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Water-Data Report 2012 

11441900 Silver Creek below Camino Diversion Dam, CA 
Sacramento River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°49′26″, long 120°32′18″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in sec.5, T.11 N., R.13 E., El Dorado County, CA, Hydrologic  
Unit 18020129, in Eldorado National Forest, on right bank, 300 ft downstream from Round Tent Canyon, 0.4 mi downstream from diversion dam, and  
5 mi northeast of Pollock Pines. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--171 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1960 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 2,754.06 ft above NGVD of 1929 (Sacramento Municipal Utility District benchmark). 

COOPERATION.--Records, including diversion to Camino Powerplant (station 11441895), were collected by Sacramento Municipal Utility District, under 
general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2101. 

REMARKS.--Flow is regulated by Ice House Reservoir (station 11441100) since 1959, Union Valley Reservoir (station 11441001) since 1962, and Junction 
and Camino Reservoirs (stations 11441760 and 11441890). Diversion to Camino Powerplant since 1961 bypasses this station. See schematic diagram 
of South Fork American River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 47,700 ft³/s, estimated based on gage height hydrograph reconstructed without the 
intermittent backwater from log jams, Jan. 2, 1997, gage height, 15.72 ft, backwater from log jam, from rating curve extended above 4,700 ft³/s, on 
basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 11.28 ft; minimum daily, 1.0 ft³/s, Nov. 1, 1980. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11441900&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 24 14 11 11 12 11 26 14 11 11 11 11 
2 25 11 11 11 11 11 26 13 11 11 11 11 
3 24 12 11 11 11 11 26 13 11 11 11 11 
4 24 12 11 11 12 11 28 12 11 11 11 11 
5 24 11 11 11 12 11 26 12 11 11 11 11 

6 24 11 11 11 11 11 23 11 11 11 11 11 
7 24 11 11 11 11 11 20 11 11 11 11 11 
8 24 11 11 11 11 11 18 11 11 11 11 11 
9 25 11 11 11 11 11 16 11 11 11 11 11 

10 25 11 11 11 11 11 15 11 11 11 11 11 

11 25 11 11 11 11 11 16 11 11 11 11 11 
12 24 11 11 11 11 11 18 11 11 11 11 11 
13 24 11 11 11 11 13 24 12 11 11 11 11 
14 24 11 11 11 12 31 23 11 11 11 11 11 
15 24 11 11 11 12 44 24 11 11 11 11 11 

16 25 11 11 11 12 88 25 12 11 11 11 11 
17 25 11 11 121 11 96 25 11 11 11 11 11 
18 24 11 11 224 11 47 24 11 11 11 11 11 
19 24 11 11 213 12 32 22 11 11 11 11 11 
20 24 11 11 129 12 26 20 11 11 11 11 11 

21 24 11 11 259 11 27 18 11 11 11 11 11 
22 24 11 11 89 12 29 16 11 11 11 11 11 
23 24 11 11 178 11 28 15 11 11 11 11 11 
24 24 11 11 221 11 25 14 11 11 11 11 11 
25 24 11 11 104 11 23 13 11 11 11 11 11 

26 24 11 11 11 11 21 24 11 11 11 11 11 
27 25 11 11 11 11 19 22 11 11 11 11 11 
28 25 11 11 11 11 26 19 11 11 11 11 11 
29 25 11 11 11 11 30 17 11 11 11 11 11 
30 25 11 11 11 --- 26 16 11 11 11 11 11 
31 25 --- 11 11 --- 26 --- 11 --- 11 11 --- 

Total 755 335 341 1,780 328 789 619 352 330 341 341 330 
Mean 24.4 11.2 11.0 57.4 11.3 25.5 20.6 11.4 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 
Max 25 14 11 259 12 96 28 14 11 11 11 11 
Min 24 11 11 11 11 11 13 11 11 11 11 11 
Ac-ft 1,500 664 676 3,530 651 1,560 1,230 698 655 676 676 655 
Diversion, in acre-feet, to Camino Powerplant 
 29,700 16,280 12,610 8,350 7,510 17,580 38,330 51,810 20,780 32,900 50,090 35,700 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1961 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 26.5 36.8 73.6 168 104 103 136 184 143 60.5 29.1 24.7 
Max 138 1,088 856 4,122 1,168 1,207 1,422 1,505 1,019 503 364 188 
(WY) (1995) (1984) (1965) (1997) (1986) (1986) (2006) (1995) (1995) (1995) (1962) (1962) 
Min 3.12 3.44 5.39 5.21 5.45 3.56 3.14 3.30 3.29 2.98 3.11 3.18 
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 
[e, estimated] 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1961 - 2012 
Annual total  74,379.7    6,641    
Annual mean  204    18.1    90.7   
Highest annual mean    461 1997  
Lowest annual mean    4.16 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,450 May   3   259 Jan 21   32,900 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  9.2 Feb 13   11 Nov   2   1.0 Nov   1, 1980  
Annual seven-day minimum  9.6 Feb   9   11 Nov   5   2.7 Mar   2, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   632 Jan 21   e47,700Jan   2, 1997

  
Maximum peak stage   5.22 Jan 21   a15.72 Jan   2, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  147,500    13,170    65,720   
Annual diversion (ac-ft) b            681,600            321,600  
10 percent exceeds  805    25    100   
50 percent exceeds  24    11    19   
90 percent exceeds  11    11    8.3   
a Backwater from log jam. 
b Diversion, in acre-feet, to Camino Powerplant (station 11441895). 
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