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Water-Data Report 2012 

11507500 LINK RIVER AT KLAMATH FALLS, OR 
Klamath Basin 
Lost Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°13′25″, long 121°47′35″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.32, T.38 S., R.9 E., Klamath County, OR, 
Hydrologic Unit 18010204, on right bank, 600 ft upstream from outlet of Keno Canal and 0.4 mi upstream from Main Street Bridge at Klamath Falls. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--3,810 mi², approximately, including 26.2 mi² in closed basin of Crater Lake. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1961 to current year (Link River only). Records for combined flows (river and Keno Canal) available for period May 1904 to 
September 1983 under station 11507501. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,083.71 ft above NGVD of 1929 or 4,085.50 ft above Bureau of Reclamation datum. Prior to Sept. 14, 
1912, water-stage recorder or nonrecording gage at several sites within 0.5 mi of present site at various datums. Sept. 14, 1912 to Nov. 23, 1923, at 
site 600 ft downstream at datum 5.42 ft lower. Nov. 24, 1923 to Nov. 15, 1961, at site on left bank at present datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair above 1,200 ft³/s and poor below. Flow regulated since 1919 by Upper Klamath Lake (station 11507001). Large diurnal fluctuation 
caused by powerplant upstream from station. Water diverted upstream from station by main or "A" Canal of Klamath project. Many other diversions 
upstream from lake. All records given herein do not include flow in Keno Canal which, since September 1908, has diverted from Upper Klamath Lake 
at Link River Dam for power generation and returns flow to Link River downstream from station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--51 years (water years 1962-2012), 1,274 ft³/s, 922,900 acre-ft/yr, river only. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,400 ft³/s May 12, 1904, gage height at Main Street Bridge, 7.30 ft, datum then in use, from 
floodmarks; minimum daily discharge, 17 ft³/s Dec. 13, 1937. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 3,410 ft³/s May 16, gage height, 3.29 ft; minimum discharge, 221 ft³/s Feb. 11, 12. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11507500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 537 1,100 1,050 551 437 282 1,190 3,160 1,300 813 1,220 1,070 
2 490 1,270 993 549 438 281 1,200 2,560 1,240 736 1,200 865 
3 485 e1,280 752 653 414 330 1,210 2,270 1,380 904 1,200 992 
4 476 e1,240 619 868 345 481 1,410 2,450 949 1,340 1,150 1,260 
5 467 1,180 684 980 345 434 1,860 2,610 729 1,410 1,170 1,260 

6 466 1,110 816 937 308 332 2,230 2,650 851 1,230 826 1,040 
7 466 1,140 732 836 287 329 2,430 2,670 997 1,210 1,110 1,070 
8 471 1,510 626 840 291 326 2,490 2,840 1,170 1,270 1,050 1,120 
9 474 1,560 713 738 280 326 2,490 2,920 1,300 1,190 1,110 1,240 

10 473 1,210 791 498 247 322 2,460 2,860 1,340 1,250 1,210 1,060 

11 400 1,050 795 461 225 324 2,510 3,130 1,440 1,440 1,220 1,010 
12 356 1,040 757 463 228 315 2,510 3,150 1,590 1,400 1,020 950 
13 358 1,060 792 498 240 324 2,540 3,130 1,600 1,320 889 1,120 
14 366 1,150 746 528 240 327 2,570 3,140 1,570 1,070 991 1,120 
15 371 989 744 516 241 327 2,460 3,220 1,620 890 1,060 1,100 

16 377 574 772 451 238 327 2,380 3,240 1,560 1,020 842 1,050 
17 381 464 629 464 240 331 2,240 2,490 1,510 1,100 821 1,030 
18 383 961 496 473 242 333 1,840 2,170 1,460 1,200 814 875 
19 387 1,160 543 502 269 327 1,740 2,330 1,470 1,180 713 1,030 
20 481 1,180 458 611 272 326 1,620 1,900 1,510 1,110 643 1,030 

21 580 1,170 458 450 280 320 1,530 1,660 1,590 1,020 692 1,000 
22 639 1,380 456 457 280 312 1,720 1,580 1,470 957 755 885 
23 639 1,330 466 504 281 309 2,260 1,670 1,280 918 882 857 
24 758 1,030 561 520 281 311 2,760 1,800 1,370 987 891 997 
25 776 871 567 461 282 314 2,730 1,800 1,450 1,050 904 935 

26 701 801 476 433 278 312 3,040 1,350 1,590 1,090 967 874 
27 776 878 459 432 280 777 3,240 1,170 1,580 1,080 921 909 
28 840 930 451 431 275 915 3,260 1,300 1,150 911 775 920 
29 783 988 423 432 280 704 3,210 1,670 832 907 796 921 
30 872 1,100 438 434 --- 868 3,240 1,930 879 993 1,190 844 
31 947 --- 492 435 --- 1,000 --- 1,980 --- 1,130 1,160 --- 

Total 16,976 32,706 19,755 17,406 8,344 12,846 68,370 72,800 39,777 34,126 30,192 30,434 
Mean 548 1,090 637 561 288 414 2,279 2,348 1,326 1,101 974 1,014 
Max 947 1,560 1,050 980 438 1,000 3,260 3,240 1,620 1,440 1,220 1,260 
Min 356 464 423 431 225 281 1,190 1,170 729 736 643 844 
Ac-ft 33,670 64,870 39,180 34,520 16,550 25,480 135,600 144,400 78,900 67,690 59,890 60,370 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1962 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 944 1,227 1,485 1,656 1,539 1,835 1,863 1,408 1,039 800 751 756 
Max 2,126 3,739 4,075 6,408 6,215 6,676 4,532 3,338 2,876 1,405 1,264 1,279 
(WY) (1966) (1985) (1984) (1965) (1965) (1972) (1974) (1998) (2006) (2011) (2001) (1965) 
Min 335 182 446 372 214 119 342 232 290 384 279 268 
(WY) (1982) (1982) (2005) (1995) (1994) (1992) (1991) (1966) (1964) (1971) (1973) (2000) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1962 - 2012 
Annual total  507,591    383,732    
Annual mean  1,391    1,048    1,274   
Highest annual mean    2,200 1984  
Lowest annual mean    547 1992  
Highest daily mean  3,670 Apr   3   3,260 Apr 28   7,720 Mar   4, 1982  
Lowest daily mean  356 Oct 12   225 Feb 11   48 Nov 30, 1968  
Annual seven-day minimum  370 Oct 12   236 Feb 11   64 Feb   1, 1963  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  1,007,000    761,100    922,900   
10 percent exceeds  2,630    2,250    2,510   
50 percent exceeds  1,160    916    931   
90 percent exceeds  501    325    395   
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WATER-QUALITY RECORDS 

PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: October 2003 to current year. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--Temperature probe and data logger. 

REMARKS.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Records good. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 28.0°C July 27, 2006; minimum observed, -0.2°C Jan. 5, 2006. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 25.2°C July 12; minimum, 0.3°C Jan. 18. 

 
TEMPERATURE, WATER, DEGREES CELSIUS 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

Day Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean 

 October November December January 

1 17.6 16.2 16.7 9.7 8.2 8.7 3.7 2.7 3.1 2.2 1.6 1.9 
2 16.2 14.8 15.4 8.2 7.4 7.8 2.8 2.4 2.6 2.4 1.8 2.0 
3 14.8 13.1 13.8 7.8 --- --- 2.4 1.8 2.0 2.3 1.9 2.1 
4 13.1 12.3 12.6 --- 5.8 --- 1.9 1.4 1.7 2.8 2.1 2.5 
5 12.3 11.1 11.6 5.8 4.4 4.9 1.9 1.4 1.7 2.9 2.4 2.6 

6 11.5 10.5 11.1 4.4 3.8 4.1 2.2 1.6 1.9 2.8 2.4 2.5 
7 11.5 10.7 11.2 3.9 3.5 3.6 2.6 2.1 2.3 2.6 2.2 2.4 
8 11.7 10.8 11.2 3.7 3.4 3.5 3.2 2.5 2.8 2.6 2.2 2.4 
9 12.3 11.2 11.7 3.8 3.2 3.5 3.4 2.9 3.1 2.8 2.3 2.6 

10 12.7 12.1 12.4 4.0 3.3 3.6 3.7 3.1 3.4 3.4 2.7 3.0 

11 13.3 11.9 12.4 4.3 3.6 3.9 3.8 3.2 3.5 3.5 2.9 3.1 
12 12.7 11.7 12.1 4.4 3.8 4.1 3.5 2.2 3.0 3.4 2.7 3.1 
13 12.8 11.7 12.2 4.7 4.0 4.4 2.2 1.3 1.8 3.1 2.3 2.7 
14 13.5 12.1 12.7 4.9 4.1 4.5 2.4 1.6 2.1 2.9 2.2 2.5 
15 13.9 12.8 13.3 4.8 4.5 4.7 2.5 2.2 2.3 2.4 1.1 2.0 

16 14.5 13.4 13.8 5.5 4.8 5.1 2.9 2.2 2.5 1.5 0.7 1.1 
17 14.1 13.1 13.5 6.2 5.3 5.7 3.5 2.9 3.2 1.6 0.9 1.2 
18 13.9 12.9 13.4 5.7 4.2 5.0 3.4 2.9 3.1 1.2 0.3 0.6 
19 14.2 13.1 13.6 4.2 3.5 3.8 3.5 2.9 3.2 0.9 0.4 0.6 
20 14.0 13.3 13.6 3.5 3.2 3.4 3.5 2.7 3.0 0.7 0.4 0.6 

21 13.7 13.1 13.5 3.3 2.8 3.0 3.2 2.3 2.7 1.2 0.5 0.8 
22 13.6 12.9 13.3 3.6 3.0 3.3 3.0 2.1 2.5 1.2 0.7 0.9 
23 13.6 13.0 13.4 3.3 2.8 3.2 2.8 2.2 2.4 1.1 0.5 0.8 
24 13.5 12.2 12.9 3.7 3.2 3.4 2.8 2.2 2.4 1.4 0.5 0.9 
25 12.2 10.5 11.2 3.8 3.4 3.6 2.8 2.1 2.5 2.0 1.0 1.5 

26 10.5 9.6 10.0 3.7 3.2 3.5 3.1 2.4 2.6 2.8 1.8 2.2 
27 10.2 9.4 9.8 3.8 3.4 3.7 3.3 2.8 3.0 3.0 2.1 2.4 
28 9.9 9.3 9.5 4.3 3.7 4.0 3.7 2.9 3.3 2.6 1.8 2.1 
29 9.7 8.9 9.3 4.4 3.9 4.2 3.7 3.2 3.4 3.0 1.9 2.4 
30 10.2 9.4 9.8 4.2 3.7 3.9 3.6 2.0 3.1 3.4 2.4 2.8 
31 10.2 9.7 10.0 --- --- --- 2.1 1.3 1.8 3.7 2.6 3.1 

Month 17.6 8.9 12.3 --- --- --- 3.8 1.3 2.6 3.7 0.3 2.0 
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TEMPERATURE, WATER, DEGREES CELSIUS 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

Day Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean 

 February March April May 

1 4.2 2.8 3.4 --- --- --- 5.5 5.0 5.3 14.2 12.0 13.0 
2 3.5 2.6 2.9 --- --- --- 6.2 5.1 5.6 12.8 11.9 12.3 
3 3.7 2.7 3.1 --- --- --- 6.9 5.8 6.3 12.1 11.6 11.8 
4 5.2 3.0 3.7 4.2 2.8 3.4 6.7 6.1 6.5 11.6 10.3 11.0 
5 5.2 3.2 3.9 --- --- --- 6.2 5.5 5.9 11.1 9.7 10.4 

6 --- --- --- --- --- --- 6.3 5.5 5.9 11.8 10.3 11.0 
7 --- --- --- --- --- --- 6.9 5.8 6.3 13.0 11.3 12.1 
8 --- --- --- --- --- --- 7.0 6.3 6.6 15.2 12.5 13.5 
9 --- --- --- --- --- --- 7.2 6.3 6.8 15.1 13.6 14.3 

10 --- --- --- --- --- --- 7.0 6.5 6.8 14.2 12.6 13.5 

11 --- --- --- --- --- --- 7.1 6.6 6.8 13.9 12.5 13.3 
12 --- --- --- --- --- --- 6.8 6.3 6.6 14.8 13.2 14.0 
13 --- --- --- --- --- --- 6.5 6.1 6.4 16.5 14.2 15.3 
14 --- --- --- --- --- --- 7.5 6.1 6.8 16.9 15.3 16.0 
15 --- --- --- 5.5 5.0 5.2 8.7 7.1 7.8 17.7 15.6 16.7 

16 --- --- --- 5.2 4.6 5.0 9.3 8.1 8.6 18.4 16.7 17.5 
17 --- --- --- 5.7 4.2 4.8 9.2 8.7 9.0 17.6 15.7 16.7 
18 --- --- --- 5.0 3.8 4.5 9.2 8.6 9.0 16.3 14.7 15.5 
19 --- --- --- 4.3 3.3 3.7 9.8 9.0 9.4 16.3 15.0 15.6 
20 --- --- --- 4.6 3.1 3.7 11.8 9.6 10.4 16.2 15.0 15.6 

21 --- --- --- 5.4 3.7 4.4 13.2 11.3 12.2 16.5 15.8 16.2 
22 --- --- --- 5.5 4.2 4.6 14.3 12.6 13.5 16.2 14.7 15.4 
23 --- --- --- 5.9 4.4 4.9 15.5 13.7 14.6 14.8 13.7 14.4 
24 --- --- --- 5.9 4.7 5.2 15.1 13.9 14.5 14.4 13.3 14.0 
25 --- --- --- 6.2 5.2 5.5 14.6 12.7 13.7 13.3 12.2 12.7 

26 --- --- --- 6.3 5.2 5.5 13.1 12.2 12.6 12.5 11.6 12.0 
27 --- --- --- 5.2 4.7 5.0 12.3 11.0 11.6 12.8 11.4 12.0 
28 --- --- --- 5.2 4.4 4.8 13.0 11.2 12.1 13.3 12.0 12.7 
29 --- --- --- 5.3 4.9 5.1 13.6 11.8 12.7 14.5 12.8 13.6 
30 --- --- --- 5.9 5.2 5.6 13.6 12.9 13.3 16.6 13.8 14.9 
31 --- --- --- 6.0 5.2 5.6 --- --- --- 18.2 15.9 16.9 

Month --- --- --- --- --- --- 15.5 5.0 9.1 18.4 9.7 14.0 
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TEMPERATURE, WATER, DEGREES CELSIUS 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

Day Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean Max Min Mean 

 June July August September 

1 19.1 17.3 18.1 19.6 18.4 19.0 22.8 20.8 21.8 20.0 18.5 19.2 
2 19.2 18.2 18.7 20.8 19.2 20.0 22.3 20.8 21.6 20.0 18.3 19.2 
3 18.9 18.1 18.5 20.7 19.5 20.3 22.8 20.8 21.8 20.2 18.5 19.3 
4 18.1 16.1 17.1 20.8 19.0 19.9 23.0 21.3 22.2 20.8 18.8 19.7 
5 16.1 14.4 15.1 20.8 19.2 20.0 23.1 21.9 22.6 21.1 19.2 20.2 

6 15.1 13.7 14.5 20.6 19.8 20.3 23.5 22.1 22.8 20.9 19.5 20.3 
7 15.2 14.6 14.9 22.7 20.2 21.1 23.2 22.0 22.6 20.7 19.2 20.0 
8 15.2 14.0 14.7 24.1 22.4 23.2 23.7 21.9 22.7 21.1 19.4 20.2 
9 14.7 13.5 14.2 24.4 23.0 23.6 23.2 21.8 22.5 20.8 19.4 20.2 

10 15.1 13.6 14.3 24.1 22.9 23.4 22.8 21.4 22.2 20.0 18.3 19.2 

11 16.6 14.3 15.3 24.4 22.5 23.3 22.6 21.3 22.0 19.3 17.3 18.0 
12 17.3 15.5 16.4 25.2 23.0 23.9 23.7 21.5 22.5 17.7 16.2 17.0 
13 17.6 16.0 16.8 24.4 22.7 23.3 23.7 22.4 23.0 18.1 16.3 17.2 
14 17.4 16.0 16.8 23.1 22.0 22.6 23.9 22.5 23.2 18.5 16.9 17.7 
15 17.7 15.9 16.9 22.9 21.6 22.3 24.0 22.5 23.3 19.5 17.3 18.3 

16 18.9 17.1 17.9 22.4 21.5 21.8 24.2 22.6 23.4 19.7 17.8 18.8 
17 20.2 18.4 19.2 21.5 20.2 20.7 24.2 22.9 23.6 19.8 18.1 19.0 
18 19.5 18.2 18.8 20.5 19.4 20.0 24.0 22.9 23.4 20.1 18.5 19.3 
19 18.5 17.1 17.8 20.6 19.6 20.1 23.9 22.1 23.0 20.6 18.8 19.6 
20 19.2 17.2 18.0 20.9 19.6 20.3 23.4 22.0 22.8 20.6 18.8 19.7 

21 20.3 18.2 19.2 21.4 19.5 20.5 23.0 21.8 22.5 21.0 19.0 20.0 
22 19.9 17.6 18.5 22.7 20.5 21.5 22.6 21.2 21.9 20.5 18.8 19.7 
23 17.6 16.5 17.1 22.1 20.8 21.4 22.2 20.7 21.6 19.8 18.4 19.0 
24 17.2 16.0 16.6 21.9 20.4 21.1 21.4 19.9 20.6 18.4 16.9 17.6 
25 16.9 16.1 16.6 23.0 20.8 21.7 21.5 19.9 20.6 18.5 16.7 17.6 

26 17.1 15.4 16.2 23.1 21.1 22.1 21.1 19.9 20.4 18.6 17.0 17.7 
27 17.6 15.8 16.7 23.0 21.6 22.3 20.1 18.8 19.5 18.4 17.0 17.7 
28 18.5 17.0 17.8 22.3 20.6 21.5 19.5 18.3 19.0 18.8 17.4 18.1 
29 18.9 17.8 18.3 22.5 20.8 21.7 19.7 18.0 18.9 19.1 17.5 18.3 
30 19.2 18.4 18.8 22.6 20.8 21.8 20.0 18.2 19.0 19.0 17.4 18.2 
31 --- --- --- 22.8 20.8 21.7 20.0 18.5 19.3 --- --- --- 

Month 20.3 13.5 17.0 25.2 18.4 21.5 24.2 18.0 21.8 21.1 16.2 18.9 

 


