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Water-Data Report 2013 

09238900 FISH CREEK AT UPPER STATION NEAR STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO 
White-Yampa Basin 

Upper Yampa Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 40°28′30″, long 106°47′11″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SE ¼ sec.15, T.6 N., R.84 W., Routt County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14050001, on right bank 0.15 mi upstream from Steamboat Boulevard bridge, on Clearwater Trail, 2.45 mi east-southeast of Routt 
County Courthouse in Steamboat Springs, and 2.6 mi upstream from confluence with Yampa River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--25.6 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1966 to September 1972, May 1982 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry, concrete control, and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 7,150 ft above NGVD of 1929, from 
topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions upstream from station by Mount Werner Water District and City 
of Steamboat Springs for domestic use began in 1972 (see table below for figures of diversion). Natural flow of stream affected by storage in Fish 
Creek and Long Lake Reservoirs, combined capacity, 2,237 acre-ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09238900
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 8.3 4.2 4.3 2.8 e3.3 3.9 14 63 107 34 5.9 5.6 
2 9.0 5.5 4.4 e2.8 e2.8 4.0 15 47 149 29 6.5 5.4 
3 10 4.8 4.1 e3.1 e3.1 4.0 16 44 257 28 5.2 5.3 
4 8.1 4.6 e4.2 e2.9 e3.0 4.1 22 49 308 28 5.4 6.4 
5 7.5 4.6 e4.2 e2.9 e2.9 4.0 27 58 346 27 4.9 5.7 

6 6.9 4.4 4.2 e2.9 e3.4 4.5 25 69 356 30 5.2 5.2 
7 6.9 4.6 4.1 e2.9 e3.0 5.1 23 83 442 23 6.9 4.3 
8 7.1 4.4 4.1 e3.3 e3.3 5.2 21 80 656 18 5.0 4.8 
9 7.4 4.7 e4.1 e3.2 e3.5 4.8 19 84 626 9.9 5.9 7.7 

10 7.5 4.4 e3.7 e3.3 e3.2 4.4 18 94 617 7.7 7.2 8.9 

11 7.7 3.6 4.3 e3.4 e2.9 4.3 15 108 591 5.3 7.0 17 
12 8.2 e3.5 4.1 e3.4 e2.5 4.1 14 134 510 5.2 7.4 15 
13 10 e4.4 4.3 e3.7 e3.7 4.5 13 196 417 14 7.4 13 
14 9.6 e4.6 4.0 e3.0 e4.0 5.1 12 262 360 14 8.4 9.1 
15 7.7 4.3 4.2 e2.5 e3.9 6.9 11 272 294 7.8 7.3 8.6 

16 9.2 4.0 4.1 e3.3 e3.6 7.8 11 285 238 6.4 5.7 12 
17 16 4.6 4.4 e3.5 e3.7 6.7 10 319 203 6.2 5.9 6.3 
18 6.2 4.7 4.1 e3.2 e3.0 6.0 11 280 176 4.3 5.7 14 
19 6.5 4.8 e4.2 e3.0 e2.9 6.0 11 216 158 7.4 5.7 10 
20 7.9 4.6 e3.2 e3.1 e3.5 5.5 8.9 170 137 6.2 6.1 5.7 

21 8.0 4.6 e3.5 e3.4 e3.9 5.7 8.8 144 116 2.2 6.7 7.7 
22 7.1 4.5 e3.9 e3.2 e4.0 6.0 10 153 98 2.8 5.4 13 
23 5.7 e4.5 3.8 e3.1 e4.0 5.7 9.0 235 83 5.2 5.6 26 
24 6.2 4.6 3.6 e3.2 e4.0 5.4 9.4 326 73 7.5 7.0 21 
25 6.3 e5.0 3.4 e3.3 e3.6 e5.5 9.4 343 63 7.2 6.8 20 

26 5.4 e5.2 3.3 e3.3 e3.5 4.8 13 364 56 6.4 6.9 14 
27 5.9 e4.8 3.3 e3.5 e3.8 5.4 22 364 48 5.8 6.6 15 
28 5.6 e4.2 e3.7 e3.3 e3.7 6.8 38 313 42 8.7 8.1 17 
29 5.0 e4.4 3.0 e3.0 --- 8.3 64 253 40 8.0 6.4 20 
30 6.1 e4.5 2.9 e2.7 --- 9.3 73 180 40 7.4 5.3 28 
31 5.2 --- 3.0 e3.2 --- 11 --- 141 --- 7.6 5.6 --- 

Total 234.2 135.6 119.7 97.4 95.7 174.8 573.5 5,729 7,607 380.2 195.1 351.7 
Mean 7.55 4.52 3.86 3.14 3.42 5.64 19.1 185 254 12.3 6.29 11.7 
Max 16 5.5 4.4 3.7 4.0 11 73 364 656 34 8.4 28 
Min 5.0 3.5 2.9 2.5 2.5 3.9 8.8 44 40 2.2 4.9 4.3 
Ac-ft 465 269 237 193 190 347 1,140 11,360 15,090 754 387 698 
Diversions, in acre-feet, by Mount Werner Water District and City of Steamboat Springs 
 147 127 165 178 161 181 130 188 365 356 302 237 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1967 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 12.3 10.8 7.91 6.24 5.84 9.77 37.2 217 373 86.0 9.56 10.5 
Max 51.9 31.6 23.3 19.2 15.8 21.4 77.7 358 722 599 24.9 74.0 
(WY) (1998) (1998) (1998) (1998) (1998) (2007) (2012) (1969) (2011) (2011) (2011) (1997) 
Min 2.52 3.07 2.43 2.29 1.88 3.59 8.21 85.5 62.3 3.27 0.86 0.73 
(WY) (1993) (1989) (2000) (2001) (2001) (2002) (1983) (1983) (2012) (2002) (1994) (1994) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1967 - 2013 
Annual total  13,539.3    15,693.9    
Annual mean  a37.0    a43.0    a65.2   
Highest annual mean    130 2011  
Lowest annual mean    29.8 2002  
Highest daily mean  375 May 22   656 Jun   8   1,500 Jul   8, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  2.3 Feb 21   2.2 Jul 21   0.01 Aug   7, 1972  
Annual seven-day minimum  2.7 Feb 21   2.9 Jan   1   0.11 Aug   7, 1972  
Maximum peak flow   885 Jun   8   2,450 Jul   8, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   2.87 Jun   8   3.67 Jul   8, 2011  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  a26,860    a31,130    a47,240   
10 percent exceeds  147    142    230   
50 percent exceeds  7.7    6.2    10   
90 percent exceeds  3.3    3.3    3.4   
a Significantly affected by upstream diversions by Mount Werner Water District and City of Steamboat Springs, since 1972. 
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