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08284510 HERON RESERVOIR NEAR LOS OJOS, NM 
Upper Rio Grande Basin 

Rio Chama Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°39'55.56", long 106°42'19.51" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Rio Arriba County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13020102, in 
Tierra Amarilla Grant, at Heron Dam on Willow Creek, 0.2 mi upstream from Rio Chama, 5.1 mi northeast of El Vado Dam, and 8.7 mi southwest of Los 
Ojos. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--193 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1970 to current year. Published as "near Park View" prior to 1976. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of elevation is NGVD of 1929 (levels by Bureau of Reclamation). Prior to Mar. 24, 1971, 
nonrecording gage. 

COOPERATION.--Records provided by Bureau of Reclamation. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by earthfill dam; storage began Oct. 21, 1970. Total capacity 401,300 acre-ft at elevation 7,186.1 ft, low point on crest of 
uncontrolled spillway, including 1,340 acre-ft of dead storage at elevation 7,003.0 ft, invert of gate sill of outlet tunnel. Reservoir is used for storage of 
transmountain water from San Juan River Basin and for recreation. Figures given herein represent total storage. 

Reservoir Capacity Table Based on survey by Bureau of Reclamation in 1986 (Elevation in feet, capacity in acre-feet ) 

Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents Elevation Contents 
7,110 91,760 7,130 145,765 7,150 219,630 7,170 312,700 7,190 424,800 
7,120 116,315 7,140 180,205 7,160 263,800 7,180 366,200   

 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 401,800 acre-ft, July 28, 1982, elevation, 7,186.19 ft; no storage prior to Oct. 21, 1970. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 184,570 acre-ft, Oct. 1, elevation, 7,141.56 ft; minimum, 85,740 acre-ft, Sep. 9 elevation, 7,107.76 
ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08284510
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 184,570 174,830 171,460 167,060 156,200 145,460 136,020 136,020 134,350 123,950 104,850 86,050 
2 183,320 174,760 171,350 166,780 155,830 145,070 135,870 135,750 134,380 123,440 104,130 86,050 
3 182,380 174,650 171,240 166,570 155,460 144,690 135,780 135,530 134,410 122,840 103,340 85,950 
4 181,670 174,570 171,130 166,360 155,020 144,270 135,630 135,410 134,560 122,270 102,580 85,880 
5 181,040 174,430 171,060 166,140 154,650 143,920 135,690 135,260 134,620 121,680 101,870 85,880 

6 180,330 174,350 171,020 165,930 154,250 143,670 135,840 134,990 134,650 121,170 101,080 85,820 
7 179,660 174,210 170,880 165,620 153,840 143,420 136,020 134,740 134,620 120,640 100,430 85,800 
8 178,990 174,140 170,740 165,230 153,480 143,190 136,180 134,410 134,530 120,080 99,970 85,760 
9 178,540 174,100 170,520 165,230 153,110 142,880 136,330 134,010 134,440 119,440 99,420 85,740 

10 177,950 173,990 170,340 164,810 152,810 142,460 136,420 133,590 134,440 118,860 98,760 85,800 

11 177,660 173,880 170,200 164,420 152,450 142,150 136,450 133,170 134,260 118,280 98,360 85,840 
12 177,620 173,770 170,120 164,000 152,050 141,830 136,510 132,780 134,010 117,640 97,730 85,900 
13 177,470 173,590 170,050 163,580 151,650 141,550 136,580 132,450 133,740 117,040 97,030 86,010 
14 177,400 173,440 170,050 163,160 151,220 141,360 136,360 132,420 133,470 116,440 96,360 86,490 
15 177,210 173,300 170,050 162,820 150,860 141,170 136,670 132,450 133,050 115,950 95,620 86,490 

16 177,100 173,190 169,950 162,430 150,460 141,010 136,670 132,630 132,660 115,410 94,820 86,630 
17 176,920 173,120 169,730 162,050 150,070 140,760 136,670 132,960 132,180 114,820 94,070 86,700 
18 176,740 173,040 169,660 161,670 149,680 140,480 136,640 133,260 131,670 114,200 93,300 86,970 
19 176,620 172,830 169,660 161,330 149,280 140,140 136,640 133,320 131,160 113,880 92,520 87,450 
20 176,480 172,760 169,520 160,880 148,960 139,760 136,670 133,260 130,620 113,080 91,750 87,660 

21 176,370 172,680 169,300 160,530 148,560 139,450 136,640 133,140 130,030 112,500 90,910 87,790 
22 176,150 172,610 169,050 160,150 148,240 139,110 136,700 133,020 129,410 111,890 90,210 88,280 
23 175,960 172,470 168,840 159,780 147,820 138,700 136,790 133,200 128,910 111,230 89,520 89,030 
24 175,740 172,360 168,660 159,360 147,390 138,300 136,640 133,500 128,200 110,400 88,750 89,390 
25 175,600 172,250 168,450 158,950 147,040 137,930 136,640 133,860 127,560 109,590 88,260 89,630 

26 175,410 172,070 168,300 158,580 146,490 137,560 135,900 134,260 127,040 108,820 87,940 89,740 
27 175,300 171,960 168,130 158,060 146,260 137,160 135,530 134,530 126,370 108,100 87,410 89,890 
28 175,190 171,850 167,910 157,790 145,810 136,850 135,320 134,620 125,730 107,720 86,780 90,060 
29 175,010 171,780 167,630 157,420 --- 136,600 135,690 134,590 125,130 107,130 86,090 90,280 
30 174,940 171,560 167,420 157,010 --- 136,360 136,020 134,500 124,520 106,400 85,800 90,340 
31 174,980 --- 167,270 156,600 --- 136,150 --- 134,350 --- 105,590 86,030 --- 

Max 184,570 174,830 171,460 167,060 156,200 145,460 136,790 136,020 134,650 123,950 104,850 90,340 
Min 174,940 171,560 167,270 156,600 145,810 136,150 135,320 132,420 124,520 105,590 85,800 85,740 
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 -10,650 -3,420 -4,290 -10,670 -10,790 -9,660 -130 -1,670 -9,830 -18,930 -19,560 4,310 

 
 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 

Max 266,480 184,570 
Min 167,270 85,740 
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