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02276400 LAKE OKEECHOBEE, FL 
Southern Florida Basin 

Lake Okeechobee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 26°57′00″, long 80°50′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Palm Beach County, FL, Hydrologic Unit 03090201, Center of 
lake, in southern Florida. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--5,650 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1912 to current year.  Monthly gage readings for period of record April 1912 to April 1915, twice-monthly readings for period 
May 1915 to December 1929, and daily gage readings for period January 1930 to September 1931 are from several sources including the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and South Florida Water Management District. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WRD FL-1969: Surface area. WDR FL-77-1: capacity table. 

GAGE.--Four water-stage recorders at various locations around the lake. From Oct. 1, 2000 to Mar. 14, 2001, ten water-stage recorders at various locations 
around the rim of the lake. Datum of gages is at NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers). See WDR FL-00-1A for history of changes 
prior to Oct. 1, 2000. 

COOPERATION.--Records of elevations and capacity table provided by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

REMARKS.--Surface area 436,000 acres (681 mi²) at elevation 14 ft above NGVD of 1929, from data provided by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Lake is 
diked to form a reservoir and is regulated by control structure gates at several outlets. It is used for navigation, municipal water supply, irrigation, and 
flood control. Total usable capacity is 2,860,000 acre-ft between elevations 10.5 and 17.5 ft. Daily elevations are an average of the four gage readings 
from the interior of the lake. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum elevation observed, 20.2 ft, September and November 1912; minimum daily, 8.82 ft, July 2, 2007. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily elevation, 16.05 ft, Aug. 10; minimum daily elevation, 13.27 ft, May 28. 
 

Capacity table, (elevation, in feet, and capacity, in acre-feet) 
10.0    2,040,000       15.0    3,950,000 
11.0    2,370,000       16.0    4,380,000 
12.0    2,720,000       17.0    4,830,000 
13.0    3,110,000       18.0    5,290,000 

                                                                                           14.0    3,530,000 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=02276400
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LAKE OR RESERVOIR WATER SURFACE ELEVATION ABOVE NGVD 1929, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 15.64 15.75 15.11 14.98 14.60 14.34 13.78 13.44 13.33 14.23 15.86 15.56 
2 15.69 15.73 15.10 14.98 14.58 14.30 13.76 13.53 13.36 14.33 15.87 15.55 
3 15.70 15.70 15.09 14.97 14.56 14.27 13.74 13.59 13.39 14.42 15.89 15.55 
4 15.72 15.69 15.08 14.95 14.53 14.22 13.73 13.61 13.40 14.52 15.91 15.54 
5 15.77 15.67 15.07 14.94 14.50 14.21 13.77 13.60 13.41 14.60 15.94 15.53 

6 15.80 15.67 15.04 14.95 14.47 14.20 13.73 13.58 13.55 14.68 15.99 15.51 
7 15.84 15.65 15.03 15.01 14.45 14.15 13.73 13.56 13.69 14.72 16.03 15.52 
8 15.88 15.59 15.03 15.01 14.44 14.14 13.71 13.54 13.77 14.75 16.04 15.51 
9 15.92 15.55 15.10 15.01 14.40 14.11 13.69 13.51 13.84 14.77 16.04 15.49 

10 15.92 15.54 15.11 15.01 14.38 14.10 13.67 13.51 13.87 14.80 16.05 15.46 

11 15.92 15.52 15.14 15.00 14.35 14.08 13.66 13.53 13.90 14.81 16.03 15.44 
12 15.90 15.51 15.16 15.00 14.33 14.06 13.66 13.53 13.92 14.82 16.01 15.45 
13 15.87 15.48 15.17 14.98 14.34 14.04 13.64 13.55 13.94 14.88 15.99 15.49 
14 15.86 15.47 15.16 14.97 14.37 13.98 13.64 13.51 13.94 14.94 15.97 15.49 
15 15.89 15.45 15.17 14.95 14.49 13.96 13.62 13.48 13.94 15.01 15.93 15.48 

16 15.89 15.43 15.17 14.94 14.51 13.95 13.61 13.44 13.92 15.08 15.90 15.50 
17 15.89 15.41 15.18 14.94 14.45 13.93 13.60 13.40 13.91 15.15 15.85 15.54 
18 15.90 15.38 15.19 14.89 14.42 13.94 13.59 13.38 13.90 15.24 15.80 15.61 
19 15.92 15.36 15.17 14.87 14.42 13.97 13.57 13.36 13.89 15.31 15.74 15.67 
20 15.92 15.34 15.16 14.87 14.42 13.97 13.55 13.34 13.90 15.36 15.70 15.72 

21 15.90 15.32 15.17 14.88 14.42 13.95 13.56 13.34 13.92 15.42 15.64 15.76 
22 15.87 15.28 15.11 14.87 14.41 13.93 13.59 13.39 13.92 15.53 15.61 15.75 
23 15.84 15.26 15.07 14.83 14.40 13.93 13.57 13.40 13.94 15.57 15.60 15.78 
24 15.82 15.25 15.06 14.78 14.41 13.95 13.56 13.41 13.95 15.62 15.59 15.90 
25 15.81 15.23 15.05 14.75 14.40 13.97 13.53 13.37 13.95 15.63 15.56 15.94 

26 15.86 15.20 15.05 14.73 14.40 13.92 13.50 13.34 13.97 15.66 15.56 15.95 
27 15.93 15.19 15.03 14.71 14.40 13.87 13.47 13.29 13.98 15.70 15.56 15.95 
28 15.91 15.17 15.01 14.69 14.38 13.85 13.44 13.27 14.00 15.74 15.55 15.93 
29 15.87 15.14 15.03 14.68 --- 13.83 13.41 13.29 14.03 15.78 15.57 15.92 
30 15.82 15.13 14.99 14.68 --- 13.81 13.40 13.30 14.11 15.82 15.56 15.91 
31 15.77 --- 14.98 14.66 --- 13.79 --- 13.31 --- 15.85 15.55 --- 

Mean 15.85 15.44 15.10 14.89 14.44 14.02 13.62 13.44 13.82 15.12 15.80 15.65 
Max 15.93 15.75 15.19 15.01 14.60 14.34 13.78 13.61 14.11 15.85 16.05 15.95 
Min 15.64 15.13 14.98 14.66 14.33 13.79 13.40 13.27 13.33 14.23 15.55 15.44 

 
 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 

Mean 13.38 14.77 
Max 15.93 16.05 
Min 11.56 13.27 
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