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Water-Data Report 2012 

09358000 ANIMAS RIVER AT SILVERTON, CO 
Upper San Juan Basin 

Animas Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°48′40″, long 107°39′31″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NW ¼ sec.17, T.41 N., R.7 W., San Juan County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14080104, on right bank at southeast end of 14th Street, 800 ft upstream from Cement Creek, in the city of Silverton. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--70.6 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June to October 1903 (staff gage), monthly discharge only, published in WSP 1313. October 1991 to September 1993, October 1994 
to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CO 92-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 9,290 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. No diversions upstream for irrigation in Animas River drainage. Natural 
regulation by many lakes upstream from station. Mineral Point Ditch exports 100 to 400 acre-ft of water per year from headwaters of Animas River to 
Uncompahgre River drainage. City of Silverton diverts some water from Boulder Creek (tributary) for municipal use. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum stage since at least 1884, was probably that of Oct. 5, 1911. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09358000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 45 38 e26 e25 e25 e25 146 178 359 74 56 33 
2 43 39 25 e25 e25 e25 135 196 333 70 59 36 
3 43 37 25 e25 e25 e24 107 240 278 67 58 35 
4 49 37 e25 e25 e25 e23 100 300 286 66 53 33 
5 51 e38 e25 e25 e25 e23 110 350 287 68 51 33 

6 58 e37 e25 e25 e25 22 115 345 296 85 53 32 
7 53 37 e25 e25 e25 22 107 294 283 81 57 32 
8 56 e38 e25 e25 e25 22 117 225 271 80 52 31 
9 51 e35 e25 e25 e25 23 132 209 258 76 51 31 

10 49 e32 e25 e25 e25 23 167 252 235 69 51 30 

11 51 e30 e25 e25 e25 24 188 279 207 64 47 31 
12 50 31 e25 e25 e25 25 177 250 185 60 45 35 
13 49 31 e25 e25 27 26 143 239 178 58 45 33 
14 51 e31 e25 e25 26 28 123 215 176 57 47 32 
15 51 e31 e25 e25 e25 30 105 268 167 59 42 31 

16 52 30 e25 e25 e25 33 91 320 159 55 40 30 
17 53 e29 e25 e25 e25 35 81 335 145 53 38 30 
18 50 e29 e25 e25 e25 33 77 334 147 54 37 29 
19 47 29 e25 e25 e25 32 80 301 141 51 36 29 
20 46 28 e25 e25 e25 29 79 328 134 50 37 28 

21 43 28 e25 e25 e25 29 87 375 127 57 36 28 
22 42 28 e25 e25 e25 34 112 420 121 64 36 27 
23 41 e28 e25 e25 26 44 153 416 117 60 38 27 
24 40 e26 e25 e25 e25 52 205 353 110 57 39 29 
25 43 28 e25 e25 e25 55 246 320 104 54 36 34 

26 44 27 e25 e25 e25 57 251 320 100 53 35 32 
27 43 e28 e25 e25 e25 59 234 255 98 55 35 31 
28 40 e27 e25 e25 e25 80 192 225 96 65 35 30 
29 39 26 e25 e25 e25 91 174 252 89 66 34 29 
30 39 e26 e25 e25 --- 105 169 285 80 60 34 28 
31 38 --- e25 e25 --- 128 --- 315 --- 56 34 --- 

Total 1,450 939 776 775 729 1,261 4,203 8,994 5,567 1,944 1,347 929 
Mean 46.8 31.3 25.0 25.0 25.1 40.7 140 290 186 62.7 43.5 31.0 
Max 58 39 26 25 27 128 251 420 359 85 59 36 
Min 38 26 25 25 25 22 77 178 80 50 34 27 
Ac-ft 2,880 1,860 1,540 1,540 1,450 2,500 8,340 17,840 11,040 3,860 2,670 1,840 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1992 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 66.6 36.3 28.0 25.9 24.1 32.3 75.5 334 492 226 100 71.2 
Max 190 64.9 41.4 33.8 36.1 52.3 140 625 794 734 253 131 
(WY) (2007) (1998) (1998) (1995) (1995) (2007) (2012) (2009) (1997) (1995) (1995) (1999) 
Min 30.4 21.2 17.3 13.8 15.7 18.6 39.6 147 128 30.5 28.0 31.0 
(WY) (2002) (2002) (2004) (1992) (1992) (1992) (1993) (1995) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2012) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2012 

 09358000 ANIMAS RIVER AT SILVERTON, CO—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1992 - 2012 
Annual total  48,861    28,914    
Annual mean  134    79.0    126   
Highest annual mean    194 1995  
Lowest annual mean    52.7 2002  
Highest daily mean  913 Jun 16   420 May 22   1,180 Jun   4, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  17 Mar   1   22 Mar   6   9.7 Oct 30, 1999  
Annual seven-day minimum  18 Feb 28   23 Mar   4   13 Jan   9, 2004  
Maximum peak flow   522 May 22   1,470 Jun   4, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   a2.50 May 22   b,c3.99 Jun   4, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  96,920    57,350    91,510   
10 percent exceeds  482    236    365   
50 percent exceeds  45    38    47   
90 percent exceeds  22    25    21   
a Maximum gage height, 2.72 ft, Jan 9, backwater from ice. 
b Maximum gage height during period Jun to Oct 1903, 4.90 ft, Jun 17, 1903, site and datum then in use. 
c Maximum gage height since 1992, 4.33 ft, Jun 18, 2008, due to channel change, present site and datum. 
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