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Water-Data Report 2012 

12459000 WENATCHEE RIVER AT PESHASTIN, WA 
Upper Columbia Basin 
Wenatchee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 47°35′00″, long 120°37′06″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SW ¼ sec.8, T.24 N., R.18 E., Chelan County, WA, 
Hydrologic Unit 17020011, on right bank 1.0 mi northwest of Peshastin, 3.5 mi upstream from Peshastin Creek, 4.1 mi downstream from Icicle Creek, 
and at mile 21.5. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,000 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1928 to February 1929 (monthly discharge only), March 1929 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1316: 1929-32(M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 1,028.04 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to Mar. 24, 1932, nonrecording gage at site 1.2 mi downstream at 
different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Numerous diversions for irrigation of an estimated 3,200 acres upstream 
from station. Diversion from Icicle Creek 5.7 mi upstream from mouth is used for irrigation of a substantial part of the 22,000 acres downstream from 
station. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter at station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--84 years (water years 1929-2012), 3,051 ft³/s, 2,210,000 acre-ft/yr. Includes discharge for water year 
1929 which was estimated for WSP 1316. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 41,300 ft³/s, Nov. 30, 1995, gage height, 17.89 ft; minimum discharge, 183 ft³/s, Oct. 14, 1939; 
minimum gage height, 1.22 ft, Nov. 26, 1993; minimum daily discharge, 210 ft³/s, Nov. 26, 1993. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 12,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

May 17 0030 12,700 9.24 
Jun   2 2330 *13,100 *9.40 
Jun 18 1000 12,400 9.11 

Minimum discharge, 566 ft³/s, Sept. 28, gage height, 1.93 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12459000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 961 1,570 1,050 1,640 1,470 1,340 1,770 7,890 9,850 9,790 2,870 838 
2 926 1,440 1,020 1,500 1,400 1,270 1,690 7,250 12,500 9,790 2,690 804 
3 943 1,350 951 1,420 1,300 1,240 1,650 6,590 12,600 8,830 2,570 774 
4 974 1,260 928 1,350 1,240 1,290 1,630 6,080 10,900 8,110 2,440 757 
5 1,040 1,170 855 1,530 e1,170 1,370 1,590 5,590 10,400 7,420 2,430 742 

6 1,070 1,090 821 1,660 e1,130 1,420 1,570 5,140 9,450 7,410 2,490 722 
7 976 1,040 861 1,570 e1,100 1,360 1,530 4,970 8,320 8,090 2,480 703 
8 904 1,000 807 1,480 1,100 1,330 1,510 5,290 7,630 9,330 2,360 705 
9 861 967 759 1,410 1,080 1,300 1,520 6,390 6,820 10,600 2,230 713 

10 838 934 715 1,360 1,070 1,300 1,650 6,560 6,280 11,400 2,030 717 

11 1,020 910 743 1,250 1,050 1,340 1,840 6,180 6,270 10,400 1,890 722 
12 1,890 929 766 1,150 1,030 1,390 2,060 5,950 6,940 9,350 1,800 702 
13 1,730 919 666 e1,130 1,010 1,420 2,250 6,220 8,320 9,200 1,760 680 
14 1,510 970 729 e1,120 985 1,360 2,380 7,460 9,170 9,050 1,700 652 
15 1,350 958 739 e1,120 957 1,360 2,510 10,100 8,540 9,020 1,670 632 

16 1,220 888 759 e1,080 937 1,390 2,680 12,300 8,270 8,330 1,620 617 
17 1,120 898 761 e1,080 932 1,400 2,830 12,500 10,300 7,850 1,560 605 
18 1,040 909 751 e1,070 932 1,350 2,850 11,200 12,200 7,480 1,520 601 
19 984 867 743 e1,060 948 1,300 2,840 9,770 10,900 6,940 1,480 608 
20 949 824 732 e1,040 927 1,300 3,170 8,930 9,210 6,350 1,460 599 

21 929 815 730 e1,070 953 1,280 3,920 9,120 8,840 6,270 1,380 599 
22 1,060 836 668 e1,080 1,870 1,240 4,390 10,800 9,620 5,490 1,300 598 
23 1,820 943 e590 e1,040 2,070 1,200 6,050 10,900 10,600 4,830 1,220 601 
24 1,770 1,170 e700 990 1,870 1,170 8,980 9,780 10,300 4,130 1,140 592 
25 1,560 1,110 727 1,000 1,770 1,150 10,400 8,590 9,220 3,820 1,060 597 

26 1,410 1,020 724 1,040 1,650 1,140 11,200 7,820 8,740 3,810 998 589 
27 1,290 981 723 970 1,530 1,180 10,500 7,730 8,130 4,120 964 579 
28 1,200 1,130 921 e940 1,430 1,340 8,980 8,170 7,710 3,900 924 579 
29 1,320 1,180 1,900 1,000 1,420 1,460 8,090 8,390 8,170 3,540 921 607 
30 1,310 1,120 2,020 1,400 --- 1,740 7,870 7,980 8,900 3,290 894 600 
31 1,510 --- 1,830 1,520 --- 1,840 --- 8,110 --- 3,130 866 --- 

Total 37,485 31,198 27,689 38,070 36,331 41,570 121,900 249,750 275,100 221,070 52,717 19,834 
Mean 1,209 1,040 893 1,228 1,253 1,341 4,063 8,056 9,170 7,131 1,701 661 
Max 1,890 1,570 2,020 1,660 2,070 1,840 11,200 12,500 12,600 11,400 2,870 838 
Min 838 815 590 940 927 1,140 1,510 4,970 6,270 3,130 866 579 
Ac-ft 74,350 61,880 54,920 75,510 72,060 82,450 241,800 495,400 545,700 438,500 104,600 39,340 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1929 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,111 1,944 1,781 1,565 1,575 1,854 3,703 7,836 8,595 4,401 1,457 809 
Max 3,654 8,800 6,202 3,989 4,677 5,607 11,250 13,800 16,180 10,350 4,003 1,997 
(WY) (1960) (1991) (1976) (2005) (1996) (1972) (1934) (1956) (1974) (1954) (1954) (1959) 
Min 331 329 421 421 476 806 1,475 3,506 2,205 1,066 514 346 
(WY) (1988) (1930) (1953) (1930) (1937) (1929) (1929) (1977) (2005) (2005) (2005) (2005) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1929 - 2012 
Annual total  1,282,629    1,152,714    
Annual mean  3,514    3,149    3,065   
Highest annual mean    4,830 1972  
Lowest annual mean    1,572 2001  
Highest daily mean  13,100 Jun   8   12,600 Jun   3   38,900 Nov 30, 1995  
Lowest daily mean  590 Dec 23   579 Sep 27   210 Nov 26, 1993  
Annual seven-day minimum  695 Dec 21   591 Sep 22   255 Oct 26, 1987  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  2,544,000    2,286,000    2,221,000   
10 percent exceeds  9,290    9,030    7,870   
50 percent exceeds  1,990    1,380    1,630   
90 percent exceeds  861    737    613   
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