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Water-Data Report 2012 

11149400 Nacimiento River below Nacimiento Dam, near Bradley, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°45′41″, long 120°51′16″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.14, T.25 S., R.10 E., San Luis Obispo  
County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060005, on Camp Roberts Military Reservation, on left bank, 2.2 mi downstream from Nacimiento Dam, and 7.6 mi 
southwest of Bradley. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--329 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1957 to current year. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1963-66. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-84-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 597 ft above NGVD of 1929, surveyed from US Army Corps of Engineers bench mark. 

REMARKS.--Records rated good. Flow regulated by Lake Nacimiento (formerly Nacimiento Reservoir) beginning in February 1957, usable capacity,  
340,000 acre-ft. No diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Salinas River Basin available from the California Water Science 
Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 8,110 ft³/s, Mar. 27, 2011, gage height, 12.18 ft; no flow at times in 1958-63, 1965, 1977, 
1990. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11149400&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 414 257 62 62 62 62 338 312 349 315 379 308 
2 414 191 62 62 62 62 318 337 348 314 379 306 
3 414 134 62 62 63 62 298 355 348 315 379 305 
4 388 64 62 62 63 62 298 335 349 217 378 340 
5 364 63 62 62 64 62 298 382 370 336 340 386 

6 364 65 64 62 63 61 298 392 399 348 339 386 
7 348 63 63 62 63 61 298 388 400 314 442 385 
8 240 64 63 62 62 110 298 335 395 312 441 386 
9 126 65 62 46 62 179 296 227 395 351 439 385 

10 49 65 63 73 62 149 221 220 395 384 438 386 

11 35 65 64 94 63 149 182 209 419 382 437 389 
12 33 65 64 94 62 111 169 191 447 381 437 385 
13 30 64 62 91 62 67 175 195 392 381 436 382 
14 79 62 63 65 62 67 173 196 263 379 434 384 
15 222 62 62 62 62 67 172 196 380 377 430 383 

16 218 62 62 61 62 66 174 196 381 379 426 282 
17 250 61 62 60 62 61 172 196 379 349 424 113 
18 305 61 63 60 62 60 171 196 377 379 420 44 
19 323 62 63 60 62 176 179 195 376 379 417 78 
20 354 63 62 61 62 280 252 196 386 380 412 286 

21 355 61 62 63 62 300 315 195 392 378 411 293 
22 357 61 63 62 62 299 315 194 385 377 412 375 
23 357 61 62 63 62 299 313 194 382 376 410 374 
24 338 61 62 60 61 300 313 226 380 378 405 373 
25 319 61 62 60 62 323 313 250 378 379 402 371 

26 332 61 62 60 62 319 312 250 376 377 400 371 
27 317 61 62 60 61 354 312 249 368 374 398 371 
28 302 60 62 60 61 349 312 250 376 374 398 365 
29 278 60 62 60 61 339 312 302 354 375 397 350 
30 278 61 62 60 --- 287 312 351 314 375 358 233 
31 278 --- 63 61 --- 329 --- 350 --- 377 308 --- 

Total 8,481 2,266 1,936 1,992 1,801 5,472 7,909 8,060 11,253 11,112 12,526 9,775 
Mean 274 75.5 62.5 64.3 62.1 177 264 260 375 358 404 326 
Max 414 257 64 94 64 354 338 392 447 384 442 389 
Min 30 60 62 46 61 60 169 191 263 217 308 44 
Ac-ft 16,820 4,490 3,840 3,950 3,570 10,850 15,690 15,990 22,320 22,040 24,850 19,390 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1958 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 200 152 116 246 510 263 171 212 300 380 396 317 
Max 501 708 1,629 3,341 4,830 3,016 1,501 1,067 581 662 802 684 
(WY) (1983) (2006) (1983) (1997) (1998) (1969) (1958) (1983) (1969) (1958) (1967) (1995) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.16 2.44 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1958) (1958) (1958) (1962) (1962) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1990) (1990) (1961) (1961) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1958 - 2012 
Annual total  99,319    82,583    
Annual mean  272    226    270   
Highest annual mean    1,038 1983  
Lowest annual mean    3.43 1990  
Highest daily mean  4,180 Mar 27   447 Jun 12   6,770 Feb 26, 1969  
Lowest daily mean  30 Oct 13   30 Oct 13   0.00 Oct   1, 1957  
Annual seven-day minimum  52 Feb   2   60 Jan   3   0.00 Oct   1, 1957  
Maximum peak flow   458 Jun 12   8,110 Mar 27, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   3.63 Jun 12   12.18 Mar 27, 2011  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  197,000    163,800    195,900   
10 percent exceeds  451    390    484   
50 percent exceeds  222    250    149   
90 percent exceeds  58    61    3.0   
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