
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2013, Water-resources data for the United States, Water 
Year 2012: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2012, site 10296500, accessed at 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2012/pdfs/10296500.2012.pdf 

Water-Data Report 2012 

10296500 West Walker River Near Coleville, CA 
Walker Basin 

West Walker Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°30′48″, long 119°26′56″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.28, T.8 N., R.23 E., Mono County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 16050302, in Toiyabe National Forest, on left bank, 250 ft downstream from Rock Creek, and 5 mi southeast of Coleville. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--250 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Oct. 1902 to Jul. 1908 (published as West Fork of Walker River near Coleville, 1903, 1905-08 and as Walker River (West Fork) near 
Coleville, 1904), Mar. 1909 to Sep. 1910, Jun. 1915 to Mar. 1938, May 1957 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 880: 1917 (runoff in acre-ft). WSP 1514: 1918, 1923. WDR NV-80-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 5,520 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. See WSP 1927 for 
history of changes prior to Jul. 25, 1964. Jul. 26, 1964 to Jan. 02, 1997 (gage destroyed by flood) at several sites and datums 2,000 ft downstream 
from present location, when re-established Oct. 28, 1997, at new datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except discharges greater than 600 ft³/s, which are poor. Station is above diversions except for a few small ranch ditches. Flow 
slightly regulated by Poore Lake, capacity, 1,200 acre-ft, 17 mi upstream. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 12,500 ft³/s, Jan. 02, 1997, gage height, 10.23 ft; minimum daily, 14 ft³/s, several days Jul-
Sep. 1924 and Sep. 12, 1977. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,120 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Apr 24 0100 *927 *5.84 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10296500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated; &, affected value] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 110 83 55 53 63 56 104 609 423 96 36 33 
2 107 76 49 54 59 56 100 631 431 95 34 32 
3 107 78 57 55 54 59 104 549 405 95 33 32 
4 107 78 52 53 57 63 112 481 398 99 33 31 
5 135 75 57 53 57 65 106 429 392 99 40 30 

6 133 85 49 51 56 67 97 407 308 94 37 31 
7 133 82 58 e48 62 47 99 404 259 91 33 31 
8 140 71 61 e46 58 57 100 418 267 89 32 30 
9 143 79 54 e48 57 64 107 471 282 85 30 29 

10 147 83 51 e45 61 67 117 562 239 82 30 28 

11 247 83 54 e45 65 67 125 563 220 79 30 28 
12 234 82 53 e45 62 65 116 566 224 77 33 28 
13 194 81 53 e43 61 66 113 606 227 75 44 28 
14 177 79 51 e42 59 68 113 653 241 72 63 27 
15 162 78 57 41 58 70 112 637 239 70 84 26 

16 151 78 55 e34 56 76 118 634 221 68 71 26 
17 144 76 &49 46 56 82 138 669 211 64 76 26 
18 136 74 &51 51 60 74 169 550 205 62 113 25 
19 128 67 &57 46 57 67 201 499 197 60 80 25 
20 115 74 &49 52 58 79 311 535 169 60 66 25 

21 108 69 &51 166 58 93 460 561 157 56 58 25 
22 103 77 &42 76 59 96 604 551 153 54 55 25 
23 100 76 &42 77 60 93 739 524 141 56 52 25 
24 96 73 &43 68 59 88 786 467 129 57 47 24 
25 94 71 &46 68 60 85 749 372 119 52 45 25 

26 90 69 &51 70 49 82 753 309 113 50 43 25 
27 89 72 &49 75 57 79 543 265 108 48 41 25 
28 90 71 53 64 53 80 483 253 103 46 38 25 
29 88 69 58 66 55 79 507 273 101 44 37 25 
30 85 69 57 67 --- 84 551 317 97 43 35 25 
31 84 --- 50 65 --- 110 --- 383 --- 39 34 --- 

Total 3,977 2,278 1,614 1,813 1,686 2,284 8,737 15,148 6,779 2,157 1,483 820 
Mean 128 75.9 52.1 58.5 58.1 73.7 291 489 226 69.6 47.8 27.3 
Max 247 85 61 166 65 110 786 669 431 99 113 33 
Min 84 67 42 34 49 47 97 253 97 39 30 24 
Ac-ft 7,890 4,520 3,200 3,600 3,340 4,530 17,330 30,050 13,450 4,280 2,940 1,630 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1903 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 69.9 70.0 67.7 78.6 81.0 128 308 804 998 526 162 81.1 
Max 299 214 270 905 280 403 636 1,835 2,055 2,492 721 269 
(WY) (1905) (1974) (1965) (1997) (1963) (1986) (1910) (2006) (1983) (1907) (1995) (1907) 
Min 21.5 25.4 28.7 26.9 32.0 42.1 118 149 106 26.9 17.4 16.1 
(WY) (1978) (1930) (1960) (1930) (1929) (1933) (1975) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1903 - 2012 
Annual total  177,564    48,776    
Annual mean  486    133    281   
Highest annual mean    669 1907  
Lowest annual mean    74.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,980 Jun 23   786 Apr 24   9,000 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  42 Dec 22   24 Sep 24   14 Jul 24, 1924  
Annual seven-day minimum  46 Dec 20   25 Sep 18   14 Aug 28, 1924  
Maximum peak flow   927 Apr 24   12,500 Jan   2, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   5.84 Apr 24   10.23 Jan   2, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  352,200    96,750    203,500   
10 percent exceeds  1,480    404    834   
50 percent exceeds  163    71    95   
90 percent exceeds  70    33    37   
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