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Water-Data Report 2012 

13183000 OWYHEE RIVER BELOW OWYHEE DAM, OR 
Middle Snake-Boise Basin 
Lower Owyhee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°39′16″, long 117°15′21″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SE ¼ sec.18, T.22 S., R.45 E., Malheur County, OR, 
Hydrologic Unit 17050110, on left bank, 0.8 mi downstream from Owyhee Dam, 20 mi southwest of Nyssa and at mile 27.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--11,160 mi², approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--February 1929 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 983: 1941-42. WSP 1397: 1930, 1933, 1946. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 2,343.67 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by Bureau of Reclamation). 

REMARKS.--Records good. Flow regulated since October 1932 by Lake Owyhee (active capacity, 715,200 acre-ft) and by many smaller reservoirs. Diversion 
of up to 457,000 acre-ft from Lake Owyhee during the year for irrigation of lands downstream from station and outside the basin. Many smaller 
diversions upstream from Lake Owyhee for irrigation upstream from station. Computation of monthly and annual adjusted flows discontinued in 1991. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--3 years (water years 1930-32), 568 ft³/s, 0.69 in/yr, 411,400 acre-ft/yr. 83 years (water years 1930-2012), 
408 ft³/s, 295,800 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 22,900 ft³/s Apr. 15, 1952, gage height, 15.70 ft; no flow for part of Aug. 8, 9, 1932, when 
temporary diversion tunnel at Owyhee Dam was closed. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 284 ft³/s Apr. 24, gage height, 2.23 ft; minimum daily discharge, 16 ft³/s Nov. 11. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13183000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 263 24 17 58 59 24 36 266 255 252 255 158 
2 263 24 17 58 57 24 36 266 255 253 255 158 
3 263 24 17 58 53 25 36 267 255 254 256 158 
4 263 24 17 58 53 26 132 267 254 254 257 158 
5 264 24 17 58 53 27 232 266 253 253 256 160 

6 260 24 26 58 53 27 232 266 251 253 255 160 
7 260 24 37 58 53 27 232 266 250 252 253 159 
8 261 21 45 58 53 28 232 266 250 252 252 158 
9 261 17 57 58 53 29 232 266 249 252 252 158 

10 262 17 57 58 53 30 232 268 250 252 252 159 

11 261 16 55 58 53 30 232 267 249 232 252 159 
12 260 17 54 58 53 29 251 267 251 252 249 156 
13 261 17 54 57 53 38 266 266 252 252 250 155 
14 262 17 55 57 53 48 266 265 252 253 251 157 
15 262 17 57 57 53 35 266 263 252 253 251 160 

16 261 17 57 57 53 32 266 264 252 253 250 160 
17 260 17 57 56 53 32 266 265 251 255 250 159 
18 260 17 57 58 53 32 266 262 251 254 250 159 
19 260 17 57 58 53 32 266 260 236 254 249 159 
20 260 17 57 58 53 33 266 259 251 254 249 161 

21 146 17 57 58 53 32 266 257 251 254 248 158 
22 24 17 57 58 53 31 266 e256 250 256 249 157 
23 24 17 57 58 53 32 267 e255 252 253 225 160 
24 24 17 56 58 40 33 269 e254 252 254 198 158 
25 24 17 55 58 24 34 272 e253 252 254 190 159 

26 24 17 55 58 24 35 269 253 253 255 190 158 
27 24 17 56 58 24 33 266 254 253 254 188 159 
28 24 17 57 58 24 34 266 253 252 254 180 159 
29 24 17 57 58 24 34 266 253 252 255 175 159 
30 24 17 58 58 --- 36 268 254 252 254 174 160 
31 24 --- 58 59 --- 38 --- 255 --- 255 166 --- 

Total 5,613 562 1,490 1,793 1,389 980 6,918 8,099 7,538 7,837 7,227 4,758 
Mean 181 18.7 48.1 57.8 47.9 31.6 231 261 251 253 233 159 
Max 264 24 58 59 59 48 272 268 255 256 257 161 
Min 24 16 17 56 24 24 36 253 236 232 166 155 
Ac-ft 11,130 1,110 2,960 3,560 2,760 1,940 13,720 16,060 14,950 15,540 14,330 9,440 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1930 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 76.1 17.1 30.0 138 366 968 1,642 842 353 180 162 139 
Max 242 196 703 2,751 5,198 7,799 12,790 8,565 3,246 618 312 255 
(WY) (1986) (1933) (1985) (1971) (1986) (1972) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1933) (1933) (2011) 
Min 2.80 1.00 1.31 1.17 1.13 1.66 28.2 39.5 45.8 44.3 22.4 8.00 
(WY) (1955) (1953) (1993) (1993) (1993) (1992) (1955) (1955) (1948) (1948) (1948) (1948) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1930 - 2012 
Annual total  396,881    54,204    
Annual mean  1,087    148    408   
Highest annual mean    2,991 1984  
Lowest annual mean    22.3 1948  
Highest daily mean  9,160 Apr   3   272 Apr 25   21,800 Apr 16, 1952  
Lowest daily mean  16 Nov 11   16 Nov 11   1.0 Oct 18, 1952  
Annual seven-day minimum  17 Nov   9   17 Nov   9   1.0 Oct 18, 1952  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  787,200    107,500    295,800   
10 percent exceeds  4,610    263    555   
50 percent exceeds  255    159    100   
90 percent exceeds  24    24    2.9   
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