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Water-Data Report 2013 

05449500 Iowa River near Rowan, IA 
Iowa Basin 

Upper Iowa Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°45'35.9", long 93°37'17.9" referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.25, T.92 N., R.24 W., Wright 
County, IA, Hydrologic Unit 07080207, on left bank 10 ft downstream from bridge on County Highway C38, 3.8 mi northwest of Rowan, 0.9 mi 
downstream from Drainage Ditch 123, 10.7 mi downstream from confluence of East and West Branches, and 313.5 mi upstream from mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--429 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge records from October 1940 to September 1976, June 1977 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1308: 1942-43 (M). WSP 1438: Drainage area. WDR IA-80-1: 1978. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 1,143.35 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to October 14, 1948, non-recording gage 
at same site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. U.S. Geological Survey data collection platform with satellite telemetry 
at station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=05449500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 6.1 15 15 e1.9 e8.5 e14 471 326 1,950 370 149 57 
2 6.1 12 17 e5.8 e13 e14 257 385 1,670 325 135 54 
3 5.8 14 18 e9.2 e16 e15 191 558 1,420 296 130 52 
4 5.9 13 17 e4.7 e11 e14 155 783 1,180 274 122 52 
5 4.9 14 16 e5.7 e8.7 e18 136 1,120 1,020 250 113 52 

6 5.2 15 17 e6.4 e14 e20 120 1,390 1,100 231 116 51 
7 6.3 15 16 e8.3 e13 e20 111 1,550 1,190 212 121 48 
8 7.9 16 15 e5.9 e11 e31 111 1,600 1,150 198 116 46 
9 8.6 16 15 e6.7 e10 e200 151 1,460 1,000 184 106 48 

10 7.9 18 11 e8.2 e20 e850 475 1,260 901 175 98 46 

11 7.2 15 14 e12 e22 e1,250 703 962 921 163 96 45 
12 8.0 13 14 e7.1 e22 e922 780 731 940 152 123 42 
13 12 14 14 e5.2 e27 e689 647 599 926 141 117 37 
14 15 16 14 e5.8 e33 e754 532 527 910 140 102 36 
15 19 15 19 e5.6 e28 678 786 467 861 134 96 36 

16 15 15 19 e7.3 e24 567 759 415 936 128 90 37 
17 13 16 17 e5.6 e30 e597 545 392 1,080 119 85 40 
18 12 16 20 e8.8 e23 e681 637 408 1,130 110 80 54 
19 14 16 17 e8.4 e18 e525 925 493 1,070 105 76 50 
20 13 15 e12 e6.2 e15 e414 946 660 859 100 75 42 

21 14 17 e7.6 e4.2 e25 e310 710 969 628 93 71 40 
22 15 17 e7.2 e8.2 e23 e261 538 1,090 528 93 91 37 
23 14 13 e10 e9.2 e16 239 529 1,060 538 95 100 35 
24 14 12 e6.5 e8.3 e19 246 623 892 599 97 90 31 
25 22 15 e4.3 e7.6 e22 270 592 746 682 93 83 31 

26 27 11 e4.8 e8.4 e19 265 485 1,290 693 301 77 34 
27 25 12 e6.1 e19 e14 316 415 3,570 673 414 72 32 
28 19 14 e10 e19 e13 541 369 3,450 635 402 69 26 
29 16 14 e7.5 e17 --- 797 338 2,910 542 297 66 28 
30 15 14 e7.3 e14 --- 863 332 2,630 439 220 62 30 
31 14 --- e3.7 e11 --- 793 --- 2,290 --- 177 59 --- 

Total 387.9 438 392.0 260.7 518.2 13,174 14,369 36,983 28,171 6,089 2,986 1,249 
Mean 12.5 14.6 12.6 8.41 18.5 425 479 1,193 939 196 96.3 41.6 
Max 27 18 20 19 33 1,250 946 3,570 1,950 414 149 57 
Min 4.9 11 3.7 1.9 8.5 14 111 326 439 93 59 26 
Ac-ft 769 869 778 517 1,030 26,130 28,500 73,360 55,880 12,080 5,920 2,480 
Cfsm 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.04 0.99 1.12 2.78 2.19 0.46 0.22 0.10 
In. 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.02 0.04 1.14 1.25 3.21 2.44 0.53 0.26 0.11 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1941 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 143 135 88.1 59.5 119 403 507 437 545 309 161 131 
Max 720 695 588 298 931 1,646 2,439 1,793 2,529 1,922 1,684 1,213 
(WY) (1987) (1993) (1983) (1983) (1984) (2010) (1965) (1991) (2008) (1993) (1979) (1965) 
Min 8.14 9.49 5.62 3.63 3.54 23.9 32.4 44.3 19.2 5.36 5.14 3.98 
(WY) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1959) (1959) (1968) (1957) (1989) (1989) (1977) (1977) (1977) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2013 

 05449500 Iowa River near Rowan, IA—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1941 - 2013 
Annual total  16,319.9    105,017.8    
Annual mean  44.6    288    254   
Highest annual mean    869 1993  
Lowest annual mean    30.4 1956  
Highest daily mean  445 May   7   3,570 May 27   7,640 Jun 21, 1954 a 
Lowest daily mean  3.7 Dec 31   1.9 Jan   1   1.9 Jan   1, 2013  
Annual seven-day minimum  5.7 Sep 30   5.3 Dec 31   2.9 Sep   8, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   3,790 May 27   8,460 Jun 21, 1954  
Maximum peak stage   12.80 May 27   15.89 Jun   9, 2008  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  32,370    208,300    183,900   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.104    0.671    0.592   
Annual runoff (inches)  1.42    9.11    8.04   
10 percent exceeds  95    914    665   
50 percent exceeds  22    51    91   
90 percent exceeds  8.1    8.1    19   
a Also Jun 10, 2008. 
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