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Water-Data Report 2013 

09342500 SAN JUAN RIVER AT PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO 
Upper San Juan Basin 

Upper San Juan Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°15'55.9", long 107°00'39.6" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SE ¼ SW ¼ sec.13, T.35 N., R.2 W., Archuleta County, 
CO, Hydrologic Unit 14080101, on pedestrian bridge downstream from The Springs Resort in Pagosa Springs, 0.1 mi upstream from McCabe Creek, 0.7 
mi downstream from bridge on U.S. Highway 160, and 1.9 mi upstream from Mill Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--281 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1910 to December 1914, May 1935 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1313: 1914 (M). WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 7,047.53 ft above NGVD of 1929. Jan. 29 to Mar. 6, 1911, 
nonrecording gage at site 0.6 mi upstream, at different datum. Mar. 7 to Oct. 4, 1911, nonrecording gage at site 500 ft upstream at different datum. 
Nov. 23, 1911 to Nov. 14, 1914, nonrecording gage at site 800 ft upstream, at different datum. May 1, 1935 to Mar. 4, 2005, water-stage recorder at 
site 500 ft upstream at datum 4.15 ft lower. Mar. 5, 2005 to Nov. 4, 2010, at site 1,200 ft upstream at datum 10.38 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum stage known since at least 1885, that of Oct. 5, 1911. Flood of June 29, 1927, reached a stage of 
13.5 ft, discharge about 16,000 ft³/s, from information by local residents. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09342500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 47 50 50 48 58 47 265 1,000 776 103 72 207 
2 46 51 48 e46 56 48 272 890 779 88 86 182 
3 44 49 49 e40 57 56 233 820 804 84 146 186 
4 45 49 47 e41 56 63 243 851 788 76 151 179 
5 45 48 44 e41 54 56 319 809 747 77 114 151 

6 44 47 47 e43 58 60 303 773 702 89 117 132 
7 43 46 46 e44 60 69 331 661 625 81 387 124 
8 43 47 44 e44 60 81 315 600 571 69 501 124 
9 42 56 43 43 61 77 283 513 570 66 314 121 

10 e43 73 28 43 57 65 233 443 548 64 241 154 

11 e42 48 29 46 57 67 198 400 510 61 302 341 
12 e44 39 35 43 48 73 208 416 443 76 207 258 
13 e76 48 40 44 50 84 208 537 380 73 210 813 
14 e54 53 41 46 52 109 226 753 339 63 199 1,040 
15 e52 52 44 46 50 143 225 882 305 94 158 928 

16 e53 55 48 43 50 151 211 1,010 267 109 134 772 
17 e53 55 49 43 51 139 255 1,230 239 82 123 670 
18 e53 57 50 43 52 126 205 1,260 212 68 112 956 
19 55 54 47 43 50 117 178 1,040 193 102 131 1,190 
20 57 53 35 43 55 112 201 875 168 104 116 881 

21 57 51 37 44 53 112 205 797 149 80 111 694 
22 57 51 46 44 53 112 288 880 138 66 119 1,010 
23 56 51 e48 45 46 99 396 1,130 125 48 113 1,480 
24 56 51 e49 47 52 86 392 1,300 117 54 131 1,080 
25 55 50 48 49 47 94 421 1,340 110 54 335 860 

26 51 48 45 52 47 97 385 1,300 97 56 723 710 
27 47 46 49 61 45 98 421 1,210 92 54 449 792 
28 51 45 e47 65 46 123 627 1,080 89 115 361 715 
29 52 48 e42 55 --- 160 826 961 93 164 318 640 
30 51 50 e45 45 --- 169 942 831 94 116 293 558 
31 51 --- 48 48 --- 205 --- 807 --- 88 237 --- 

Total 1,565 1,521 1,368 1,428 1,481 3,098 9,815 27,399 11,070 2,524 7,011 17,948 
Mean 50.5 50.7 44.1 46.1 52.9 99.9 327 884 369 81.4 226 598 
Max 76 73 50 65 61 205 942 1,340 804 164 723 1,480 
Min 42 39 28 40 45 47 178 400 89 48 72 121 
Ac-ft 3,100 3,020 2,710 2,830 2,940 6,140 19,470 54,350 21,960 5,010 13,910 35,600 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1936 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 153 95.4 66.5 56.9 63.1 159 563 1,283 1,266 365 178 158 
Max 937 399 161 122 142 487 1,210 2,665 3,066 1,515 740 859 
(WY) (1942) (1987) (2008) (2005) (1995) (2007) (1985) (1941) (1957) (1941) (1999) (1970) 
Min 23.3 33.6 27.5 26.8 29.2 50.3 141 158 56.6 15.5 13.5 18.8 
(WY) (1957) (1956) (1990) (1990) (1964) (1964) (1977) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2013 

 09342500 SAN JUAN RIVER AT PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1936 - 2013 
Annual total  78,464    86,228    
Annual mean  214    236    368   
Highest annual mean    730 1941  
Lowest annual mean    59.0 2002  
Highest daily mean  1,230 Apr 27   1,480 Sep 23   4,640 May 13, 1941  
Lowest daily mean  28 Dec 10   28 Dec 10   a8.3 Aug 28, 2002  
Annual seven-day minimum  37 Dec   8   37 Dec   8   8.7 Aug 28, 2002  
Maximum peak flow   2,230 Sep 22   25,000 Oct   5, 1911  
Maximum peak stage   8.14 Sep 22   b17.80Oct   5, 1911  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  155,600    171,000    266,500   
10 percent exceeds  755    790    1,130   
50 percent exceeds  69    82    110   
90 percent exceeds  45    44    44   
a Also occurred Sep 3, 2002. 
b From floodmarks, site and datum then in use. 
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