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Water-Data Report 2012 

12059500 NORTH FORK SKOKOMISH RIVER NEAR POTLATCH, WA 
Puget Sound Basin 

Skokomish Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 47°19′48″, long 123°14′31″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.7, T.21 N., R.4 W., Mason County, WA, 
Hydrologic Unit 17110017, on left bank 1.1 mi upstream from South Fork Skokomish River, 5.4 mi southwest of Potlatch, 7.2 mi downstream from City 
of Tacoma Cushman Dam No. 2, and at mile 10.1. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--117 mi², includes 97.9 mi² (revised) upstream from Cushman Dam No. 2, which is noncontributing except during spillage. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1944 to November 1949 (destroyed by flood of Nov. 27, 1949), March 1950 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 63.49 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by City of Tacoma). Prior to Nov. 27, 1949, and 
Mar. 18 to May 9, 1950, water-stage recorder at site 200 ft downstream at present datum. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Upper portion of McTaggart Creek is diverted through Deer Meadow Creek into Cushman 
Reservoir No. 2. Flow regulated at Lake Cushman and at Cushman Reservoir No. 2 to supply powerplant, which discharges into Hood Canal. Entire 
flow of river normally diverted at Cushman Dam No. 2 except required in stream flow and  infrequent large releases. Water temperatures March 1965 
to September 1982. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter at station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--67 years (water years 1945-49, 1951-2012), 132 ft³/s, 95,410 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 7,740 ft³/s, Nov. 4, 1955, gage height, 10.45 ft; minimum recorded discharge, 1.3 ft³/s, Sept. 5, 
14, 16, 1951. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 2,290 ft³/s, Nov. 23, gage height, 6.13 ft; minimum discharge, 107 ft³/s, Aug. 7-9, 16, 25-27, gage 
height, 2.63 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12059500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 235 306 560 436 522 350 424 223 193 167 118 158 
2 232 310 384 441 475 349 386 220 189 166 118 159 
3 239 311 368 478 444 358 356 232 187 151 117 158 
4 261 307 358 602 420 363 323 228 186 125 117 158 
5 290 304 352 691 400 392 307 223 183 123 115 159 

6 280 303 346 536 389 372 292 219 180 122 116 159 
7 276 302 344 465 370 348 278 218 205 121 116 158 
8 275 302 343 428 368 337 269 213 197 121 116 157 
9 275 302 340 407 394 334 262 247 192 121 116 159 

10 282 299 339 390 415 362 252 288 189 120 116 159 

11 344 304 336 376 410 374 243 220 186 120 115 158 
12 336 308 334 366 392 419 239 204 186 120 116 158 
13 313 309 330 357 378 423 235 202 179 120 116 158 
14 309 303 322 351 370 408 229 201 177 121 116 158 
15 301 302 325 345 357 979 225 199 174 121 116 158 

16 297 325 327 339 346 849 237 197 175 121 116 156 
17 294 364 326 341 354 627 227 197 173 120 115 156 
18 292 355 326 351 414 506 234 197 174 120 116 170 
19 292 344 321 348 412 435 239 196 172 119 116 187 
20 292 338 320 412 388 431 265 197 170 121 116 187 

21 298 356 317 656 374 393 250 213 170 120 116 187 
22 312 977 316 598 388 366 241 211 169 120 116 188 
23 303 1,450 317 563 369 342 235 207 172 119 116 188 
24 298 735 318 611 374 324 232 199 169 119 115 189 
25 297 577 317 862 387 312 283 196 168 118 114 207 

26 296 483 318 868 369 303 323 196 169 119 114 224 
27 296 580 401 621 357 300 245 193 168 119 113 224 
28 308 532 780 516 356 322 232 192 167 119 133 225 
29 313 471 703 557 362 603 228 190 170 119 157 225 
30 316 472 612 580 --- 577 229 189 167 118 158 223 
31 304 --- 491 521 --- 466 --- 189 --- 118 158 --- 

Total 9,056 12,931 11,891 15,413 11,354 13,324 8,020 6,496 5,356 3,848 3,733 5,310 
Mean 292 431 384 497 392 430 267 210 179 124 120 177 
Max 344 1,450 780 868 522 979 424 288 205 167 158 225 
Min 232 299 316 339 346 300 225 189 167 118 113 156 
Ac-ft 17,960 25,650 23,590 30,570 22,520 26,430 15,910 12,880 10,620 7,630 7,400 10,530 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1944 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 88.8 209 272 263 219 166 112 73.3 59.6 43.7 35.1 36.3 
Max 943 1,005 1,262 971 982 570 329 293 320 246 220 204 
(WY) (1952) (1976) (1951) (2006) (1951) (1961) (2010) (2009) (1946) (2008) (2008) (2011) 
Min 5.37 12.6 32.9 41.3 63.6 56.2 32.7 22.2 9.99 5.30 2.83 4.52 
(WY) (1945) (1977) (1977) (1979) (1988) (1947) (1973) (1947) (1951) (1951) (1951) (1944) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1944 - 2012 
Annual total  106,933    106,732    
Annual mean  293    292    132   
Highest annual mean    345 2010  
Lowest annual mean    36.6 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,450 Nov 23   1,450 Nov 23   6,630 Nov   4, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  115 Jul   3   113 Aug 27   1.4 Sep 14, 1951  
Annual seven-day minimum  117 Jul   1   115 Aug 21   1.8 Sep 12, 1951  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  212,100    211,700    95,410   
10 percent exceeds  458    471    287   
50 percent exceeds  292    282    69   
90 percent exceeds  124    119    11   
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