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Water-Data Report 2013 

01196500 QUINNIPIAC RIVER AT WALLINGFORD, CT 
Connecticut Coastal Basin 

Quinnipiac Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°27'00.95", long 72°50'28.59" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, New Haven County, CT, Hydrologic Unit 01100004, on right 
bank on Wilbur Cross Highway, 0.8 mi downstream from bridge on Quinnipiac St. in Wallingford, and 2 mi upstream from Wharton Brook. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--115 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1930 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CT-83-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 19.24 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Jan. 27, 1965, at 
datum 1.00 ft higher. Satellite telemetry at station. 

REMARKS.--Records good including periods of estimated daily discharges. The natural flow of the Quinnipiac River has been altered by numerous flow 
diversions. Flow regulated by Wolcott Reservoir, Broad Brook Reservoir, and by mills upstream. Diversion from Wolcott Reservoir for municipal supply 
of New Britain and diversion into the basin from Merimere and Elmere Reservoirs for municipal supply of Meriden. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 900 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Dec 21 1530 942 6.73 
Feb 27 1715 1,730 8.88 
Mar 12 2215 2,030 9.54 
Jun   8 0645 *2,120 *9.65 
Jun 11 2200 1,120 7.31 
Jun 14 2130 2,060 9.57 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01196500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 101 178 92 195 583 1,070 250 125 136 209 97 90 
2 103 144 92 191 272 746 240 121 121 230 159 102 
3 191 130 97 172 208 581 215 117 251 197 148 192 
4 153 120 95 162 182 477 201 115 219 175 114 123 
5 359 115 94 158 166 423 193 113 140 159 99 86 

6 181 110 90 155 158 391 187 112 122 149 89 73 
7 118 114 90 153 151 411 179 111 514 140 85 67 
8 109 145 122 148 e151 445 177 123 1,900 134 86 64 
9 99 188 123 145 e218 476 173 146 1,230 273 201 61 

10 125 192 168 144 260 499 183 140 562 251 263 60 

11 118 178 144 152 223 496 204 144 938 320 150 61 
12 98 155 116 245 258 997 237 157 936 227 110 98 
13 88 144 103 262 252 1,690 263 131 782 168 98 145 
14 84 135 97 245 225 1,050 212 115 1,900 179 93 88 
15 87 125 94 233 219 680 183 110 1,570 256 85 69 

16 112 119 93 226 244 538 174 109 786 163 80 64 
17 95 114 159 228 220 437 169 105 530 134 77 60 
18 86 110 511 216 186 376 163 100 457 122 74 57 
19 260 108 369 182 206 428 158 101 535 113 75 56 
20 498 106 210 187 299 470 207 115 392 116 73 55 

21 264 104 534 191 249 434 187 108 312 105 70 54 
22 151 103 633 179 203 362 160 116 270 105 77 228 
23 126 100 358 145 201 332 155 130 255 370 85 131 
24 133 101 224 135 283 299 159 453 227 270 72 82 
25 125 98 201 128 320 287 146 513 215 147 67 69 

26 117 96 190 124 291 273 140 377 199 187 67 63 
27 113 99 391 119 1,110 257 136 205 209 153 189 60 
28 111 109 423 121 1,560 243 133 159 369 148 132 59 
29 191 104 292 124 --- 235 131 152 373 121 135 57 
30 370 96 251 135 --- 228 129 164 249 111 87 55 
31 285 --- 223 577 --- 237 --- 190 --- 100 74 --- 

Total 5,051 3,740 6,679 5,777 8,898 15,868 5,444 4,977 16,699 5,532 3,311 2,529 
Mean 163 125 215 186 318 512 181 161 557 178 107 84.3 
Max 498 192 633 577 1,560 1,690 263 513 1,900 370 263 228 
Min 84 96 90 119 151 228 129 100 121 100 67 54 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1931 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 149 194 246 262 275 387 359 249 201 122 115 122 
Max 735 658 657 890 630 792 1,169 756 920 357 447 563 
(WY) (2006) (1956) (1997) (1979) (2008) (1953) (1983) (1989) (1982) (1972) (2011) (1938) 
Min 45.5 47.6 57.9 52.0 81.9 163 107 88.1 61.4 37.5 27.1 41.7 
(WY) (1931) (1966) (1966) (1966) (2002) (2002) (1966) (1941) (1957) (1966) (1966) (1986) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1931 - 2013 
Annual total  66,936    84,505    
Annual mean  183    232    223   
Highest annual mean    398 2006  
Lowest annual mean    84.6 1966  
Highest daily mean  1,600 Apr 23   1,900 Jun   8 a  7,210 Jun   6, 1982  
Lowest daily mean  54 Sep 17   54 Sep 21   9.0 Nov   2, 1930  
Annual seven-day minimum  58 Sep 11   59 Sep 15   16 Aug 28, 1966  
Maximum peak flow   2,120 Jun   8   8,200 Jun   6, 1982  
Maximum peak stage   9.65 Jun   8   14.02 Jun   6, 1982  
Instantaneous low flow   51 Sep 21   8.0 Nov   2, 1930  
10 percent exceeds  322    448    430   
50 percent exceeds  146    155    156   
90 percent exceeds  82    86    62   
a Also June 14. 
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