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Water-Data Report 2012 

09471550 SAN PEDRO RIVER NEAR TOMBSTONE, AZ 
San Pedro-Willcox Basin 

Upper San Pedro Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 31°45′03″, long 110°12′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ sec.28, T.19 S., R.21 E., Cochise County, AZ, Hydrologic 
Unit 15050202, in Spanish land grant of San Juan de las Boquillas y Nogales, on right bank 0.5 mi downstream from Willow Wash, 2.6 mi north of 
Fairbank, and 8 mi northwest of Tombstone. (unsurveyed). 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,740 mi², 696 mi² of which is in Mexico. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Apr. 1967 to Sept. 1986, Oct. 1996 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,780 ft above sea level, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except estimated record and for discharge above 1500 ft³/s, which are poor. Diversions above station, mostly by pumping from 
ground water. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 24,200 ft³/s Oct. 9, 1977, gage height, 11.40 ft, from rating curve extended above 4,900 ft³/s 
on basis of slope-area measurements at gage heights 8.89 ft and 11.40 ft; no flow at times during most summers. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 2700 ft³/s, July 3, 2012 at 2330, gage height, 7.29 ft; minimum daily discharge, no flow for many 
days. 

 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09471550&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 2.1 4.0 5.3 5.9 5.2 2.2 0.00 0.00 93 0.56 
2 6.4 0.00 2.4 4.0 5.4 6.0 5.4 2.1 0.00 0.00 26 0.05 
3 0.00 0.00 2.6 4.2 5.4 6.1 5.3 2.0 0.00 240 6.4 247 
4 0.00 0.00 2.5 4.4 5.4 6.1 5.3 1.9 0.00 114 4.7 63 
5 0.00 0.00 2.6 4.5 5.4 6.2 5.2 1.8 0.00 e3.4 3.3 433 

6 0.00 0.00 3.0 4.8 5.5 6.7 4.9 1.8 0.00 e0.00 2.8 423 
7 0.00 0.00 3.5 4.7 5.5 6.7 4.8 1.8 0.00 e27 2.4 232 
8 0.00 0.00 5.0 4.9 5.7 6.6 4.7 1.7 0.00 e3.9 23 406 
9 0.00 0.00 4.2 5.9 5.8 6.3 4.5 2.0 0.00 e0.00 2.5 245 

10 0.00 0.00 3.5 6.3 5.4 6.4 4.2 3.7 0.00 e0.00 2.5 228 

11 0.00 0.00 3.2 4.9 5.4 6.5 4.2 3.6 0.00 0.00 1.2 471 
12 0.00 0.00 3.2 5.3 5.4 6.7 4.2 2.3 0.00 0.00 e0.11 285 
13 0.00 0.00 4.3 5.3 5.4 6.8 4.3 1.8 0.00 0.00 e0.00 226 
14 0.00 0.00 6.5 5.6 5.6 6.8 4.3 1.5 0.00 0.03 e0.00 112 
15 0.00 0.00 4.6 5.3 5.7 6.6 4.5 1.2 0.00 48 49 70 

16 0.00 0.00 3.9 5.3 5.7 6.3 4.4 0.62 0.00 230 37 54 
17 0.00 0.00 3.4 5.3 6.1 6.2 4.3 e0.02 0.00 407 25 30 
18 0.00 0.00 3.5 5.3 6.1 6.1 4.0 0.00 0.00 158 8.2 18 
19 0.00 0.00 3.5 5.3 6.1 6.1 3.9 0.00 0.00 30 11 12 
20 0.00 0.00 3.3 5.3 5.7 6.2 3.6 0.00 0.00 270 30 8.7 

21 0.00 0.00 3.3 5.3 5.7 6.3 3.4 0.00 0.00 37 4.6 6.3 
22 0.00 0.00 3.5 5.3 5.8 6.3 3.2 0.00 0.00 9.6 6.9 4.0 
23 0.00 0.00 4.2 5.4 5.9 5.9 3.0 0.00 0.00 8.0 215 2.7 
24 0.00 0.02 6.6 5.5 5.9 5.9 2.9 0.00 0.00 7.2 15 2.3 
25 0.00 0.69 7.0 5.4 6.0 5.9 2.8 0.00 0.00 53 4.8 1.9 

26 0.00 1.3 5.9 5.4 6.1 5.9 2.7 0.00 0.00 34 3.5 1.4 
27 0.00 1.3 6.2 5.6 6.1 5.8 2.7 0.00 0.00 7.1 6.3 1.1 
28 0.00 1.6 e6.1 5.5 6.1 5.8 2.6 0.00 0.00 51 7.8 1.5 
29 0.00 1.7 e6.0 5.5 6.1 5.8 2.4 0.00 0.00 191 3.1 1.9 
30 0.00 1.8 e4.5 5.5 --- 5.5 2.3 0.00 0.00 214 1.7 1.0 
31 0.00 --- 4.1 5.4 --- 5.4 --- 0.00 --- 329 1.1 --- 

Total 6.40 8.41 128.2 160.4 165.7 191.8 119.2 32.04 0.00 2,472.23 597.91 3,588.41 
Mean 0.21 0.28 4.14 5.17 5.71 6.19 3.97 1.03 0.00 79.7 19.3 120 
Max 6.4 1.8 7.0 6.3 6.1 6.8 5.4 3.7 0.00 407 215 471 
Min 0.00 0.00 2.1 4.0 5.3 5.4 2.3 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 
Ac-ft 13 17 254 318 329 380 236 64 0.00 4,900 1,190 7,120 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1967 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 72.8 14.7 38.5 35.5 29.5 25.2 11.3 5.05 3.37 88.8 153 51.2 
Max 998 185 375 450 214 179 43.7 20.8 45.2 369 820 198 
(WY) (1978) (2001) (1979) (1979) (1983) (1983) (1985) (1985) (2000) (1974) (1984) (2006) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.13 2.35 4.80 6.17 3.83 0.02 0.00 0.00 3.38 0.09 
(WY) (1974) (1999) (2010) (1999) (1999) (1999) (2011) (2006) (1974) (1997) (2009) (1973) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1967 - 2012 
Annual total  2,765.89    7,470.70    
Annual mean  7.58    20.4    44.5   
Highest annual mean    157 1984  
Lowest annual mean    7.68 2011  
Highest daily mean  155 Aug   1   471 Sep 11   17,100 Oct   9, 1977  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 May 14   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Jun 22, 1967  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 May 14   0.00 Oct   3   0.00 Jun 22, 1967  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  5,490    14,820    32,220   
10 percent exceeds  11    26    61   
50 percent exceeds  3.2    3.9    9.0   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
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