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Water-Data Report 2012 

11461500 East Fork Russian River near Calpella, CA 
Russian River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°14′48″, long 123°07′45″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.18, T.16 N., R.11 W., Mendocino  
County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18010110, on left bank, 0.1 mi downstream from Cold Creek, and 3.9 mi east of Calpella. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--92.2 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1941 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-B. 
CHEMICAL ANALYSES: Water years 1951-58, 1973-82. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1967-79. 
TURBIDITY: Water years 1964-71. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1964, 1967-68. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 787.87 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to May 28, 1957, at site 1.3 mi downstream at different datum.  
May 28, 1957, to Apr. 5, 1966, at site 0.4 mi downstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good. Flow greatly affected by diversion from Eel River through Potter Valley Powerplant Intake and Tailrace (stations 11471000 and 
11471099, respectively). Diversion for irrigation of about 8,000 acres upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Russian River Basin available 
from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 18,700 ft³/s, Dec. 22, 1964, gage height, 20.21 ft, site then in use, maximum gage height, 
27.87 ft, Dec. 30, 2005; minimum daily, 1.7 ft³/s, July 23, 1990. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,300 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 20 2315 4,870 16.04 
Mar 27 1900 *4,960 *16.17 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11461500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 176 65 79 50 78 179 1,010 133 118 128 106 107 
2 177 70 71 50 74 106 455 126 125 133 103 107 
3 199 85 52 50 73 80 316 132 123 122 107 112 
4 205 97 51 50 70 73 259 135 117 118 110 113 
5 266 101 51 50 67 72 199 130 118 128 113 116 

6 206 111 51 49 65 68 174 131 122 115 118 112 
7 187 117 51 48 109 67 169 132 120 114 117 123 
8 188 131 50 49 87 63 151 128 113 113 113 119 
9 188 137 50 49 70 62 139 126 110 111 105 118 

10 255 140 50 48 68 64 134 122 112 107 102 113 

11 228 142 50 48 68 65 139 116 109 108 105 103 
12 202 144 50 47 66 65 318 115 115 106 109 106 
13 228 143 50 45 98 805 467 115 114 114 110 108 
14 264 144 49 45 85 1,020 262 108 105 126 102 111 
15 241 144 52 46 74 415 230 137 97 120 108 119 

16 241 147 51 45 69 1,080 200 128 100 126 110 103 
17 240 142 50 43 67 633 186 123 101 133 117 84 
18 240 123 50 42 65 284 178 126 116 131 117 77 
19 242 74 50 72 64 196 171 128 120 137 112 79 
20 231 59 50 693 63 157 160 127 108 152 116 75 

21 202 55 50 1,150 62 151 158 116 116 149 111 74 
22 184 53 48 652 61 152 150 132 115 138 116 74 
23 176 55 49 1,530 60 130 142 138 114 146 102 72 
24 173 93 50 244 59 137 141 132 122 140 111 82 
25 171 63 50 146 58 171 141 131 109 133 107 76 

26 117 58 50 125 58 153 144 121 112 123 107 82 
27 50 56 50 100 58 1,730 128 127 108 129 124 83 
28 52 55 50 92 58 1,370 138 131 115 126 118 75 
29 52 57 50 86 108 511 138 130 115 125 117 75 
30 60 68 51 82 --- 928 137 131 112 119 110 77 
31 65 --- 51 76 --- 1,230 --- 124 --- 115 116 --- 

Total 5,706 2,929 1,607 5,902 2,062 12,217 6,734 3,931 3,401 3,885 3,439 2,875 
Mean 184 97.6 51.8 190 71.1 394 224 127 113 125 111 95.8 
Max 266 147 79 1,530 109 1,730 1,010 138 125 152 124 123 
Min 50 53 48 42 58 62 128 108 97 106 102 72 
Ac-ft 11,320 5,810 3,190 11,710 4,090 24,230 13,360 7,800 6,750 7,710 6,820 5,700 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1942 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 209 261 468 603 600 505 337 223 154 130 131 174 
Max 352 738 1,476 1,720 1,815 1,611 847 429 363 275 276 298 
(WY) (1963) (1982) (1965) (1970) (1998) (1983) (1982) (2003) (1998) (1967) (1952) (1967) 
Min 4.89 23.6 30.2 42.2 21.5 42.7 11.9 23.5 15.3 8.25 19.0 23.9 
(WY) (1960) (2008) (1960) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1942 - 2012 
Annual total  86,435    54,688    
Annual mean  237    149    315   
Highest annual mean    586 1983  
Lowest annual mean    76.8 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,930 Mar 20   1,730 Mar 27   12,500 Dec 22, 1964  
Lowest daily mean  48 Dec 22   42 Jan 18   1.7 Jul 23, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  50 Dec 17   45 Jan 12   3.2 Jul 11, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   4,960 Mar 27   18,700 Dec 22, 1964  
Maximum peak stage   16.17 Mar 27   27.87 Dec 30, 2005  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  171,400    108,500    228,300   
10 percent exceeds  403    205    546   
50 percent exceeds  152    114    224   
90 percent exceeds  56    50    72   
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