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Water-Data Report 2013 

10270870 Lake Sabrina near Bishop, CA 
Owens Lake Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°12′44″, long 118°36′42″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Inyo County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18090102, unsurveyed, in Inyo 
National Forest, in valve house at base of dam, on Middle Fork Bishop Creek, and 15.8 mi southwest of Bishop. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--16.5 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1990 to current year. Unpublished records prior to October 1990 available in files of Southern California Edison Co. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929 (levels by Southern California Edison Co.). 

COOPERATION.--Records collected by Southern California Edison Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 1394. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed on natural lake by rock-fill dam completed in 1908. Usable capacity, 7,350 acre-ft, between elevations 9,068.42 ft, invert 
of outlet, and 9,131.62 ft, crest of spillway. Figures given represent usable contents. Water is used for power development downstream. See 
schematic diagram of Bishop Creek Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 7,598 acre-ft, July 10, 1995, elevation, 9,132.89 ft; no storage on several days in 1994, 2000 
and 2010, and on many days in 2006, 2012, and 2013. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 2,020 acre-ft, Oct. 1, elevation 9,100.61 ft; no storage on many days. 

Capacity table (elevation, in feet, and contents, in acre-feet) 
(Based on survey by Southern California Edison Co., dated Aug. 12, 1981) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
9,068.42 0 9,080 15 9,100 1,926 9,120 5,196 
9,070 1 9,090 558 9,110 3,501 9,135 7,912 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10270870
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 2,020 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 134 951 e763 0 
2 1,950 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 159 977 739 0 
3 1,880 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 196 1,000 713 0 
4 1,820 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 239 1,020 684 0 
5 1,750 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 286 1,030 654 0 

6 1,680 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 338 1,030 624 0 
7 1,620 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 389 1,030 594 0 
8 1,550 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 450 1,010 565 0 
9 1,480 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 529 996 531 0 

10 1,410 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 613 977 496 0 

11 1,340 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 673 957 e463 0 
12 1,270 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 719 933 e434 0 
13 1,200 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 758 912 406 0 
14 1,130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 791 888 378 0 
15 1,060 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 816 864 336 0 

16 988 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 837 840 284 0 
17 917 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 857 815 239 0 
18 849 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 880 786 202 0 
19 781 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 887 759 177 0 
20 709 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 882 717 159 0 

21 642 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 872 702 143 0 
22 584 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 860 e675 127 0 
23 506 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 852 e689 108 0 
24 433 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 840 708 81 0 
25 370 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 e831 720 27 0 

26 312 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 825 738 0 0 
27 258 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 827 763 0 0 
28 212 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 840 783 0 0 
29 163 0 0 0 --- 0 0 34 870 790 0 0 
30 20 0 0 0 --- 0 0 101 922 788 0 0 
31 0 --- 0 0 --- 0 --- 117 --- 782 0 --- 

Max 2,020 0 0 0 0 0 0 117 922 1,030 763 0 
Min 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 134 675 0 0 
Elevation, in feet, at end of month 
 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 9,084.76 9,092.94 9,091.83 --- --- 
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -2080 0 0 0 0 0 0 +117 +805 -140 -782 0 

 
 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 

Max 4,660 2,020 
Min 0 0 
Change in contents, in acre-feet -3,840 -2,080 
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