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Water-Data Report 2012 

11470500 Eel River below Scott Dam, near Potter Valley, CA 
Eel River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°24′29″, long 122°58′13″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ sec.15, T.18 N., R.10 W., Lake County, CA, Hydrologic 
Unit 18010103, in Mendocino National Forest, on left bank 0.4 mi upstream from Soda Creek, 0.7 mi downstream from Scott Dam, and 9.7 mi 
northeast of town of Potter Valley. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--290 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1922 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-B. Prior to October 1929, published 
as "South Eel River at Hullville," and October 1929 to September 1953, "at Hullville." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1315-B: 1923 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1938 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1395: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 1,740 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Dec. 15, 1930, at datum 3.00 ft higher. 

COOPERATION.--Records collected by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 77. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by Lake Pillsbury (station 11470000) 0.7 mi upstream. No diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Eel River 
Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 56,300 ft³/s, Dec. 22, 1964, gage height, 24.24 ft, from floodmarks, from rating curve extended 
above 37,000 ft³/s; minimum daily, 0.1 ft³/s, Sept. 8, 1924. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11470500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 235 103 186 163 205 150 3,690 375 228 147 153 147 
2 234 117 170 162 204 149 2,000 374 228 147 153 147 
3 236 126 162 162 204 149 938 367 228 147 153 147 
4 236 125 162 162 204 159 988 340 226 147 152 147 
5 237 139 167 162 204 170 1,060 321 220 147 152 147 

6 243 145 170 161 204 183 999 321 217 146 152 147 
7 265 161 164 163 205 189 892 322 217 146 151 147 
8 274 167 160 163 204 189 669 322 217 146 149 147 
9 279 174 159 163 204 189 544 322 266 146 148 147 

10 283 187 160 159 202 189 577 322 247 146 148 148 

11 286 191 160 156 202 189 518 322 215 146 148 147 
12 308 190 158 156 202 189 1,400 321 211 146 148 148 
13 349 189 161 156 203 203 1,800 321 204 146 148 148 
14 347 189 165 156 202 206 1,450 349 194 146 147 148 
15 311 189 162 155 202 206 1,090 362 185 145 147 148 

16 306 183 160 159 204 217 977 363 182 145 147 129 
17 306 170 159 165 204 2,410 919 352 178 145 147 116 
18 304 151 159 165 204 2,340 802 644 171 145 146 116 
19 297 108 158 167 205 1,430 737 808 166 145 146 115 
20 282 100 159 180 204 974 748 610 163 145 146 114 

21 260 100 160 182 204 770 763 492 163 145 146 112 
22 239 100 159 182 203 414 957 405 163 146 161 112 
23 229 100 159 195 197 207 1,060 365 160 147 195 111 
24 226 100 159 186 192 207 1,050 318 157 147 145 111 
25 221 119 158 186 182 209 881 270 154 147 145 111 

26 156 155 158 187 175 209 730 237 149 148 145 111 
27 109 164 162 198 167 1,240 728 237 148 148 146 111 
28 102 164 164 204 162 6,430 618 225 148 147 146 111 
29 99 179 164 204 150 3,810 521 216 147 147 146 111 
30 99 186 164 204 --- 3,050 470 232 147 149 145 111 
31 99 --- 163 204 --- 3,560 --- 232 --- 153 146 --- 

Total 7,457 4,471 5,031 5,367 5,704 30,186 30,576 11,067 5,699 4,543 4,647 3,912 
Mean 241 149 162 173 197 974 1,019 357 190 147 150 130 
Max 349 191 186 204 205 6,430 3,690 808 266 153 195 148 
Min 99 100 158 155 150 149 470 216 147 145 145 111 
Ac-ft 14,790 8,870 9,980 10,650 11,310 59,870 60,650 21,950 11,300 9,010 9,220 7,760 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1923 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 213 265 773 1,265 1,403 1,076 684 360 205 173 175 203 
Max 361 1,851 4,945 5,687 6,624 4,536 3,357 1,328 717 329 334 336 
(WY) (1963) (1974) (1965) (1970) (1986) (1983) (1982) (2005) (1998) (1959) (1959) (1996) 
Min 19.1 13.3 27.6 35.8 7.28 11.8 15.4 34.4 50.3 64.5 65.0 34.4 
(WY) (1978) (1934) (1960) (1944) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1923 - 2012 
Annual total  233,239    118,660    
Annual mean  639    324    563   
Highest annual mean    1,443 1983  
Lowest annual mean    85.4 1977  
Highest daily mean  5,180 Mar 16   6,430 Mar 28   45,300 Dec 22, 1964  
Lowest daily mean  99 Oct 29   99 Oct 29   0.10 Sep   8, 1924  
Annual seven-day minimum  104 Nov 19   104 Nov 19   0.43 Sep   6, 1924  
Maximum peak flow   7,210 Mar 28   56,300 Dec 22, 1964  
Maximum peak stage   11.44 Mar 28   24.24 Dec 22, 1964  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  462,600    235,400    407,600   
10 percent exceeds  1,650    626    1,170   
50 percent exceeds  265    170    229   
90 percent exceeds  152    145    97   
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