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Water-Data Report 2013 

02334400 LAKE SIDNEY LANIER NEAR BUFORD, GA 
Apalachicola Basin 

Upper Chattahoochee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°09′45″, long 84°04′32″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Forsyth County, GA, Hydrologic Unit 03130001, at forebay of 
dam on Chattahoochee River, 2.5 miles upstream from bridge on GA 20, 4.5 miles northwest of Buford, and at mile 348.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,034 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 2007 to current year. Elevation records collected at same site since February 1957 to June 2007 in files of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

GAGE.--Satellite telemetry with a water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988 (levels by U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers). 

COOPERATION.--U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District. 

REMARKS.--Records are good. Lake is formed by a rolled-fill earth dam. Storage began in January 1956; dam completed in June 1957. Usable capacity, 
1,686,000 acre-feet between elevations 1035 feet and 1085 feet. Dead storage 868,000 acre-feet. Capacity table furnished by U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 2,064,000 acre-feet, May 8, 2013; maximum elevation recorded, 1073.73 feet, May 8, 2013; 
minimum contents, 1,272,000 acre-feet, December 28, 2007; minimum elevation recorded, 1050.72 feet, December 28, 2007. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 2,205,200 acre-feet, April 14, 1964; maximum elevation, 1,077.20 feet, April 14, 1964; 
minimum contents, after beginning operation, 1,329,300 acre-feet, December 23, 24 1981; minimum elevation, 1,052.66 feet, December 23, 24 1981. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 2,064,000 acre-feet, May 8; maximum elevation recorded, 1073.73 feet, May 8; minimum contents, 
1,442,000 acre-feet, December 19; minimum elevation recorded, 1056.29 feet, December 19. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=02334400
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, THOUSAND ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,599 1,614 1,476 1,493 1,678 1,802 1,914 2,006 1,996 1,983 1,996 2,023 
2 1,645 1,607 1,473 1,499 1,683 1,805 1,916 2,001 1,999 1,982 1,994 2,025 
3 1,662 1,604 1,468 1,502 1,687 1,808 1,919 1,996 2,003 1,983 1,993 2,026 
4 1,665 1,602 1,465 1,504 1,690 1,811 1,924 1,996 2,005 1,991 1,995 2,020 
5 1,667 1,597 1,462 1,506 1,693 1,813 1,926 2,020 2,002 2,003 1,995 2,013 

6 1,666 1,592 1,459 1,507 1,695 1,817 1,929 2,047 2,002 2,018 1,992 2,005 
7 1,665 1,585 1,456 1,507 1,699 1,819 1,931 2,059 1,999 2,036 2,003 2,001 
8 1,665 1,577 1,455 1,508 1,701 1,821 1,933 2,062 2,001 2,042 2,017 2,002 
9 1,663 1,570 1,452 1,509 1,703 1,824 1,936 2,056 2,005 2,037 2,020 2,003 

10 1,661 1,564 1,452 1,509 1,707 1,826 1,938 2,047 2,014 2,033 2,018 1,999 

11 1,660 1,559 1,450 1,510 1,716 1,829 1,940 2,044 2,019 2,024 2,024 1,994 
12 1,659 1,555 1,450 1,512 1,722 1,838 1,952 2,047 2,016 2,015 2,030 1,990 
13 1,658 1,548 1,448 1,515 1,726 1,843 1,959 2,044 2,012 2,014 2,029 1,987 
14 1,656 1,543 1,446 1,518 1,729 1,846 1,964 2,034 2,010 2,018 2,026 1,985 
15 1,654 1,536 1,444 1,528 1,732 1,848 1,967 2,023 2,011 2,020 2,020 1,986 

16 1,653 1,529 1,444 1,551 1,734 1,851 1,968 2,014 2,013 2,014 2,015 1,986 
17 1,652 1,527 1,445 1,575 1,735 1,853 1,968 2,006 2,018 2,006 2,013 1,984 
18 1,651 1,524 1,444 1,602 1,738 1,857 1,968 2,004 2,015 2,009 2,017 1,981 
19 1,649 1,519 1,444 1,614 1,740 1,860 1,970 2,036 2,013 2,007 2,036 1,979 
20 1,647 1,516 1,446 1,620 1,742 1,862 1,975 2,052 2,007 2,008 2,048 1,977 

21 1,646 1,511 1,454 1,624 1,745 1,864 1,979 2,050 1,999 2,013 2,053 1,978 
22 1,644 1,508 1,456 1,627 1,753 1,866 1,980 2,041 1,994 2,013 2,056 1,983 
23 1,642 1,503 1,457 1,630 1,761 1,871 1,975 2,034 1,995 2,010 2,057 1,984 
24 1,641 1,501 1,459 1,633 1,767 1,882 1,970 2,028 1,995 2,005 2,057 1,982 
25 1,640 1,498 1,462 1,636 1,772 1,889 1,965 2,024 1,991 2,001 2,060 1,984 

26 1,638 1,492 1,473 1,637 1,782 1,894 1,957 2,026 1,987 1,997 2,057 1,985 
27 1,637 1,489 1,483 1,640 1,793 1,897 1,956 2,029 1,984 1,999 2,047 1,983 
28 1,635 1,485 1,486 1,642 1,799 1,899 1,969 2,027 1,981 2,003 2,038 1,982 
29 1,633 1,481 1,488 1,643 --- 1,902 1,998 2,018 1,980 2,003 2,029 1,983 
30 1,626 1,478 1,490 1,649 --- 1,904 2,007 2,009 1,982 2,000 2,021 1,983 
31 1,620 --- 1,491 1,670 --- 1,909 --- 1,999 --- 1,997 2,018 --- 

Total 51,099 46,214 45,278 48,620 48,422 57,410 58,653 62,879 60,048 62,284 62,774 59,793 
Mean 1,648 1,540 1,461 1,568 1,729 1,852 1,955 2,028 2,002 2,009 2,025 1,993 
Max 1,667 1,614 1,491 1,670 1,799 1,909 2,007 2,062 2,019 2,042 2,060 2,026 
Min 1,599 1,478 1,444 1,493 1,678 1,802 1,914 1,996 1,980 1,982 1,992 1,977 
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ELEVATION OF RESERVOIR WATER SURFACE ABOVE DATUM, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,061.10 1,061.55 1,057.35 1,057.88 1,063.41 1,066.91 1,069.91 1,072.26 1,072.01 1,071.67 1,072.02 1,072.68 
2 1,062.48 1,061.36 1,057.26 1,058.07 1,063.55 1,066.99 1,069.98 1,072.14 1,072.08 1,071.64 1,071.95 1,072.74 
3 1,062.97 1,061.26 1,057.10 1,058.17 1,063.67 1,067.07 1,070.06 1,072.00 1,072.18 1,071.67 1,071.92 1,072.77 
4 1,063.06 1,061.20 1,056.99 1,058.22 1,063.77 1,067.15 1,070.18 1,072.01 1,072.22 1,071.88 1,071.97 1,072.62 
5 1,063.10 1,061.07 1,056.90 1,058.27 1,063.84 1,067.21 1,070.23 1,072.61 1,072.15 1,072.17 1,071.97 1,072.44 

6 1,063.08 1,060.92 1,056.80 1,058.30 1,063.92 1,067.30 1,070.29 1,073.29 1,072.16 1,072.56 1,071.91 1,072.22 
7 1,063.06 1,060.71 1,056.73 1,058.32 1,064.02 1,067.38 1,070.36 1,073.59 1,072.09 1,073.02 1,072.18 1,072.12 
8 1,063.06 1,060.47 1,056.69 1,058.35 1,064.08 1,067.44 1,070.41 1,073.67 1,072.14 1,073.17 1,072.53 1,072.16 
9 1,063.00 1,060.25 1,056.61 1,058.36 1,064.15 1,067.51 1,070.47 1,073.53 1,072.23 1,073.04 1,072.60 1,072.18 

10 1,062.93 1,060.08 1,056.58 1,058.38 1,064.24 1,067.57 1,070.52 1,073.30 1,072.46 1,072.94 1,072.56 1,072.07 

11 1,062.91 1,059.92 1,056.53 1,058.42 1,064.50 1,067.65 1,070.58 1,073.21 1,072.59 1,072.72 1,072.71 1,071.95 
12 1,062.87 1,059.80 1,056.52 1,058.48 1,064.67 1,067.88 1,070.89 1,073.30 1,072.51 1,072.49 1,072.86 1,071.85 
13 1,062.85 1,059.60 1,056.47 1,058.55 1,064.79 1,068.01 1,071.08 1,073.23 1,072.41 1,072.45 1,072.84 1,071.77 
14 1,062.79 1,059.44 1,056.40 1,058.66 1,064.88 1,068.09 1,071.19 1,072.96 1,072.37 1,072.55 1,072.77 1,071.73 
15 1,062.74 1,059.20 1,056.36 1,058.96 1,064.96 1,068.15 1,071.27 1,072.68 1,072.40 1,072.61 1,072.62 1,071.75 

16 1,062.71 1,058.98 1,056.34 1,059.68 1,065.01 1,068.22 1,071.30 1,072.46 1,072.44 1,072.46 1,072.48 1,071.75 
17 1,062.69 1,058.94 1,056.39 1,060.42 1,065.06 1,068.29 1,071.29 1,072.26 1,072.55 1,072.27 1,072.42 1,071.69 
18 1,062.65 1,058.84 1,056.35 1,061.21 1,065.12 1,068.39 1,071.29 1,072.20 1,072.49 1,072.33 1,072.54 1,071.62 
19 1,062.58 1,058.68 1,056.33 1,061.55 1,065.20 1,068.47 1,071.34 1,073.02 1,072.44 1,072.28 1,073.02 1,071.57 
20 1,062.54 1,058.58 1,056.42 1,061.73 1,065.25 1,068.54 1,071.47 1,073.42 1,072.29 1,072.31 1,073.34 1,071.53 

21 1,062.51 1,058.45 1,056.65 1,061.87 1,065.32 1,068.58 1,071.56 1,073.37 1,072.08 1,072.44 1,073.44 1,071.55 
22 1,062.45 1,058.34 1,056.73 1,061.95 1,065.55 1,068.64 1,071.59 1,073.14 1,071.96 1,072.45 1,073.52 1,071.67 
23 1,062.39 1,058.18 1,056.77 1,062.04 1,065.78 1,068.78 1,071.47 1,072.97 1,071.99 1,072.35 1,073.56 1,071.70 
24 1,062.36 1,058.12 1,056.82 1,062.12 1,065.95 1,069.07 1,071.34 1,072.81 1,071.98 1,072.22 1,073.54 1,071.66 
25 1,062.32 1,058.02 1,056.91 1,062.21 1,066.08 1,069.26 1,071.21 1,072.70 1,071.87 1,072.12 1,073.64 1,071.70 

26 1,062.28 1,057.84 1,057.25 1,062.25 1,066.35 1,069.38 1,071.02 1,072.77 1,071.79 1,072.02 1,073.55 1,071.72 
27 1,062.23 1,057.74 1,057.56 1,062.34 1,066.65 1,069.46 1,071.00 1,072.83 1,071.70 1,072.08 1,073.29 1,071.68 
28 1,062.18 1,057.62 1,057.66 1,062.38 1,066.81 1,069.52 1,071.33 1,072.80 1,071.64 1,072.17 1,073.08 1,071.66 
29 1,062.12 1,057.49 1,057.73 1,062.42 --- 1,069.60 1,072.05 1,072.57 1,071.61 1,072.19 1,072.84 1,071.68 
30 1,061.91 1,057.39 1,057.79 1,062.58 --- 1,069.66 1,072.27 1,072.33 1,071.65 1,072.10 1,072.63 1,071.68 
31 1,061.73 --- 1,057.80 1,063.18 --- 1,069.80 --- 1,072.09 --- 1,072.03 1,072.57 --- 

Total 32,939.65 31,780.04 32,762.79 32,865.32 29,816.58 33,115.97 32,128.95 33,257.52 32,164.48 33,242.40 33,254.87 32,157.91 
Mean 1,062.57 1,059.34 1,056.86 1,060.17 1,064.88 1,068.26 1,070.96 1,072.82 1,072.15 1,072.34 1,072.74 1,071.93 
Max 1,063.10 1,061.55 1,057.80 1,063.18 1,066.81 1,069.80 1,072.27 1,073.67 1,072.59 1,073.17 1,073.64 1,072.77 
Min 1,061.10 1,057.39 1,056.33 1,057.88 1,063.41 1,066.91 1,069.91 1,072.00 1,071.61 1,071.64 1,071.91 1,071.53 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 2007 to current year. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--Tipping-bucket raingage. 

 
PRECIPITATION, TOTAL, INCHES 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 
DAILY SUM VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 --- --- 0.00 1.54 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.93 1.30 0.00 
2 --- --- 0.00 0.06 0.22 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.00 0.02 
3 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.08 0.00 --- 1.28 0.00 0.00 
4 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 1.08 --- 0.98 0.00 0.00 
5 --- --- 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.32 0.01 1.95 --- 0.71 0.00 0.00 

6 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.08 0.47 0.00 0.00 
7 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 --- 0.30 0.04 3.85 0.00 
8 --- --- 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.01 0.13 0.19 
9 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 1.91 0.53 0.00 0.00 

10 --- --- 0.39 0.00 0.95 0.00 0.00 --- 0.32 0.20 0.32 0.00 

11 --- --- 0.00 0.37 0.24 1.24 1.27 --- 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.00 
12 --- --- 0.00 0.01 0.08 0.02 0.17 --- 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.00 
13 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 --- 0.17 0.01 0.17 0.00 
14 --- --- 0.00 0.69 0.00 0.00 0.08 --- 0.01 0.08 0.00 0.00 
15 --- --- 0.00 0.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.00 

16 --- --- 0.77 0.52 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.13 0.00 0.04 0.00 
17 --- --- 0.11 1.06 0.00 0.00 0.19 --- 1.08 0.90 0.09 0.00 
18 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.00 --- 0.53 0.03 0.54 0.00 
19 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.28 0.00 0.94 --- 0.00 0.02 1.87 0.00 
20 --- --- 1.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.13 0.00 0.00 

21 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.20 0.02 1.00 
22 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.76 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.12 1.14 0.00 
23 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.46 1.36 0.00 --- 0.15 0.00 0.01 0.00 
24 --- --- 0.55 0.00 0.00 0.74 0.12 --- 0.04 0.01 0.00 0.01 
25 --- --- 0.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.72 0.00 0.72 

26 --- --- 0.56 0.00 0.48 0.00 0.00 --- 0.19 0.01 0.00 0.00 
27 --- --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.34 --- 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 
28 --- --- 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.73 --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
29 --- --- 0.31 0.05 --- 0.00 0.00 --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
30 --- --- 0.00 1.72 --- 0.33 0.00 --- 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
31 --- --- 0.00 0.01 --- 0.21 --- --- --- 0.13 0.19 --- 

Total --- --- 4.46 6.70 3.59 4.52 4.98 --- --- 7.57 9.80 1.94 
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