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Water-Data Report 2012 

11162750 Lower Crystal Springs Reservoir near San Mateo, CA 
San Mateo Creek Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°30′55″, long 122°21′21″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, San Mateo County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18050004, in Pulgas 
Land Grant, on east side, 0.45 mi north of Highway 92, 1 mi south of Crystal Springs Dam, and 3.6 mi southwest of San Mateo. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--29.8 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1998 to current year. Published as "Crystal Springs Reservoir at Dam, near San Mateo" prior to September 2007 and as "at 
dam" October 2007 to September 2010. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NAVD 1988. 

REMARKS.--Reservoir is formed by gravity type, interlocking concrete blocks and stores water from Hetch-Hetchy Aqueduct and local runoff for municipal 
use.  Storage began in 1888. Dam was raised in 1890 and 1911. Spillway was raised and widened in 2012. Capacity is 68,865 acre-ft, spillway at crest 
is 294.6 ft above NAVD of 1988 (from San Francisco Public Utilities Commission survey), revised. Normal maximum operating level is 290.6 ft with 
maximum reservoir operating level at crest. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11162750&agency_cd=USGS
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ELEVATION OF RESERVOIR WATER SURFACE ABOVE DATUM, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

Day Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min 

 October November December January February March 

1 277.78 277.72 280.03 280.01 278.55 278.34 272.60 272.50 270.61 270.58 272.80 272.63 
2 277.84 277.78 280.02 280.00 278.34 278.15 272.51 272.40 270.62 270.60 272.86 272.79 
3 277.98 277.84 280.03 279.99 278.15 277.96 272.42 272.31 270.61 270.59 272.93 272.86 
4 278.15 277.97 280.04 280.02 277.97 277.76 272.32 272.22 270.60 270.59 273.06 272.93 
5 278.40 278.15 280.10 280.03 277.77 277.58 272.22 272.13 270.61 270.59 273.10 273.05 

6 278.55 278.40 280.14 280.09 277.59 277.38 272.13 272.03 270.65 270.61 273.17 273.08 
7 278.72 278.55 280.16 280.14 277.38 277.17 272.04 271.93 270.73 270.65 273.21 273.15 
8 278.88 278.72 280.17 280.15 277.17 276.97 271.94 271.84 270.83 270.72 273.24 273.20 
9 279.02 278.87 280.18 280.16 276.97 276.76 271.84 271.74 270.94 270.83 273.24 273.21 

10 279.19 279.01 280.19 280.17 276.76 276.56 271.74 271.65 271.06 270.93 273.24 273.21 

11 279.37 279.19 280.25 280.18 276.56 276.35 271.65 271.55 271.13 271.05 273.30 273.23 
12 279.46 279.37 280.29 280.24 276.35 276.14 271.55 271.46 271.25 271.13 273.32 273.28 
13 279.54 279.46 280.33 280.29 276.14 275.93 271.46 271.36 271.40 271.24 273.44 273.28 
14 279.58 279.53 280.34 280.29 275.93 275.72 271.36 271.26 271.51 271.39 274.15 273.41 
15 279.60 279.56 280.29 280.20 275.73 275.53 271.27 271.17 271.64 271.49 274.58 274.15 

16 279.68 279.60 280.21 280.13 275.53 275.31 271.17 271.07 271.68 271.63 275.16 274.57 
17 279.70 279.68 280.13 280.04 275.31 275.11 271.08 270.90 271.71 271.67 275.57 275.16 
18 279.73 279.69 280.05 279.96 275.11 274.90 270.90 270.68 271.83 271.68 275.67 275.56 
19 279.78 279.73 279.96 279.81 274.90 274.69 270.68 270.48 271.95 271.82 275.68 275.65 
20 279.83 279.78 279.82 279.69 274.69 274.48 270.48 270.33 272.02 271.93 275.65 275.59 

21 279.90 279.82 279.69 279.56 274.49 274.27 270.51 270.38 272.08 272.00 275.66 275.61 
22 279.94 279.90 279.56 279.44 274.27 274.05 270.40 270.29 272.16 272.07 275.75 275.65 
23 280.03 279.94 279.44 279.32 274.05 273.82 270.43 270.29 272.22 272.15 275.75 275.71 
24 280.06 280.03 279.33 279.20 273.82 273.60 270.45 270.42 272.29 272.21 275.84 275.72 
25 280.05 280.02 279.20 279.08 273.60 273.38 270.46 270.44 272.34 272.24 276.05 275.84 

26 280.03 280.01 279.08 278.98 273.38 273.15 270.48 270.45 272.37 272.33 276.11 276.04 
27 280.02 280.01 278.98 278.90 273.17 272.99 270.50 270.46 272.45 272.36 276.30 276.11 
28 280.03 280.00 278.91 278.77 273.00 272.85 270.52 270.49 272.49 272.43 276.55 276.30 
29 280.02 280.01 278.77 278.64 272.88 272.78 270.56 270.51 272.63 272.46 276.64 276.55 
30 280.02 280.01 278.65 278.54 272.78 272.68 270.60 270.54 --- --- 276.77 276.63 
31 280.03 280.00 --- --- 272.70 272.59 270.61 270.58 --- --- 276.97 276.77 

Month 280.06 277.72 280.34 278.54 278.55 272.59 272.60 270.29 272.63 270.58 276.97 272.63 
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ELEVATION OF RESERVOIR WATER SURFACE ABOVE DATUM, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

Day Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min 

 April May June July August September 

1 277.12 276.95 280.76 280.63 281.72 281.62 282.14 282.02 284.43 284.36 284.96 284.86 
2 277.22 277.12 280.86 280.75 281.68 281.62 282.21 282.12 284.43 284.39 284.86 284.83 
3 277.37 277.22 280.98 280.86 281.67 281.65 282.31 282.21 284.46 284.41 284.85 284.78 
4 277.47 277.36 281.00 280.97 281.74 281.63 282.38 282.29 284.58 284.45 284.78 284.62 
5 277.49 277.43 281.03 280.99 281.88 281.74 282.43 282.37 284.79 284.58 284.62 284.48 

6 277.49 277.43 281.09 281.03 281.89 281.85 282.53 282.43 284.96 284.79 284.52 284.41 
7 277.48 277.44 281.10 281.08 281.91 281.87 282.60 282.53 285.00 284.93 284.41 284.24 
8 277.48 277.45 281.10 281.09 281.92 281.88 282.69 282.60 285.15 284.99 284.24 284.06 
9 277.49 277.44 281.14 281.08 281.95 281.90 282.75 282.69 285.19 285.13 284.06 283.90 

10 277.63 277.48 281.19 281.13 281.98 281.95 282.84 282.75 285.25 285.18 283.90 283.76 

11 277.79 277.63 281.21 281.17 282.03 281.97 282.87 282.84 285.36 285.25 283.76 283.63 
12 278.10 277.77 281.26 281.20 282.06 282.01 282.98 282.87 285.51 285.36 283.63 283.50 
13 278.95 278.10 281.31 281.24 282.06 281.99 283.05 282.96 285.60 285.51 283.50 283.38 
14 279.29 278.94 281.34 281.31 282.03 281.98 283.14 283.03 285.69 285.59 283.38 283.26 
15 279.49 279.28 281.33 281.31 281.99 281.91 283.31 283.14 285.76 285.69 283.27 283.24 

16 279.66 279.48 281.39 281.32 281.91 281.84 283.45 283.30 285.79 285.75 283.26 283.22 
17 279.78 279.65 281.39 281.36 281.84 281.74 283.56 283.45 285.80 285.76 283.22 283.16 
18 279.86 279.77 281.38 281.35 281.76 281.69 283.66 283.56 285.82 285.79 283.20 283.17 
19 279.95 279.86 281.37 281.34 281.80 281.73 283.78 283.65 285.89 285.82 283.17 283.12 
20 279.96 279.94 281.42 281.37 281.79 281.73 283.84 283.77 285.91 285.85 283.13 283.06 

21 280.01 279.94 281.43 281.41 281.75 281.70 283.95 283.84 285.86 285.78 283.06 282.98 
22 280.08 280.01 281.43 281.40 281.73 281.68 284.06 283.94 285.78 285.71 282.98 282.92 
23 280.23 280.08 281.42 281.39 281.76 281.71 284.20 284.06 285.73 285.66 282.92 282.87 
24 280.34 280.23 281.41 281.37 281.83 281.76 284.20 284.15 285.70 285.60 282.87 282.74 
25 280.45 280.33 281.39 281.36 281.88 281.83 284.33 284.18 285.61 285.48 282.74 282.54 

26 280.57 280.44 281.47 281.36 281.93 281.88 284.33 284.29 285.52 285.48 282.54 282.33 
27 280.59 280.56 281.57 281.46 281.97 281.93 284.30 284.26 285.49 285.42 282.33 282.14 
28 280.61 280.58 281.71 281.56 281.96 281.91 284.29 284.25 285.42 285.30 282.14 281.93 
29 280.64 280.61 281.73 281.69 281.98 281.92 284.30 284.27 285.30 285.18 281.93 281.74 
30 280.65 280.62 281.76 281.73 282.02 281.98 284.40 284.28 285.18 285.04 281.74 281.55 
31 --- --- 281.76 281.71 --- --- 284.40 284.36 285.05 284.96 --- --- 

Month 280.65 276.95 281.76 280.63 282.06 281.62 284.40 282.02 285.91 284.36 284.96 281.55 

 
 Max Min 

Year 285.91 270.29 
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