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Water-Data Report 2013 

09126000 CIMARRON RIVER NEAR CIMARRON, CO 
Gunnison Basin 

Upper Gunnison Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°15′29.5″, long 107°32′46″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.8, T.46 N., R.6 W., Gunnison County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14020002, on right bank 0.2 mi upstream from Forest Service bridge, 0.8 mi upstream from headgate on Cimarron Ditch, 1.9 mi 
downstream from Silver Jack Dam, and 13 mi south of Cimarron. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--66.7 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1954 to current year. Prior to October 1965, published as Cimarron Creek near Cimarron. Statistical summary computed for 
1971 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 8,641.48 ft above NGVD of 1929. Oct. 14, 1954 to Oct. 11, 
1972 at site 0.4 mi downstream at different datum. Oct. 12, 1972 to Sept. 30, 1996 at site 0.2 mi downstream at datum 10.00 ft lower. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversion upstream from station through Owl Creek Ditch into 
Uncompahgre River Basin. Flow regulated by Silver Jack Dam, 1.9 mi upstream since Dec. 23, 1970, total capacity, 13,520 acre-ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09126000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 12 15 15 e15 e15 15 16 27 228 98 91 90 
2 12 15 15 e15 e15 e15 16 25 289 87 92 89 
3 12 15 15 e15 16 15 16 26 301 87 91 89 
4 12 15 e15 e15 e15 16 17 26 313 87 91 91 
5 12 15 15 e15 e15 e14 17 25 358 87 91 91 

6 12 15 15 e15 e17 e16 17 26 420 87 91 91 
7 12 15 15 e15 15 e17 17 26 399 87 90 91 
8 12 15 15 e15 e14 15 17 25 354 91 89 92 
9 12 15 e14 e15 15 15 17 24 358 103 89 96 

10 14 15 e14 e15 e15 16 19 23 339 103 90 104 

11 15 e14 e14 e15 15 e15 16 23 289 103 89 102 
12 15 e14 e14 e15 e13 15 17 24 274 104 89 103 
13 16 14 e14 e15 e15 15 18 25 235 103 89 106 
14 15 e14 e14 e15 e15 15 18 26 198 103 88 104 
15 15 e14 15 e15 e15 15 17 27 185 101 88 103 

16 15 e14 14 e15 e14 15 18 27 157 96 88 102 
17 15 15 14 e15 e14 15 19 39 150 96 88 102 
18 15 15 14 e15 15 15 20 81 132 96 87 102 
19 15 15 e14 e15 e13 15 25 115 128 96 86 102 
20 15 e15 e15 e15 e15 e15 16 114 124 96 87 102 

21 15 e15 e15 e15 15 e15 17 114 123 96 87 101 
22 15 15 e15 e15 15 e15 19 114 123 95 87 103 
23 15 e15 e15 e15 e13 17 19 115 124 93 88 74 
24 15 e15 e14 e15 e16 e15 19 117 119 93 88 16 
25 15 e15 e15 e15 e14 e15 17 118 113 93 88 15 

26 15 e15 e15 15 e15 e18 20 121 113 93 88 15 
27 15 e14 14 15 e14 14 e25 374 109 93 89 17 
28 15 e15 e15 15 e14 15 33 398 102 92 89 16 
29 15 14 e15 15 --- 15 34 313 102 92 90 16 
30 15 15 e15 15 --- 15 32 224 102 92 90 16 
31 15 --- e15 15 --- 16 --- 203 --- 91 90 --- 

Total 438 442 453 465 412 474 588 2,965 6,361 2,934 2,758 2,341 
Mean 14.1 14.7 14.6 15.0 14.7 15.3 19.6 95.6 212 94.6 89.0 78.0 
Max 16 15 15 15 17 18 34 398 420 104 92 106 
Min 12 14 14 15 13 14 16 23 102 87 86 15 
Ac-ft 869 877 899 922 817 940 1,170 5,880 12,620 5,820 5,470 4,640 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1971 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 42.6 22.0 15.5 14.3 14.5 15.9 24.0 190 415 200 118 73.3 
Max 135 46.9 31.7 30.0 29.4 35.3 46.5 532 844 640 239 126 
(WY) (1983) (1986) (1974) (1974) (1986) (1986) (1987) (2009) (2011) (1995) (1983) (1995) 
Min 14.1 8.18 6.79 2.36 3.03 4.45 8.46 46.5 109 82.7 63.8 21.2 
(WY) (2013) (1990) (1978) (1971) (1971) (1971) (1977) (1995) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2012) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1971 - 2013 
Annual total  16,835    20,631    
Annual mean  46.0    56.5    a95.7   
Highest annual mean    180 1984  
Lowest annual mean    40.2 1977  
Highest daily mean  192 May 23   420 Jun   6   1,330 Jun 16, 1995  
Lowest daily mean  12 Jan 12   12 Oct   1   b,c0.00 Dec 24, 1970  
Annual seven-day minimum  12 Sep 28   12 Oct   1   0.00 Dec 24, 1970  
Maximum peak flow   518 May 27   d,f1,670 Jun   7, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   g2.84 May 27   h4.10 Jun   7, 2011  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  33,390    40,920    69,340   
10 percent exceeds  121    114    241   
50 percent exceeds  15    16    29   
90 percent exceeds  13    14    11   
a Average discharge for 16 years (water years 1955-70), 88.6 ft³/s; 64,190 acre-ft/yr, prior to completion of Silver Jack Dam. 
b Also occurred Dec 25-31, 1970, and Jan 1-9, 1971, as a result of storage in Silver Jack Dam. 
c Minimum daily discharge prior to construction of Silver Jack Dam, 8.0 ft³/s, Dec 27-28, 1962, and Jan 13, 1963. 
d From rating curve extended above 910 ft³/s. 
f Maximum discharge and stage for period of record, 1,790 ft³/s, Jun 28, 1957, gage height, 8.32 ft, site and datum then in use. 
g Maximum gage height, 2.99 ft, Feb 16, backwater from ice. 
h Maximum gage height for statistical period, 6.16 ft, Jun 25, 1971. 
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