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Water-Data Report 2012 

09361500 ANIMAS RIVER AT DURANGO, CO 
Upper San Juan Basin 

Animas Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°16′45″, long 107°52′47″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SW ¼ sec.20, T.35 N., R.9 W., La Plata County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14080104, on left bank at abandoned power plant at Durango, 0.8 mi upstream from Lightner Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--701 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July to December 1895, April 1896 to December 1898, April 1899 to December 1900, March to August 1901 (gage heights and 
discharge measurements only), April to November 1902, March to April 1903 (gage heights only, erroneously stated as discredited in WSP 1563), May 
to October 1903, July 1904 to December 1905, January to December 1910 (gage heights only), January to September 1911, January 1912 to current 
year. Monthly or yearly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 929: 1927(M). WSP 1243: 1911, 1918(M). WSP 1563: 1911-25 (monthly figures only). WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of gage is 6,501.57 ft above NGVD of 1929. See WSP 1713 or 1733 for history of changes 
prior to Mar. 2, 1921. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 4,000 acres upstream from station. 
Natural regulation by many lakes and regulation for power upstream from station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum stage since at least 1885, that of Oct. 5, 1911. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09361500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 217 303 226 177 167 172 1,420 1,320 1,380 361 263 197 
2 213 305 227 171 166 175 1,450 1,320 1,500 344 292 194 
3 206 296 228 178 168 163 1,160 1,460 1,170 321 314 201 
4 228 284 225 177 162 163 944 1,750 1,120 313 324 193 
5 289 303 222 175 160 180 917 2,050 1,130 319 299 187 

6 369 306 e208 177 163 187 945 2,120 1,190 345 322 180 
7 433 301 e196 178 159 198 940 1,980 1,140 379 344 170 
8 382 293 197 176 139 197 974 1,610 1,070 387 336 165 
9 358 282 197 167 159 195 1,040 1,380 1,040 389 308 163 

10 336 271 187 166 161 198 1,220 1,360 964 372 301 165 

11 325 274 186 176 156 212 1,410 1,540 872 346 302 165 
12 336 279 186 e163 164 226 1,460 1,450 771 330 279 167 
13 339 278 203 e149 169 240 1,230 1,340 725 310 264 180 
14 348 279 227 e149 166 258 1,030 1,170 699 306 255 181 
15 363 272 205 155 159 282 897 1,210 657 309 253 177 

16 370 270 182 172 155 320 802 1,430 625 318 238 173 
17 374 262 179 170 160 386 720 1,580 588 326 233 169 
18 370 255 185 159 154 411 669 1,640 563 316 223 163 
19 341 251 202 173 158 385 669 1,460 565 313 217 159 
20 327 249 210 172 160 335 703 1,450 539 290 211 160 

21 315 250 199 169 162 318 807 1,580 515 293 210 154 
22 311 249 180 169 164 319 1,040 1,770 492 307 204 154 
23 304 244 180 163 163 379 1,300 1,940 464 308 202 146 
24 295 239 e163 171 159 509 1,590 1,840 435 302 218 151 
25 288 242 168 170 150 659 1,930 1,630 414 316 233 154 

26 326 241 179 162 163 712 1,890 1,570 396 304 221 164 
27 339 232 182 170 165 758 1,960 1,370 384 296 207 175 
28 330 233 180 161 181 834 1,690 1,170 386 293 202 176 
29 309 235 182 148 170 923 1,420 1,170 397 307 204 175 
30 312 230 190 169 --- 1,050 1,290 1,280 383 292 205 177 
31 308 --- 187 170 --- 1,180 --- 1,290 --- 282 198 --- 

Total 9,961 8,008 6,068 5,202 4,682 12,524 35,517 47,230 22,574 9,994 7,882 5,135 
Mean 321 267 196 168 161 404 1,184 1,524 752 322 254 171 
Max 433 306 228 178 181 1,180 1,960 2,120 1,500 389 344 201 
Min 206 230 163 148 139 163 669 1,170 383 282 198 146 
Ac-ft 19,760 15,880 12,040 10,320 9,290 24,840 70,450 93,680 44,780 19,820 15,630 10,190 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1898 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 418 286 223 203 206 304 847 2,301 2,776 1,160 576 456 
Max 1,866 814 412 326 374 844 1,818 4,791 5,846 3,057 1,806 1,709 
(WY) (1942) (1942) (1942) (1973) (2005) (1916) (1985) (1920) (1917) (1995) (1999) (1970) 
Min 162 158 129 103 110 133 246 474 357 154 134 161 
(WY) (1957) (1935) (1990) (1933) (1933) (1990) (1977) (1977) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1898 - 2012 
Annual total  281,439    174,777    
Annual mean  771    478    812   
Highest annual mean    1,366 1917  
Lowest annual mean    238 2002  
Highest daily mean  5,120 Jun   7   2,120 May   6   10,700 Jun 19, 1949  
Lowest daily mean  140 Jan 12   139 Feb   8   94 Mar   2, 1913  
Annual seven-day minimum  161 Feb   6   154 Sep 19   100 Dec 19, 1917  
Maximum peak flow   2,290 May   6   a25,000 Oct   5, 1911  
Maximum peak stage   4.40 May   6   11.00 Oct   5, 1911  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  558,200    346,700    588,500   
10 percent exceeds  2,230    1,320    2,190   
50 percent exceeds  301    282    341   
90 percent exceeds  176    163    178   
a Present site and datum, from rating extended above 13,000 ft³/s. 
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