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Water-Data Report 2013 

01606000 NORTH FORK SOUTH BRANCH POTOMAC RIVER AT CABINS, WV 
Potomac Basin 

South Branch Potomac Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°59′04″, long 79°14′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Grant County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 02070001, on right bank 10 ft 
upstream from bridge on County Route 28/11, 2 mi downstream from Jordan Run, 6 mi west of Petersburg, at Cabins, and at mile 2.9. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--310 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1940 to September 1961 (daily discharge and peaks), October 1961 to September 1978 (annual maxima), October 1978 to 
September 1980, and April 1998 to current year (daily discharge and peaks). 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1272: 1945. WDR-US-2006: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 1,045.42 ft above NAVD 88 (VERTCON conversion of 1,045.85 ft above NGVD 29). 
Prior to Oct. 1, 1980, at site 370 ft upstream at datum 4.28 ft higher. Prior to Oct. 1, 1965, published as North Fork of South Branch Potomac River at 
Cabins. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for periods of estimated daily discharges, which are poor. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Mar. 17, 1936, reached a stage of 12.80 ft, from floodmarks at site 370 ft upstream at datum then in 
use, discharge not determined. Discharge, 90,000 ft³/s, Nov. 5, 1985, from slope-area measurement, highest since 1878. Estimated discharge, 80,000 
ft³/s, Sept. 6, 1996, from modification of Nov. 5, 1985, slope-area measurement, highest since 1986. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,300 ft³/s and (or) maximum, from crest-stage gage (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 16 1515 5,200 8.35 
Jan 31 0645 9,230 9.74 

Mar 12 1600 3,370 7.42 
May   8 0445 *13,000 *10.77 

Minimum discharge, 28 ft³/s, on several days, gage height, 3.93 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01606000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 32 149 51 185 2,570 449 1,590 442 188 132 78 336 
2 39 143 51 183 1,390 394 1,580 406 171 114 76 305 
3 68 137 53 166 993 350 1,200 382 186 98 69 257 
4 64 129 66 148 746 308 949 358 160 89 64 201 
5 48 127 65 141 628 289 825 335 123 82 57 158 

6 40 128 63 137 558 e330 808 314 133 73 55 128 
7 35 124 60 138 472 297 811 2,110 246 68 57 109 
8 34 116 61 126 433 271 1,170 8,040 256 61 64 94 
9 39 105 110 128 418 270 1,650 3,570 228 59 62 84 

10 43 110 272 355 361 453 1,640 2,080 246 57 66 76 

11 44 255 316 471 407 1,110 1,230 1,690 407 65 78 68 
12 39 444 278 1,220 759 2,700 1,700 1,400 355 1,070 71 115 
13 35 511 226 1,380 679 2,390 1,630 1,090 800 742 66 90 
14 32 355 189 1,000 586 1,510 1,210 877 1,380 493 158 78 
15 31 261 161 1,190 495 1,080 961 726 898 330 103 67 

16 30 205 144 3,840 442 968 787 601 633 248 76 59 
17 29 166 131 2,730 391 1,560 752 514 483 385 63 55 
18 30 137 138 1,420 318 1,470 706 441 383 311 64 51 
19 32 118 166 910 353 1,360 698 410 347 321 78 48 
20 34 105 159 674 318 1,660 937 379 275 380 74 45 

21 36 96 338 517 263 1,310 853 413 224 286 61 46 
22 33 87 445 393 269 1,020 751 380 186 333 111 73 
23 31 81 347 335 251 826 652 500 159 301 119 89 
24 29 74 303 290 261 709 572 437 179 266 253 61 
25 29 71 274 e260 249 633 510 394 205 210 166 51 

26 28 65 294 240 244 571 429 356 162 168 116 45 
27 28 64 285 220 343 513 375 321 144 141 93 41 
28 29 64 240 220 472 463 357 293 133 131 281 38 
29 66 60 220 539 --- 436 355 263 132 114 1,600 35 
30 370 55 216 779 --- 553 429 232 118 93 792 33 
31 178 --- 183 6,190 --- 818 --- 214 --- 80 477 --- 

Total 1,635 4,542 5,905 26,525 15,669 27,071 28,117 29,968 9,540 7,301 5,548 2,936 
Mean 52.7 151 190 856 560 873 937 967 318 236 179 97.9 
Max 370 511 445 6,190 2,570 2,700 1,700 8,040 1,380 1,070 1,600 336 
Min 28 55 51 126 244 270 355 214 118 57 55 33 
Cfsm 0.17 0.49 0.61 2.76 1.81 2.82 3.02 3.12 1.03 0.76 0.58 0.32 
In. 0.20 0.55 0.71 3.18 1.88 3.25 3.37 3.60 1.14 0.88 0.67 0.35 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 143 233 417 519 637 914 814 616 300 131 126 127 
Max 913 994 1,114 1,053 1,473 1,724 1,847 1,404 1,133 655 767 678 
(WY) (1980) (2004) (1949) (1952) (1961) (2007) (2011) (2003) (2003) (1949) (1955) (1950) 
Min 7.08 16.2 30.2 116 142 228 213 134 55.6 16.9 12.0 6.83 
(WY) (1954) (1954) (1999) (1956) (1941) (2006) (2012) (1941) (1999) (1999) (1999) (1953) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2013 

 01606000 NORTH FORK SOUTH BRANCH POTOMAC RIVER AT CABINS, WV—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1940 - 2013 
Annual total  106,263    164,757    
Annual mean  290    451    412   
Highest annual mean    814 2003  
Lowest annual mean    213 1959  
Highest daily mean  5,200 Mar   1   8,040 May   8   10,600 Aug 18, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  14 Sep 17   28 Oct 26 a  5.0 Oct   1, 1953 b 
Annual seven-day minimum  18 Sep 11   30 Oct 22   5.1 Sep 30, 1953  
Maximum peak flow   13,000 May   8   c90,000Nov   5, 1985

  
Maximum peak stage   d10.77May   8   (e) Nov   5, 1985  
Instantaneous low flow   28 Oct 17 f  5.0 Oct   1, 1953 b 
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.937    1.46    1.33   
Annual runoff (inches)  12.75    19.77    18.07   
10 percent exceeds  650    1,100    1,000   
50 percent exceeds  146    249    196   
90 percent exceeds  31    51    26   
a Also Oct. 27. 
b Also Oct. 2-5, 9-11, 1953. 
c From slope-area measurement. 
d From crest-stage gage. 
e  Stage not determined. 
f Also Oct. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 
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