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Water-Data Report 2012 

11186001 Kern River and Kern River No. 3 Canal near Kernville, CA 
Buena Vista Lake Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°56′43″, long 118°28′36″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Tulare County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18030001, combined 
discharge of Kern River (station 11186000) and Kern River No. 3 Canal (station 11185500). 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

COOPERATION.--Records were provided by Southern California Edison Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project no. 2290. 

REMARKS.--See schematic diagram of Kern River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11186001&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 364 363 358 294 363 348 606 1,640 648 281 171 167 
2 365 359 338 294 356 335 556 1,670 687 279 172 164 
3 363 356 344 293 351 337 552 1,650 694 274 173 159 
4 361 367 323 294 343 345 576 1,550 696 270 172 155 
5 872 364 340 295 337 358 576 1,370 673 273 171 156 

6 662 382 328 296 336 367 526 1,280 607 264 171 161 
7 556 373 330 291 339 343 525 1,190 546 258 167 165 
8 550 372 336 288 339 350 522 1,170 523 250 167 165 
9 553 379 333 287 338 353 530 1,150 524 242 173 179 

10 559 382 320 289 340 362 547 1,240 513 238 174 189 

11 570 391 321 287 345 369 572 1,300 491 237 200 174 
12 620 463 317 284 344 371 545 1,290 479 238 201 165 
13 612 437 326 276 353 371 587 1,320 468 252 223 160 
14 586 424 320 273 335 376 562 1,360 462 250 231 155 
15 555 419 314 277 344 391 611 1,260 467 238 271 152 

16 528 412 316 272 330 425 694 1,160 466 230 229 151 
17 506 404 316 248 335 486 762 1,170 440 222 208 150 
18 487 396 317 269 341 438 805 1,150 425 216 213 148 
19 470 389 314 275 336 431 903 1,070 414 211 207 147 
20 456 384 311 279 326 446 1,070 1,050 401 206 201 145 

21 442 376 304 750 328 507 1,350 1,060 385 201 191 144 
22 430 390 302 430 328 556 1,610 1,060 382 198 185 144 
23 418 398 276 568 342 e555 1,830 1,040 376 202 196 145 
24 408 392 297 447 353 e518 1,780 964 357 213 190 144 
25 401 378 292 402 362 e528 1,530 847 335 205 180 143 

26 396 376 294 412 360 e556 1,580 771 325 197 175 144 
27 395 376 298 421 354 535 1,470 727 313 191 170 144 
28 390 377 297 399 344 514 1,410 671 300 186 166 143 
29 384 374 304 385 338 513 1,450 620 289 181 164 143 
30 377 373 306 377 --- 527 1,520 603 284 177 171 142 
31 371 --- 299 366 --- 585 --- 615 --- 173 174 --- 

Total 15,007 11,626 9,791 10,618 9,940 13,496 28,157 35,018 13,970 7,053 5,857 4,643 
Mean 484 388 316 343 343 435 939 1,130 466 228 189 155 
Max 872 463 358 750 363 585 1,830 1,670 696 281 271 189 
Min 361 356 276 248 326 335 522 603 284 173 164 142 
Ac-ft 29,770 23,060 19,420 21,060 19,720 26,770 55,850 69,460 27,710 13,990 11,620 9,210 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1961 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 245 271 350 447 490 700 1,134 2,088 2,151 1,119 476 290 
Max 634 740 2,696 3,161 1,524 2,075 3,235 6,475 7,401 4,059 2,175 934 
(WY) (1983) (2003) (1967) (1997) (1980) (1986) (1969) (1969) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1978) 
Min 106 112 109 121 120 181 333 373 303 133 114 100 
(WY) (1962) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1976) (1977) (1976) (1961) (1990) (1990) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1961 - 2012 
Annual total  541,242    165,176    
Annual mean  1,483    451    814   
Highest annual mean    2,264 1983  
Lowest annual mean    228 1961  
Highest daily mean  6,140 Jun 16   1,830 Apr 23   33,600 Dec   6, 1966  
Lowest daily mean  276 Dec 23   142 Sep 30   76 Dec 22, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  294 Dec 22   143 Sep 24   84 Sep 11, 1990  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  1,074,000    327,600    590,000   
10 percent exceeds  3,620    881    2,030   
50 percent exceeds  730    358    382   
90 percent exceeds  364    172    158   
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