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Water-Data Report 2013 

04062000 PAINT RIVER NEAR ALPHA, MI 
Northwestern Lake Michigan Basin 

Brule Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°00′40″, long 88°15′30″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.25, T.42 N., R.32 W., Iron County, MI, 
Hydrologic Unit 04030106, on right bank 0.6 mi downstream from Lower Paint Dam, 5.5 mi upstream from Brule River, and 6.0 mi southeast of Alpha. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--631 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1952 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1727:  Drainage area, WDR MI-96-1:  1985 (M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder.  Elevation of gage is 1,260 ft above NGVD 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair.  Flow completely regulated by powerplant and Lower Paint Dam, 0.6 mi upstream.  Records not adjusted for diversion to 
Michigamme River by Paint River Diversion Canal.  Gage-height telemeter at station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04062000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 137 262 214 149 e129 e120 e224 4,810 292 258 250 246 
2 174 261 187 149 e124 e120 e236 5,520 296 250 250 246 
3 188 261 187 149 e124 e120 e242 4,680 288 250 250 246 
4 200 261 189 149 e114 e118 e260 3,100 292 250 250 246 
5 210 261 187 149 e114 e125 e266 1,920 292 249 251 246 

6 210 261 175 149 e119 e127 e266 1,160 291 242 252 246 
7 210 259 149 149 e119 e130 e254 893 292 244 252 246 
8 203 257 147 149 e119 e116 e254 908 292 246 252 246 
9 200 255 146 148 e114 e113 e266 890 292 250 252 246 

10 200 253 146 149 e114 e113 e272 873 292 250 251 246 

11 205 255 146 149 e114 e111 e290 869 291 248 250 246 
12 214 257 148 149 e111 e111 e290 864 290 246 250 243 
13 214 257 146 148 e116 e111 e284 688 287 246 248 240 
14 214 257 146 149 e118 e108 e290 577 286 246 247 239 
15 214 257 146 149 e118 e106 e290 572 284 246 247 239 

16 214 257 146 139 e118 e99 e308 409 284 246 247 240 
17 210 257 146 e144 e116 e97 319 290 270 248 246 239 
18 207 257 146 e139 e116 e97 340 290 263 251 246 239 
19 230 256 146 e139 e120 e99 389 290 263 251 246 241 
20 246 255 146 e134 e120 e100 407 290 263 250 246 242 

21 246 255 145 e139 e116 e117 406 291 265 253 246 242 
22 244 254 146 e139 e116 e123 366 301 265 253 246 242 
23 235 257 146 e134 e116 e135 372 297 267 253 246 242 
24 231 257 149 e134 e118 e140 377 297 266 253 246 e234 
25 248 257 147 e134 e116 e140 382 296 265 255 246 e226 

26 265 256 168 e139 e113 e146 387 293 265 257 246 e220 
27 265 252 146 e139 e116 e164 443 292 265 256 248 217 
28 265 250 146 e134 e118 e170 1,600 292 268 256 247 218 
29 265 250 146 e134 --- e182 3,050 291 268 254 246 217 
30 262 250 146 e129 --- e194 3,930 297 268 253 247 217 
31 262 --- 147 e129 --- e212 --- 307 --- 252 246 --- 

Total 6,888 7,694 4,821 4,412 3,286 3,964 17,060 33,147 8,362 7,762 7,693 7,143 
Mean 222 256 156 142 117 128 569 1,069 279 250 248 238 
Max 265 262 214 149 129 212 3,930 5,520 296 258 252 246 
Min 137 250 145 129 111 97 224 290 263 242 246 217 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 149 143 113 110 111 120 507 396 219 169 131 138 
Max 554 383 250 241 241 487 2,512 1,921 937 969 349 317 
(WY) (1986) (1989) (2003) (2003) (2010) (1973) (2002) (1996) (1983) (1953) (2002) (2010) 
Min 81.5 81.3 81.3 71.4 76.8 84.0 81.4 83.5 85.4 82.0 81.7 66.8 
(WY) (2000) (2002) (2001) (1955) (2001) (1956) (1990) (1992) (1975) (1998) (2001) (1962) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1952 - 2013 
Annual total  98,786    112,232    
Annual mean  270    307    192   
Highest annual mean    427 2002  
Lowest annual mean    87.9 2000  
Highest daily mean  1,880 Jul   4   5,520 May   2   12,100 Apr 17, 2002  
Lowest daily mean  136 Sep 30   97 Mar 17   62 Mar 22, 1963 a 
Annual seven-day minimum  146 Dec 15   101 Mar 14   65 Jan   9, 1955  
Maximum peak flow   6,380 May   1   b12,300Apr 17, 2002

  
Maximum peak stage   9.95 May   1   c11.44Apr 17, 2002

  
10 percent exceeds  370    296    288   
50 percent exceeds  214    246    93   
90 percent exceeds  175    119    85   
a Also occurred Apr. 22, 2001. 
b From rating curve extended above 6,000 ft³/s. 
c From floodmark. 
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