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Water-Data Report 2013 

01082000 CONTOOCOOK RIVER AT PETERBOROUGH, NH 
Merrimack Basin 

Contoocook Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°51′45″, long 71°57′35″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Hillsborough County, NH, Hydrologic Unit 01070003, on left 
bank, 1,200 ft downstream from mill dam, 0.3 mi northwest of Noone, 1.2 mi south of Town Hall in Peterborough, and 1.3 mi upstream from Nubanusit 
Brook. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--68.1 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge records: July 1945 to September 1977, October 2001 to current year. Partial-record station: October 1978 to September 
2001. Peak streamflow: Water years 1938, 1946 to current. Water-quality discrete samples: Water years 1974 to 1977, 1985 to 1999. Miscellaneous 
discharge measurements: Waters years 1978, 1980 to 1986, 1989 to 2001. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. The datum of gage is 731.97 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

COOPERATION.--National Streamflow Information Program and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated discharges, which are poor. Flow regulated by mill and reservoirs upstream; regulation greater prior 
to 1965. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood in September 1938 reached a stage of about 15 ft, from information by local residents. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 700 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Oct 31 0000 *1,360 *4.54 
Apr 11 0515 815 3.77 
Jun 14 1315 727 3.62 
Sep 12 2145 1,320 4.49 

Minimum daily discharge, 15 ft³/s, Aug. 25, 26, 27, 28. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01082000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 58 605 e48 e111 420 154 382 92 138 142 21 34 
2 48 391 e48 e94 295 128 442 84 117 192 44 106 
3 44 284 48 e83 191 115 343 76 126 134 33 103 
4 42 222 50 e112 155 93 280 81 97 103 31 64 
5 40 179 53 92 e125 105 275 68 90 80 40 29 

6 35 148 56 90 108 98 296 99 78 72 18 50 
7 32 129 44 100 e95 95 266 76 96 63 17 21 
8 32 e118 60 79 e80 103 303 78 496 61 17 24 
9 30 e110 74 71 e70 98 404 114 442 78 112 37 

10 29 e105 93 78 e90 111 556 125 304 66 140 19 

11 30 e100 e105 75 e100 102 736 110 478 77 107 20 
12 27 e97 e93 81 e98 176 578 171 598 57 78 332 
13 24 e93 81 102 e96 387 480 158 454 50 62 747 
14 37 e90 75 166 e90 403 456 128 635 48 54 378 
15 51 e87 70 195 e86 321 378 107 523 47 24 222 

16 79 82 62 163 e88 253 318 91 358 36 44 149 
17 66 75 73 139 e82 207 290 78 270 27 19 101 
18 56 71 111 124 e76 177 248 63 222 28 24 79 
19 59 67 159 e110 e78 169 213 52 197 26 33 71 
20 96 61 149 e100 e86 161 252 80 162 24 17 54 

21 86 61 311 e87 e82 159 233 53 127 22 17 42 
22 70 59 471 e80 e77 141 203 211 105 20 17 69 
23 64 57 284 e62 72 132 170 295 91 56 17 89 
24 55 58 196 e53 79 129 158 400 94 73 16 69 
25 47 57 159 e52 e80 125 139 417 73 47 15 57 

26 42 54 140 e52 76 131 129 451 90 52 15 45 
27 39 53 139 e48 95 131 118 311 101 29 15 38 
28 38 52 141 e47 150 137 108 228 100 35 15 31 
29 138 50 132 e60 --- 157 94 202 136 41 68 29 
30 1,070 e49 e126 e150 --- 173 99 208 108 29 39 49 
31 1,050 --- e120 e500 --- 198 --- 173 --- 20 33 --- 

Total 3,614 3,664 3,771 3,356 3,220 5,069 8,947 4,880 6,906 1,835 1,202 3,158 
Mean 117 122 122 108 115 164 298 157 230 59.2 38.8 105 
Max 1,070 605 471 500 420 403 736 451 635 192 140 747 
Min 24 49 44 47 70 93 94 52 73 20 15 19 
Cfsm 1.71 1.79 1.79 1.59 1.69 2.40 4.38 2.31 3.38 0.87 0.57 1.55 
In. 1.97 2.00 2.06 1.83 1.76 2.77 4.89 2.67 3.77 1.00 0.66 1.73 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1945 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 73.0 111 132 116 117 214 327 163 102 50.5 42.9 46.5 
Max 515 317 335 315 340 738 601 295 295 259 188 203 
(WY) (2006) (1956) (1974) (2006) (2008) (2010) (1960) (2006) (2006) (2009) (2009) (1954) 
Min 9.79 13.5 29.4 24.1 29.6 45.1 83.7 50.7 18.1 13.0 7.73 7.47 
(WY) (1964) (1965) (1965) (1977) (1965) (1965) (2012) (1965) (1964) (1966) (1957) (2010) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1945 - 2013 
Annual total  35,716.3    49,622    
Annual mean  97.6    136    124   
Highest annual mean    207 2006  
Lowest annual mean    34.1 1965  
Highest daily mean  1,070 Oct 30   1,070 Oct 30   2,500 Mar 15, 2010  
Lowest daily mean  9.3 Aug   4   15 Aug 25 a  0.80 Sep 15, 1953 b 
Annual seven-day minimum  11 Jul 29   16 Aug 22   4.6 Sep   1, 2007  
Maximum peak flow   1,360 Oct 31   4,110 Apr 16, 2007  
Maximum peak stage   4.54 Oct 31   7.21 Apr 16, 2007  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.43    2.00    1.83   
Annual runoff (inches)  19.51    27.11    24.82   
10 percent exceeds  189    311    285   
50 percent exceeds  75    91    76   
90 percent exceeds  15    31    16   
a Also Aug 26, 27, and 28 
b Also September 16, 1953 
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