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Water-Data Report 2012 

11151700 Salinas River at Soledad, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°24′40″, long 121°19′06″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Monterey County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060005, on boundary 
between San Vicente and Los Coches Grants, on right bank, on upstream end of bridge abutment on U.S. Highway 101, 0.9 mi south of Soledad, and  
1 mi upstream from Arroyo Seco. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--3,563 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1968 to September 1978, October 1983 to current year. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1972-75, 1977. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1990, 1992. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 150.61 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. Occasional periods of backwater are caused by storm flows from Arroyo Seco. These periods are estimated and are considered 
poor. Flow regulated by Santa Margarita Lake beginning in December 1941, usable capacity, 23,000 acre-ft; Lake Nacimiento (formerly Nacimiento 
Reservoir) beginning in February 1957, usable capacity, 340,000 acre-ft; and by Lake San Antonio beginning in December 1965, usable capacity, 
330,000 acre-ft. Several small diversions for irrigation upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Salinas River Basin available from the 
California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 106,000 ft³/s, Feb. 25, 1969, gage height, 23.31 ft.; maximum gage height, 26.49 ft, Mar. 11, 
1995; no flow at times in some years. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11151700&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 171 174 60 58 74 31 209 176 166 200 210 210 
2 172 170 60 56 72 30 219 173 160 213 203 211 
3 174 168 58 53 68 27 226 168 161 219 201 223 
4 181 158 56 52 64 25 220 167 170 216 202 225 
5 189 146 57 51 63 25 207 171 174 216 212 221 

6 196 133 55 51 e61 23 193 167 170 200 224 215 
7 193 122 53 49 e60 20 183 178 171 219 202 216 
8 190 109 51 47 59 18 176 183 178 230 208 212 
9 186 99 50 47 56 15 175 180 180 235 205 215 

10 191 90 49 46 53 14 173 195 180 234 197 226 

11 199 84 50 45 50 13 181 190 187 219 192 227 
12 197 81 55 42 50 13 174 183 183 212 191 224 
13 186 78 55 39 55 14 168 177 187 206 200 218 
14 172 72 53 39 58 16 162 177 197 203 197 216 
15 160 67 53 43 60 16 188 180 209 206 201 213 

16 156 64 54 44 59 14 257 177 192 214 205 215 
17 170 61 54 41 55 16 248 167 180 212 208 224 
18 164 60 52 39 54 20 230 154 187 207 207 239 
19 160 57 54 38 54 24 210 145 186 199 208 245 
20 164 61 54 41 54 27 190 143 180 201 218 228 

21 e171 63 57 e45 53 30 172 152 174 202 217 203 
22 e178 63 55 52 51 51 170 156 173 206 214 195 
23 180 64 53 e56 48 94 187 154 172 218 212 200 
24 189 63 54 60 43 121 191 153 178 218 211 230 
25 194 59 55 60 39 141 193 144 193 211 207 242 

26 193 60 58 66 38 153 199 149 194 204 210 244 
27 189 61 57 84 37 169 198 159 188 201 221 239 
28 190 63 56 88 34 180 193 177 181 200 217 236 
29 184 62 58 86 33 197 182 189 173 208 208 233 
30 185 63 59 81 --- 202 179 189 183 222 201 230 
31 182 --- 56 77 --- 207 --- 177 --- 219 200 --- 

Total 5,606 2,675 1,701 1,676 1,555 1,946 5,853 5,250 5,407 6,570 6,409 6,675 
Mean 181 89.2 54.9 54.1 53.6 62.8 195 169 180 212 207 222 
Max 199 174 60 88 74 207 257 195 209 235 224 245 
Min 156 57 49 38 33 13 162 143 160 199 191 195 
Ac-ft 11,120 5,310 3,370 3,320 3,080 3,860 11,610 10,410 10,720 13,030 12,710 13,240 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1969 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 123 130 149 752 1,356 988 349 152 154 172 172 159 
Max 488 336 876 6,383 11,170 8,695 3,244 661 456 412 327 478 
(WY) (1970) (1970) (1984) (1997) (1998) (1995) (2006) (1969) (1969) (1998) (1969) (1969) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1969 - 2012 
Annual total  161,215    51,323    
Annual mean  442    140    383   
Highest annual mean    1,981 1969  
Lowest annual mean    0.00 1990  
Highest daily mean  7,870 Mar 23   257 Apr 16   68,300 Feb 25, 1969  
Lowest daily mean  49 Dec 10   13 Mar 11   0.00 Mar   9, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  52 Dec   6   14 Mar 10   0.00 Mar   9, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   263 Apr 16   106,000 Feb 25, 1969  
Maximum peak stage   8.60 Apr 16   26.49 Mar 11, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  319,800    101,800    277,300   
10 percent exceeds  846    218    462   
50 percent exceeds  202    172    143   
90 percent exceeds  61    45    0.03   
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