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Water-Data Report 2012 

11523200 Trinity River above Coffee Creek, near Trinity Center, CA 
Klamath River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°06′41″, long 122°42′16″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.32, T.38 N., R.7 W., Trinity County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18010211, in Shasta National Forest, on left bank, 24 ft upstream from State Highway No. 3 Bridge, 3.2 mi upstream from Coffee 
Creek, and 8.6 mi north of Trinity Center. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--149 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1957 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-85-2: 1982 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WDR CA-97-2: 1982 (instantaneous maximum discharge). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 2,536.93 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to Oct. 1, 1978, water-stage recorder at site 
0.2 mi downstream at datum 3.57 ft lower. 

REMARKS.--Records good. No regulation or diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Klamath River and Trinity River Basins available 
from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 26,500 ft³/s, Jan. 16, 1974, gage height, 12.96 ft, site and datum then in use, from rating curve 
extended above 4,500 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow, maximum gage height, 16.82 ft, Jan. 1, 1997, present datum; minimum 
daily, 16 ft³/s, Sept. 11-14, 1977. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Dec. 22, 1955, reached a stage of 10.5 ft, previous site and datum, from floodmarks, discharge,  
11,400 ft³/s. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,300 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Mar 31 1015 3,780 8.47 
Apr 23 2130 *4,180 *8.78 
Apr 27 0100 2,360 7.19 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11523200&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 50 54 80 117 166 198 1,550 1,690 623 128 55 35 
2 53 54 75 97 160 179 1,050 1,370 594 122 52 36 
3 75 54 70 89 159 184 929 1,240 501 113 49 36 
4 94 57 68 82 150 216 916 1,200 675 109 50 35 
5 156 59 66 78 146 259 763 1,010 532 103 51 34 

6 92 63 65 75 145 276 650 997 417 100 50 32 
7 84 61 65 74 190 248 591 1,110 374 97 49 30 
8 86 59 65 70 256 239 567 1,310 344 93 48 33 
9 76 60 63 69 267 256 581 1,530 316 90 45 35 

10 137 59 62 68 311 286 652 1,430 293 87 42 34 

11 116 58 62 66 346 325 713 1,230 283 84 45 34 
12 85 58 61 64 301 306 791 1,250 286 80 44 33 
13 74 58 58 64 260 421 769 1,390 278 75 43 31 
14 70 58 58 64 224 401 690 1,510 259 75 42 28 
15 67 56 63 62 200 953 694 1,680 234 75 42 32 

16 66 56 60 56 181 1,880 810 1,540 223 74 40 33 
17 64 61 60 e62 181 1,320 1,000 1,260 213 86 37 33 
18 61 65 60 63 196 814 1,030 1,010 200 91 40 32 
19 60 62 59 67 184 600 1,210 892 183 80 41 32 
20 60 63 57 111 176 498 1,650 926 170 75 40 29 

21 59 67 57 154 197 467 2,220 949 160 72 39 27 
22 58 106 52 111 302 676 2,850 825 170 69 39 30 
23 57 151 55 95 364 603 3,480 709 226 67 37 32 
24 56 150 56 88 312 552 3,150 632 195 65 35 31 
25 56 115 55 183 317 522 2,790 576 169 63 38 31 

26 55 98 55 321 273 487 2,930 526 162 60 39 31 
27 55 102 55 292 242 599 1,910 489 149 57 39 29 
28 55 99 60 204 227 633 1,550 483 140 59 39 26 
29 54 95 83 175 222 626 1,650 496 132 59 38 29 
30 54 89 305 163 --- 1,340 1,830 518 130 58 36 31 
31 54 --- 181 155 --- 2,660 --- 569 --- 57 32 --- 

Total 2,239 2,247 2,291 3,439 6,655 19,024 41,966 32,347 8,631 2,523 1,316 954 
Mean 72.2 74.9 73.9 111 229 614 1,399 1,043 288 81.4 42.5 31.8 
Max 156 151 305 321 364 2,660 3,480 1,690 675 128 55 36 
Min 50 54 52 56 145 179 567 483 130 57 32 26 
Ac-ft 4,440 4,460 4,540 6,820 13,200 37,730 83,240 64,160 17,120 5,000 2,610 1,890 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1958 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 72.5 188 330 447 547 676 881 1,101 544 138 55.2 43.1 
Max 447 1,664 1,726 1,899 2,248 1,641 1,558 3,189 2,159 778 205 134 
(WY) (1963) (1974) (1965) (1974) (1958) (1995) (2000) (2006) (1998) (1983) (1983) (1978) 
Min 24.3 37.4 34.1 35.9 47.2 60.0 137 204 79.7 29.0 20.9 23.3 
(WY) (1992) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (2007) (1977) (1977) (1994) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1958 - 2012 
Annual total  199,130    123,632    
Annual mean  546    338    418   
Highest annual mean    851 1974  
Lowest annual mean    66.2 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,250 Jun 28   3,480 Apr 23   18,900 Jan 16, 1974  
Lowest daily mean  49 Sep 21   26 Sep 28   16 Sep 11, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  51 Sep 19   30 Sep 24   16 Sep   8, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   4,180 Apr 23   26,500 Jan 16, 1974  
Maximum peak stage   8.78 Apr 23   16.82 Jan   1, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  395,000    245,200    302,600   
10 percent exceeds  1,490    1,000    1,080   
50 percent exceeds  296    95    174   
90 percent exceeds  56    38    37   
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