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Water-Data Report 2013 

09372000 McELMO CREEK NEAR COLORADO-UTAH STATE LINE 
Lower San Juan Basin 

McElmo Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°19′27″, long 109°00′54″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ sec.2, T.35 N., R.20 W., Montezuma County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14080202, on right bank 1.5 mi upstream from Colorado-Utah State line, 2.0 mi upstream from Yellowjacket Creek, and 2.0 mi west of 
former town of McElmo. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--345 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1951 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1925: 1951-52 (M), 1957 (M). WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 4,890 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 1,780 acres upstream from station. One 
diversion upstream from station for irrigation of about 60 acres downstream from station. Part of flow is return water from irrigated lands of 
Montezuma Irrigation District (water imported from Dolores River Basin). 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09372000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 26 19 23 e23 36 19 16 2.1 6.1 3.9 29 76 
2 28 20 23 e22 34 20 15 1.3 7.9 4.4 28 59 
3 33 20 22 e22 34 27 15 3.8 9.2 4.0 32 49 
4 30 18 23 e22 31 27 13 3.6 7.7 6.3 30 46 
5 26 16 22 e21 30 26 14 3.4 6.1 6.1 30 40 

6 22 18 22 e22 30 23 14 4.5 7.2 6.5 29 35 
7 17 21 22 e22 29 20 14 7.8 7.2 6.3 34 34 
8 20 29 23 e22 29 20 12 7.5 7.4 5.0 89 36 
9 22 34 22 e21 29 21 13 6.0 7.0 3.3 72 37 

10 21 58 e18 e21 28 21 13 5.7 7.2 4.6 60 297 

11 22 64 e20 e21 26 20 15 6.6 6.6 5.2 78 260 
12 21 36 e21 e20 24 19 13 8.5 5.2 5.7 64 120 
13 21 30 e21 e21 22 18 10 6.9 6.3 5.4 42 196 
14 23 28 e23 e21 27 17 9.4 6.8 5.9 5.8 32 143 
15 21 27 e22 e21 26 17 8.6 7.5 5.8 5.6 29 405 

16 19 27 e23 e21 26 22 8.0 6.5 7.7 16 27 162 
17 18 26 e23 e22 26 22 6.7 4.7 7.4 19 24 118 
18 17 26 e22 e22 28 21 6.5 3.9 7.4 13 22 99 
19 17 25 e22 e22 24 20 9.2 4.1 5.2 16 19 173 
20 17 25 e20 e22 27 20 6.3 5.2 4.0 52 18 114 

21 17 24 e23 e22 23 17 7.4 6.6 4.2 45 16 84 
22 17 24 e23 e22 25 16 5.7 8.9 5.2 26 15 81 
23 16 23 e23 e22 21 17 4.0 7.4 4.5 23 16 198 
24 17 22 e22 23 23 14 4.3 8.4 5.5 20 16 119 
25 18 22 e22 22 20 16 3.5 7.4 5.9 20 23 79 

26 17 22 e23 51 22 16 2.8 7.3 4.7 16 364 48 
27 18 22 24 219 19 17 1.3 9.1 4.9 16 320 35 
28 18 21 22 265 19 17 0.90 10 4.1 20 111 39 
29 19 e25 e21 108 --- 16 1.3 9.6 4.2 84 80 33 
30 18 23 e22 50 --- 16 1.7 11 4.8 65 66 29 
31 19 --- 23 45 --- 16 --- 6.7 --- 38 117 --- 

Total 635 795 685 1,280 738 598 264.60 198.8 182.5 567.1 1,932 3,244 
Mean 20.5 26.5 22.1 41.3 26.4 19.3 8.82 6.41 6.08 18.3 62.3 108 
Max 33 64 24 265 36 27 16 11 9.2 84 364 405 
Min 16 16 18 20 19 14 0.90 1.3 4.0 3.3 15 29 
Ac-ft 1,260 1,580 1,360 2,540 1,460 1,190 525 394 362 1,120 3,830 6,430 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1951 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 61.9 48.4 37.4 32.8 46.3 54.0 36.8 42.8 51.3 52.5 66.6 68.3 
Max 161 122 95.4 68.4 192 197 148 108 105 132 160 226 
(WY) (1973) (1988) (1966) (1969) (1993) (1973) (1973) (1992) (1969) (1957) (1967) (1986) 
Min 1.84 14.0 12.0 10.3 14.6 15.7 2.23 2.30 2.60 1.19 2.45 0.43 
(WY) (1957) (1957) (2004) (2004) (2003) (1951) (1977) (2003) (1977) (1951) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1951 - 2013 
Annual total  8,883.8    11,120.00    
Annual mean  24.3    30.5    50.3   
Highest annual mean    94.6 1973  
Lowest annual mean    16.2 1977  
Highest daily mean  141 Aug 24   405 Sep 15   1,220 Sep 30, 2005  
Lowest daily mean  1.9 Apr 26   0.90 Apr 28   0.08 Sep   9, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  3.1 May   3   1.6 Apr 26   0.14 Sep 21, 1956  
Maximum peak flow   2,400 Sep 15   a3,040Aug   7, 1967

  
Maximum peak stage   7.88 Sep 15   b,c7.58Aug   7, 1967

  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  17,620    22,060    36,420   
10 percent exceeds  41    54    97   
50 percent exceeds  22    21    37   
90 percent exceeds  8.5    5.3    13   
a From rating curve extended above 2,100 ft³/s. 
b From floodmark in gage well. 
c Maximum gage height, 8.21 ft, Sep 21, 1997. 
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