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Water-Data Report 2013 

03198500 BIG COAL RIVER AT ASHFORD, WV 
Kanawha Basin 
Coal Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°10′47″, long 81°42′42″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Boone County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 05050009, on left bank at 
downstream side of highway bridge at Ashford, 300 ft upstream from Lick Creek, 1.0 mi downstream from Brush Creek, 1.8 mi upstream from Bull 
Creek, and at mile 30.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--391 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1908 to September 1916, and May 1930 to current year (daily discharge and peaks). Published as Coal River at Brushton, June 
1908 to September 1916 and as Coal River at Ashford, May 1930 to September 1960. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1305: 1913-14(M). WSP 1335: 1912, 1916(M). WDR WV-82-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 621.83 ft above NAVD 88 (622.51 ft above NGVD 29, corrected). Prior to Aug. 9, 
1916, nonrecording gage at site 1.0 mi upstream at different datum. May 7, 1930, to Feb. 10, 1939, nonrecording gage at present site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for periods of estimated discharges, which are poor. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 5,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 16 1700 *8,860 *13.97 
Jan 31 1030 8,400 13.45 

Minimum discharge, 65 ft³/s, Sept. 10, 11, 12, 30, gage height, 1.47 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03198500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 218 1,540 150 796 3,010 416 771 270 239 226 155 99 
2 230 1,580 144 758 1,630 413 682 253 266 621 155 98 
3 330 1,230 143 688 1,210 405 601 228 347 419 141 98 
4 287 1,060 e142 617 947 387 536 208 280 320 129 93 
5 e219 990 161 540 871 386 557 199 251 313 120 87 

6 179 722 170 e486 1,010 668 580 199 357 280 111 81 
7 158 544 172 e445 1,030 1,030 554 254 345 444 112 79 
8 146 439 175 e401 973 849 523 733 385 411 108 76 
9 148 374 1,070 e362 848 696 477 2,130 319 325 127 74 

10 143 339 1,600 e355 723 610 433 1,170 350 268 242 69 

11 136 313 2,080 e359 658 553 399 925 469 845 250 68 
12 125 329 1,320 e362 594 580 452 975 468 776 465 86 
13 114 345 828 e378 559 597 469 795 740 497 377 96 
14 110 325 589 e428 578 571 422 659 1,330 403 382 97 
15 107 295 466 e526 530 535 412 559 784 281 309 82 

16 109 272 393 6,040 506 522 409 494 488 227 229 76 
17 105 250 360 4,240 472 493 428 839 520 196 183 75 
18 105 229 490 1,970 433 517 497 645 617 178 168 72 
19 114 215 e740 1,290 441 620 528 513 1,030 170 153 73 
20 121 213 705 993 441 701 718 582 759 163 146 73 

21 119 197 949 794 414 694 727 622 496 223 145 88 
22 e113 181 1,070 649 411 626 611 e452 368 322 154 141 
23 e113 172 773 538 415 551 523 520 292 417 154 116 
24 110 165 639 482 391 497 463 552 247 542 137 97 
25 110 158 642 422 363 638 422 543 223 405 133 87 

26 105 152 e796 403 355 747 358 467 201 293 116 87 
27 94 172 1,700 372 384 747 317 404 199 233 107 79 
28 96 172 1,550 407 400 721 318 362 212 248 106 75 
29 192 163 e1,150 463 --- 712 321 325 194 214 131 69 
30 e941 155 e1,050 854 --- 743 297 289 180 182 111 66 
31 1,420 --- 877 6,500 --- 757 --- 264 --- 163 103 --- 

Total 6,617 13,291 23,094 33,918 20,597 18,982 14,805 17,430 12,956 10,605 5,459 2,557 
Mean 213 443 745 1,094 736 612 494 562 432 342 176 85.2 
Max 1,420 1,580 2,080 6,500 3,010 1,030 771 2,130 1,330 845 465 141 
Min 94 152 142 355 355 386 297 199 180 163 103 66 
Cfsm 0.55 1.13 1.91 2.80 1.88 1.57 1.26 1.44 1.10 0.87 0.45 0.22 
In. 0.63 1.26 2.20 3.23 1.96 1.81 1.41 1.66 1.23 1.01 0.52 0.24 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1908 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 129 267 559 820 979 1,174 920 624 322 238 179 112 
Max 1,086 1,994 2,043 2,241 2,294 2,866 2,448 2,169 1,208 1,457 1,570 651 
(WY) (1990) (2004) (1943) (1974) (2003) (1955) (1987) (1996) (1981) (2001) (1916) (2003) 
Min 1.11 5.94 16.7 29.4 142 366 173 89.2 19.6 6.41 11.9 1.13 
(WY) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1940) (1941) (1988) (1942) (1941) (1936) (1930) (1957) (1930) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1908 - 2013 
Annual total  200,215    180,311    
Annual mean  547    494    526   
Highest annual mean    872 2004  
Lowest annual mean    206 1941  
Highest daily mean  6,000 Apr 27   6,500 Jan 31   20,400 Mar   7, 1967  
Lowest daily mean  61 Aug 30 a  66 Sep 30   0.00 Sep 18, 1930 b 
Annual seven-day minimum  65 Aug 28   76 Sep   6   0.00 Oct   6, 1930  
Maximum peak flow   8,860 Jan 16   c35,800Aug   9, 1916

  
Maximum peak stage   13.97 Jan 16   d36.30Aug   9, 1916

  
Instantaneous low flow   65 Sep 10 e  0.00 Sep 18, 1930 b 
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.40    1.26    1.35   
Annual runoff (inches)  19.05    17.15    18.28   
10 percent exceeds  1,170    931    1,240   
50 percent exceeds  314    384    240   
90 percent exceeds  99    107    32   
a Also Aug. 31. 
b Also Sept. 19-21, 24, Oct. 6-12, 1930. 
c From rating curve extended above 25,000 ft³/s. 
d Observed.  From floodmark, site and datum then in use.  The peak stage is 35.66 ft at present site and datum. 
e Also Sept 11, 12, 30. 
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