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Water-Data Report 2013 

03069500 CHEAT RIVER NEAR PARSONS, WV 
Monongahela Basin 

Cheat Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°07′22″, long 79°40′53″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Tucker County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 05020004, on left bank 2.0 
mi north of Parsons, 3.0 mi downstream from confluence of Black Fork and Shavers Fork, and at mile 75.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--722 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1913 to current year (daily discharge and peaks). Monthly discharge only for some periods published in WSP 1305. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1305: 1917(M), 1924(M), 1932(M), 1936(M), 1938-39(M). WSP 1335: 1916. WSP 1385:1918-19(M). WDR WV-97-1: Drainage 
area, 1888(M), 1914(P), 1915-16(M), 1917(P), 1924(P), 1939(P), 1940(M), 1942(M),1948-49(M), 1955-57(M), 1962-64(M), 1967(M), 1971-73(M), 1977(M).  
WDR-US-2009: 1982(M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 1,589.93 ft above NAVD 88 (GPS levels +/- 0.11 ft). Prior to Aug. 17, 1944, 
nonrecording gage on Moss Bridge about 1,600 ft upstream at datum 1.13 ft higher. Nov. 21, 1985, to Sept. 30, 1986, recording gage on Moss Bridge 
at datum 1.27 ft lower. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for period of estimated daily discharges, which are poor. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of 1844 was about 85,000 ft³/s. Flood of July 10, 1888 reached a stage of 20.5 ft, from floodmarks, at site 
and datum in use prior to Aug. 17, 1944, discharge, 71,000 ft³/s. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 16,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 16 1600 19,700 10.68 
Jan 31 0715 30,800 12.83 
Jun 14 0245 17,000 10.07 

Aug 29 0800 *38,300 *14.04 

Minimum discharge, 216 ft³/s, Oct. 27, 28, gage height, 2.30 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03069500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 317 1,540 519 1,120 7,950 1,180 6,580 1,160 443 1,100 470 2,290 
2 320 1,570 532 1,060 4,040 1,020 5,270 954 414 904 473 1,680 
3 699 1,550 1,490 848 2,930 914 3,380 834 581 689 454 2,120 
4 624 1,460 1,730 816 2,160 817 2,470 746 617 564 567 1,460 
5 430 1,530 1,570 781 1,890 780 2,070 678 461 488 435 1,080 

6 351 1,480 1,350 804 1,670 1,020 2,410 618 389 513 344 860 
7 308 1,510 1,200 773 1,380 957 2,830 1,430 693 428 327 705 
8 294 1,360 1,560 619 1,400 878 5,160 9,700 1,220 530 612 596 
9 415 1,260 3,600 679 1,560 794 7,030 6,660 1,030 551 2,350 520 

10 503 1,540 6,140 1,530 1,250 1,180 7,650 4,080 771 513 2,910 458 

11 451 3,570 6,050 2,700 2,130 2,720 6,020 5,880 1,670 510 1,950 407 
12 370 8,530 3,780 8,270 4,820 7,900 7,220 5,930 1,360 1,300 1,170 814 
13 320 11,600 2,530 8,110 3,250 6,670 5,790 3,700 7,210 2,330 3,530 872 
14 286 5,570 1,920 6,290 2,340 3,730 3,380 2,560 12,500 1,290 4,260 686 
15 274 3,270 1,540 7,000 1,850 2,590 2,480 1,980 5,180 812 2,140 533 

16 285 2,280 1,340 15,200 1,580 2,540 2,120 1,620 2,790 589 1,360 437 
17 281 1,750 1,230 9,960 1,280 5,610 2,490 1,450 1,930 908 978 402 
18 257 1,410 1,670 4,980 1,050 4,610 2,370 1,180 1,490 1,240 827 351 
19 343 1,210 1,860 3,120 1,200 4,250 2,080 1,160 1,540 1,670 994 314 
20 471 1,090 1,610 2,320 1,130 4,570 5,120 1,010 1,190 1,880 844 290 

21 396 1,020 3,820 1,810 949 3,310 3,310 1,000 892 1,750 857 454 
22 321 930 3,340 1,320 934 2,430 2,350 913 722 2,220 2,250 916 
23 282 863 2,330 923 964 1,980 1,850 837 624 2,770 3,270 909 
24 264 999 1,950 e872 1,220 1,710 1,550 928 536 3,340 3,530 546 
25 249 899 2,460 e868 1,170 1,590 1,490 1,200 746 1,970 1,870 412 

26 231 754 2,680 e854 1,080 1,380 1,270 933 625 1,270 1,210 347 
27 220 715 2,300 843 1,140 1,210 1,060 760 846 931 981 300 
28 218 685 1,780 1,140 1,320 1,060 963 683 2,290 852 8,920 284 
29 648 614 1,560 6,110 --- 986 1,030 611 3,310 830 26,300 257 
30 1,660 535 1,350 6,320 --- 1,140 1,280 529 1,600 618 7,460 231 
31 1,400 --- 1,100 22,200 --- 2,200 --- 469 --- 496 3,660 --- 

Total 13,488 63,094 67,891 120,240 55,637 73,726 100,073 62,193 55,670 35,856 87,303 21,531 
Mean 435 2,103 2,190 3,879 1,987 2,378 3,336 2,006 1,856 1,157 2,816 718 
Max 1,660 11,600 6,140 22,200 7,950 7,900 7,650 9,700 12,500 3,340 26,300 2,290 
Min 218 535 519 619 934 780 963 469 389 428 327 231 
Cfsm 0.60 2.91 3.03 5.37 2.75 3.29 4.62 2.78 2.57 1.60 3.90 0.99 
In. 0.69 3.25 3.50 6.20 2.87 3.80 5.16 3.20 2.87 1.85 4.50 1.11 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1913 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 896 1,448 2,103 2,361 2,556 3,278 2,600 2,070 1,261 946 846 616 
Max 3,882 7,540 4,969 5,217 6,223 8,028 6,272 7,187 4,013 4,228 3,203 3,093 
(WY) (1977) (1986) (1973) (1996) (1994) (1963) (1958) (1996) (1974) (1996) (1942) (2003) 
Min 18.6 37.5 387 370 459 441 668 443 188 89.3 34.9 23.3 
(WY) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1977) (1978) (1915) (1921) (1930) (1991) (1930) (1930) (1930) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1913 - 2013 
Annual total  549,666    756,702    
Annual mean  1,502    2,073    1,744   
Highest annual mean    3,124 1996  
Lowest annual mean    1,111 1930  
Highest daily mean  19,000 Mar   1   26,300 Aug 29   70,000 Nov   5, 1985  
Lowest daily mean  71 Sep   1   218 Oct 28   10 Aug 12, 1930  
Annual seven-day minimum  94 Aug 27   255 Oct 22   11 Oct   9, 1930  
Maximum peak flow   38,300 Aug 29   a170,000 Nov   5, 

1985  
Maximum peak stage   14.04 Aug 29   b24.30Nov   5, 1985

  
Instantaneous low flow   216 Oct 27 c  d9.0 Aug 12, 1930  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.08    2.87    2.42   
Annual runoff (inches)  28.32    38.99    32.81   
10 percent exceeds  3,290    5,140    4,020   
50 percent exceeds  1,040    1,210    985   
90 percent exceeds  178    415    178   
a From rating curve extended above 55,000 ft³/s, highest since 1844. 
b From floodmarks. 
c Also Oct. 28. 
d Observed. 
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