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Water-Data Report 2012 

11475800 South Fork Eel River at Leggett, CA 
Eel River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°52′29″, long 123°43′10″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SE ¼ sec.3, T.23 N., R.17 W., Mendocino County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18010106, Mt. Diablo Meridian, on right bank, near Standish Hickey State Park, 0.2 mi upstream from Rock Creek, and 0.7 mi 
northwest of Leggett. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--248 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1965 to June 1995, October 1997 to April 1999 (seasonal records only). July 1995 to September 1997, October 2004 to  
June 2007 (stage only). October 1999 to September 2004, July 2007 to current year. 
CHEMICAL ANALYSES: Water year 1977. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water year 1966 to June 1979. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 684.72 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to July 29, 1988, at datum 8.60 ft higher.  
July 30, 1988, to July 28, 2003, at datum 6.60 ft higher. Datum lowered July 28, 2003 due to channel scour. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharge, which is fair. No regulation or diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of 
Eel River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 72,700 ft³/s, Jan. 4, 1966, gage height, 27.4 ft, from floodmarks, present datum, from rating 
curve extended above 21,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 28.13 ft; minimum daily, 7.3 ft³/s, Aug. 4-6, 12, 1977, Sept. 14, 
2008. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Dec. 22, 1964, reached a stage of 28.13 ft, from floodmarks, present datum, discharge, 78,700 ft³/s, by 
slope-area measurement of peak flow. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 8,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 20 2330 *18,600 *19.85 
Mar 30 1000 13,400 17.35 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11475800&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 22 38 106 170 568 2,200 6,990 420 153 86 33 19 
2 26 37 96 131 514 1,650 3,980 397 148 83 32 19 
3 54 37 88 112 457 1,120 2,690 430 145 80 31 19 
4 100 38 81 98 416 877 2,090 484 151 75 30 18 
5 198 41 76 90 380 727 1,650 413 174 72 29 18 

6 169 56 71 83 352 636 1,360 380 160 70 29 18 
7 123 57 68 78 385 553 1,160 356 147 67 29 17 
8 91 53 65 73 489 494 1,010 335 141 64 28 17 
9 71 48 63 69 381 446 891 319 136 61 28 17 

10 189 44 61 66 369 412 867 304 132 59 27 17 

11 403 42 59 64 472 423 1,120 291 127 56 25 17 
12 194 41 58 61 420 413 1,720 278 122 54 24 17 
13 126 40 57 59 761 1,840 2,960 267 119 51 23 17 
14 96 39 56 57 834 1,640 2,400 259 116 50 22 17 
15 79 39 61 56 668 1,360 1,830 252 111 48 22 17 

16 69 38 64 54 566 4,540 1,480 243 109 47 21 16 
17 64 40 62 52 498 4,840 1,240 234 105 50 21 16 
18 59 57 57 55 451 2,620 1,080 225 101 54 19 16 
19 55 76 54 1,780 410 1,760 963 218 97 55 19 16 
20 52 90 52 5,970 380 1,370 853 211 94 54 20 16 

21 50 87 51 8,290 352 1,350 758 206 94 52 20 16 
22 48 173 49 2,830 324 1,440 687 202 97 48 20 17 
23 47 315 47 3,990 298 1,230 623 196 110 45 20 e17 
24 45 1,260 46 1,960 278 1,200 578 191 111 43 19 17 
25 44 442 45 1,300 262 1,190 548 188 106 41 19 17 

26 43 269 45 1,130 244 1,100 654 186 106 40 18 17 
27 41 200 45 951 235 5,890 585 180 101 39 19 17 
28 41 163 45 781 235 8,600 517 175 95 38 19 17 
29 40 139 48 665 1,140 4,280 481 172 91 37 19 16 
30 39 121 147 582 --- 10,700 446 167 88 37 19 16 
31 39 --- 245 518 --- 8,400 --- 160 --- 35 19 --- 

Total 2,717 4,120 2,168 32,175 13,139 75,301 44,211 8,339 3,587 1,691 723 511 
Mean 87.6 137 69.9 1,038 453 2,429 1,474 269 120 54.5 23.3 17.0 
Max 403 1,260 245 8,290 1,140 10,700 6,990 484 174 86 33 19 
Min 22 37 45 52 235 412 446 160 88 35 18 16 
Ac-ft 5,390 8,170 4,300 63,820 26,060 149,400 87,690 16,540 7,110 3,350 1,430 1,010 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1966 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 72.2 632 1,556 2,210 2,058 1,750 829 315 131 50.4 28.5 26.7 
Max 363 4,050 6,072 7,278 7,294 5,515 3,528 1,140 630 129 65.4 87.8 
(WY) (2011) (1974) (1984) (1970) (1986) (1983) (1982) (2003) (1993) (1993) (1993) (1986) 
Min 12.3 40.2 32.9 98.1 137 147 78.4 59.5 26.7 9.96 9.67 10.2 
(WY) (2002) (1994) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1988) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (2008) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1966 - 2012 
Annual total  218,817    188,682    
Annual mean  599    516    770   
Highest annual mean    1,778 1983  
Lowest annual mean    69.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  8,550 Mar 26   10,700 Mar 30   49,800 Jan   4, 1966  
Lowest daily mean  20 Sep 21   16 Sep 16   7.3 Aug   4, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  20 Sep 18   16 Sep 15   7.5 Jul 31, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   18,600 Jan 20   72,700 Jan   4, 1966  
Maximum peak stage   19.85 Jan 20   27.40 Jan   4, 1966  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  434,000    374,300    557,700   
10 percent exceeds  1,640    1,250    1,970   
50 percent exceeds  148    96    140   
90 percent exceeds  29    19    21   
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