10 0.09 0.12 
23 0.27 0.38 0.15 e0.25 e52 148 97 66 32 0.09 0.08 0.12 
24 0.29 0.39 0.15 e0.25 e61 148 95 72 25 0.10 0.08 0.12 
25 0.29 0.38 0.15 e0.25 e64 147 86 73 22 0.09 0.08 0.11 

26 0.29 0.37 0.16 e0.25 71 141 79 85 20 0.09 0.08 0.12 
27 0.30 0.34 0.15 0.25 66 133 68 87 16 0.09 0.08 0.12 
28 0.30 0.34 0.15 0.28 70 151 60 88 9.2 0.09 0.08 0.12 
29 0.34 0.31 0.15 0.31 --- 166 57 79 4.2 0.09 0.08 0.11 
30 0.34 0.31 0.15 0.35 --- 157 53 71 1.7 0.09 0.08 0.11 
31 0.34 --- 0.17 0.36 --- 152 --- 63 --- 0.09 0.08 --- 

Total 8.87 11.61 6.07 6.66 1,139.85 3,611 3,517 1,571 1,196.1 8.39 2.63 3.21 
Mean 0.29 0.39 0.20 0.21 40.7 116 117 50.7 39.9 0.27 0.08 0.11 
Max 0.34 0.47 0.30 0.36 71 166 147 88 61 1.0 0.10 0.12 
Min 0.23 0.31 0.15 0.14 0.37 65 53 31 1.7 0.09 0.08 0.09 
Ac-ft 18 23 12 13 2,260 7,160 6,980 3,120 2,370 17 5.2 6.4 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1895 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 33.5 63.2 94.6 141 251 511 740 775 884 412 73.4 22.4 
Max 259 386 791 762 873 3,267 5,312 6,227 4,630 1,930 636 190 
(WY) (1985) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1983) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) 
Min 0.05 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.16 25.0 57.8 9.79 3.33 0.08 0.08 0.00 
(WY) (1954) (2008) (1961) (1955) (1955) (1896) (1920) (1918) (1918) (1992) (1954) (1920) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1895 - 2013 
Annual total  30,014.56    11,082.39    
Annual mean  82.0    30.4    333   
Highest annual mean    2,022 1984  
Lowest annual mean    30.4 2013  
Highest daily mean  354 Mar 29   166 Mar 29   9,640 Apr 25, 1984  
Lowest daily mean  0.15 Dec 19   0.08 Aug   1   0.00 Sep 16, 1905  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.15 Dec 19   0.08 Aug   1   0.00 Jan   1, 1906  
Maximum peak flow   207 Mar 28   9,900 Apr 24, 1984  
Maximum peak stage   3.54 Mar 22   12.25 Apr 24, 1984  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  59,530    21,980    241,300   
10 percent exceeds  225    116    910   
50 percent exceeds  8.3    0.36    115   
90 percent exceeds  0.19    0.09    0.56   
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