
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2013, Water-resources data for the United States, Water 
Year 2012: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2012, site 09427500, accessed at 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2012/pdfs/09427500.2012.pdf 

Water-Data Report 2012 

09427500 LAKE HAVASU NEAR PARKER DAM, AZ-CA 
Lower Colorado Basin 

Havasu-Mohave Lake Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°18′58″, long 114°09′23″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ SW ¼ sec.28, T.3 N., R.27 E., San 
Bernardino County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 15030101, San Bernardino meridian, at intake pumping plant for Colorado River aqueduct of 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 1.8 mi upstream from Parker Dam on Colorado River, and 149 mi downstream from 
Hoover Dam. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--182,700 mi², of which 4,000 mi² probably is noncontributing, Great Divide basin in southern Wyoming is noncontributing. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1938 to current year.  Published as "Parker Reservoir near Parker Dam" 1938. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WRD Ariz. 1975:  1974 (elevation). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder.  Datum of gage is sea level. 

REMARKS.--Lake Havasu is formed by Parker Dam; this concrete-arch dam was completed and storage began July 1, 1938. Usable capacity, 
based on April 1957 re-survey by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation between elevations 430.54 ft and 450.54 ft, 619,400 acre-ft between 
elevations 400.54 ft (sill of regulating gates) and 450.54 ft (top of regulating gates). Prior to October 1, 1956, different capacity table used. 
Dead storage, 28,600 acre-ft below elevation 400.54 ft, based on original survey. About 0.07 ft fall indicated between gage and Parker 
Dam under normal operating conditions. Drawdown below elevation 440.54 ft not legally permissible except by consent of the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California or in an emergency affecting the safety of the dam. Lake is used for flood control, power 
development, regulation of river for irrigation demand, and as a basin from which water is pumped by Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California and the Central Arizona Project. Figures given herein represent usable contents. For record of diversion to Colorado 
River aqueduct or CAP canal, see record for Colorado River aqueduct near Parker Dam or CAP Canal at Havasu Pumping Plant, contained 
elsewhere in this report. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum storage, 693,000 acre-ft, by temporary use of flashboards, April 18, 1943, June 4, 1953; 
maximum elevation, 451.23 ft. May 27, 1988, affected by wind; minimum storage, 71,400 acre-ft June 25, 1942, elevation, 412.09 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 611,200 acre-ft, Sept. 14, gage height, 50.13 ft; minimum contents, 527,000 acre-ft, Jan. 
5, 6, gage height, 45.67 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily elevation, 450.62 ft, July 15; minimum daily elevation, 446.22 ft, Jan. 5.  

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09427500&agency_cd=USGS
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated; ×106, million] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 588,200 584,800 566,900 539,800 557,500 565,600 567,900 602,600 595,600 588,700 605,000 585,100 
2 586,500 585,500 567,700 e536,800 563,700 563,200 565,000 596,600 595,200 588,700 607,400 586,100 
3 583,400 587,800 567,300 e533,700 565,200 561,300 562,800 603,600 595,200 589,300 607,000 586,300 
4 583,200 587,600 565,200 529,400 568,600 563,500 560,500 600,200 592,500 588,900 607,800 586,600 
5 582,500 584,800 564,700 527,200 571,600 563,900 569,000 598,800 590,700 592,700 601,800 589,500 

6 585,900 583,800 560,900 530,300 573,000 566,400 566,200 597,000 588,700 588,600 596,800 596,000 
7 584,000 583,800 557,500 536,000 575,400 565,400 569,200 595,800 589,900 584,800 589,100 593,100 
8 581,900 587,600 561,900 534,800 580,400 563,200 571,300 595,600 588,900 584,000 582,100 593,100 
9 578,700 588,400 560,500 538,600 586,800 560,000 575,400 592,100 586,600 584,000 582,500 591,300 

10 576,200 591,100 560,200 539,300 587,800 559,000 574,700 594,800 584,900 584,600 582,100 593,900 

11 572,400 589,700 560,700 542,500 589,900 558,800 577,300 593,900 583,400 586,600 587,000 598,400 
12 568,600 590,700 561,500 546,100 591,300 560,300 585,700 591,500 582,500 591,500 587,600 604,000 
13 569,600 591,300 567,700 549,500 592,500 557,500 588,000 589,100 583,400 595,400 586,800 609,400 
14 566,700 592,300 571,100 548,300 591,500 556,000 589,700 587,000 589,100 603,600 585,500 606,000 
15 565,200 592,700 575,600 550,800 592,100 557,900 588,000 587,200 586,600 610,200 584,200 601,800 

16 563,400 593,500 575,100 551,500 599,800 559,800 590,300 588,400 583,400 610,000 586,500 594,400 
17 562,600 595,000 570,100 552,800 598,000 562,000 591,100 589,700 581,700 604,400 587,600 587,800 
18 560,900 591,300 570,300 553,800 597,400 564,300 587,600 588,400 583,600 604,600 586,100 583,200 
19 561,900 591,100 572,000 555,500 597,200 567,900 598,200 588,900 583,000 604,000 583,400 583,400 
20 567,300 590,100 572,800 555,800 596,200 567,900 598,000 588,700 581,100 603,000 585,300 585,700 

21 568,200 591,500 573,200 555,300 591,700 571,300 599,800 588,900 584,900 599,200 584,000 583,600 
22 568,600 586,800 574,300 551,700 589,300 577,200 600,600 587,200 585,700 598,000 589,100 579,600 
23 570,300 584,400 568,200 548,300 591,900 580,000 599,000 585,300 586,800 593,900 598,000 572,400 
24 574,100 582,300 564,700 550,300 585,700 580,400 597,200 584,900 585,100 590,100 596,800 564,300 
25 576,200 579,400 561,900 550,600 581,100 578,100 591,700 587,800 586,100 589,700 594,800 560,000 

26 581,700 580,200 558,300 555,100 577,000 577,700 598,800 590,100 584,600 592,300 596,400 555,300 
27 584,200 582,300 553,800 557,000 573,500 574,300 597,600 590,300 581,500 590,300 597,200 558,500 
28 583,000 578,300 547,600 555,800 570,300 572,200 600,400 590,100 584,400 591,900 594,300 558,500 
29 581,300 570,300 544,700 555,300 564,900 571,100 602,200 591,700 584,000 590,900 590,100 558,700 
30 580,600 569,000 541,800 555,800 --- 569,000 604,400 591,500 586,600 596,600 590,500 562,600 
31 581,900 --- 539,500 555,800 --- 568,200 --- 594,800 --- 600,000 589,500 --- 

Total 17.83×106 17.58×106 17.45×106 16.94×106 16.90×106 17.56×106 17.56×106 18.35×106 17.59×106 18.42×106 18.34×106 17.50×106 
Mean 575,500 586,200 563,200 546,600 582,800 566,600 585,600 592,000 586,500 594,200 591,700 583,600 
Max 588,200 595,000 575,600 557,000 599,800 580,400 604,400 603,600 595,600 610,200 607,800 609,400 
Min 560,900 569,000 539,500 527,200 557,500 556,000 560,500 584,900 581,100 584,000 582,100 555,300 

Change in content (acre-feet)             
 -5,700 -12,900 -29,500 16,300 9,100 3,300 36,200 -9,600 -8,200 13,400 -10,500 -26,900 

 
 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 

Total 211,956,900 212,079,700 
Mean 580,700 579,500 
Max 601,400 610,200 
Min 539,500 527,200 
Change of content (acre-feet)   
 25,000 -25,000 
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ELEVATION ABOVE NGVD 1929, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 449.51 449.33 448.39 446.92 447.89 448.32 448.44 450.24 449.89 449.54 450.36 449.35 
2 449.42 449.37 448.43 e446.75 448.22 448.19 448.29 449.94 449.87 449.54 450.48 449.40 
3 449.26 449.49 448.41 e446.58 448.30 448.09 448.17 450.29 449.87 449.57 450.46 449.41 
4 449.25 449.48 448.30 446.34 448.48 448.21 448.05 450.12 449.73 449.55 450.50 449.43 
5 449.21 449.33 448.27 446.22 448.64 448.23 448.50 450.05 449.64 449.74 450.20 449.58 

6 449.39 449.28 448.07 446.39 448.71 448.36 448.35 449.96 449.54 449.53 449.95 449.91 
7 449.29 449.28 447.89 446.71 448.84 448.31 448.51 449.90 449.60 449.33 449.56 449.76 
8 449.18 449.48 448.12 446.64 449.10 448.19 448.62 449.89 449.55 449.29 449.19 449.76 
9 449.01 449.52 448.05 446.85 449.44 448.02 448.84 449.71 449.43 449.29 449.21 449.67 

10 448.88 449.66 448.03 446.89 449.49 447.97 448.80 449.85 449.34 449.32 449.19 449.80 

11 448.68 449.59 448.06 447.07 449.60 447.96 448.94 449.80 449.26 449.43 449.45 450.03 
12 448.48 449.64 448.10 447.27 449.67 448.04 449.38 449.68 449.21 449.68 449.48 450.31 
13 448.53 449.67 448.43 447.46 449.73 447.89 449.50 449.56 449.26 449.88 449.44 450.58 
14 448.38 449.72 448.61 447.39 449.68 447.81 449.59 449.45 449.56 450.29 449.37 450.41 
15 448.30 449.74 448.85 447.53 449.71 447.91 449.50 449.46 449.43 450.62 449.30 450.20 

16 448.20 449.78 448.82 447.57 450.10 448.01 449.62 449.52 449.26 450.61 449.42 449.83 
17 448.16 449.86 448.56 447.64 450.01 448.13 449.66 449.59 449.17 450.33 449.48 449.49 
18 448.07 449.67 448.57 447.69 449.98 448.25 449.48 449.52 449.27 450.34 449.40 449.25 
19 448.12 449.66 448.66 447.78 449.97 448.44 450.02 449.55 449.24 450.31 449.26 449.26 
20 448.41 449.61 448.70 447.80 449.92 448.44 450.01 449.54 449.14 450.26 449.36 449.38 

21 448.46 449.68 448.72 447.77 449.69 448.62 450.10 449.55 449.34 450.07 449.29 449.27 
22 448.48 449.44 448.78 447.58 449.57 448.93 450.14 449.46 449.38 450.01 449.56 449.06 
23 448.57 449.31 448.46 447.39 449.70 449.08 450.06 449.36 449.44 449.80 450.01 448.68 
24 448.77 449.20 448.27 447.50 449.38 449.10 449.97 449.34 449.35 449.61 449.95 448.25 
25 448.88 449.05 448.12 447.52 449.14 448.98 449.69 449.49 449.40 449.59 449.85 448.02 

26 449.17 449.09 447.93 447.76 448.92 448.96 450.05 449.61 449.32 449.72 449.93 447.77 
27 449.30 449.20 447.69 447.86 448.74 448.78 449.99 449.62 449.16 449.62 449.97 447.94 
28 449.24 448.99 447.35 447.80 448.57 448.67 450.13 449.61 449.31 449.70 449.82 447.94 
29 449.15 448.57 447.19 447.77 448.28 448.61 450.22 449.69 449.29 449.65 449.61 447.95 
30 449.11 448.50 447.03 447.80 --- 448.50 450.33 449.68 449.43 449.94 449.63 448.16 
31 449.18 --- 446.90 447.80 --- 448.46 --- 449.85 --- 450.11 449.58 --- 

Max 449.51 449.86 448.85 447.86 450.10 449.10 450.33 450.29 449.89 450.62 450.50 450.58 
Min 448.07 448.50 446.90 446.22 447.89 447.81 448.05 449.34 449.14 449.29 449.19 447.77 
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