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Water-Data Report 2012
09172500 SAN MIGUEL RIVER NEAR PLACERVILLE, CO

Upper Colorado-Dolores Basin
San Miguel Subbasin

LOCATION.--Lat 38°02'33", long 108°08'00" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW Y4 NE 1 sec.25, T.44 N., R.12 W., San Miguel County,
CO, Hydrologic Unit 14030003, on right bank 1.5 mi downstream from Specie Creek, in vicinity of mile marker 88.68 on State Highway 145, and 4.5 mi
northwest of Placerville.

DRAINAGE AREA.--309 miz.

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January to December 1909, September 1910 to November 1912 (published as "at Placerville"), April 1930 to September 1934, April
1942 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. Statistical summary computed for 1911 to current year.

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2011: Drainage area.

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 7,030 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. See
WSP 1713 or 1733 for history of changes prior to Oct. 21, 1958. Oct. 22, 1958 to Mar. 4, 1986, gage located 0.8 mi upstream from present site, at
different datum. Mar. 5, 1986, gage moved to present site, at present datum.

REMARKS.--Records poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 1,700 acres upstream from station. One diversion from Fall Creek for irrigation of about 2,000
acres in Beaver and Saltado Creek Basins. One small ditch diverts water from Leopard Creek to Uncompahgre River Basin. Slight regulation by Lake
Hope and Trout Lake operated by the City of Telluride, Public Service Company of Colorado, Pacific Light and Power Company, and Tri State Power
Company, combined capacity, 5,040 acre-feet.

U.S. Depanmem of the Interior Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2013, Water-resources data for the United States, Water
f Year 2012: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2012, site 09172500, accessed at
USS. Geological Survey http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2012/pdfs/09172500.2012.pdf
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012

DAILY MEAN VALUES
[e, estimated]

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

1 111 91 e85 e7l e79 e79 296 243 457 134 151 114

2 108 94 85 e7l e80 er7 271 246 483 129 141 114

3 107 88 79 e7l e78 e81 219 288 418 115 138 111

4 114 91 78 e7l er7 e85 209 346 420 112 121 108

5 132 98 79 e70 e76 €86 217 406 407 115 109 102

6 173 90 73 e70 e76 87 220 423 423 126 123 97

7 147 88 e67 er2 e76 87 206 373 392 126 142 95

8 133 89 e52 e73 e76 83 209 295 374 154 115 92

9 121 97 e47 e59 e78 84 221 261 358 174 114 91

10 114 84 ed4 e56 e79 86 213 298 325 137 136 90

11 111 84 e46 e6l e79 89 228 341 282 122 127 92

12 107 84 e50 e67 e79 91 249 318 265 111 115 111

13 102 82 e57 e7l e78 94 244 331 254 108 115 106

14 106 81 e61 er2 e77 89 224 286 242 118 117 94

15 110 81 e61 er2 er7 91 211 325 223 131 113 90

16 110 80 e6l e73 e78 105 203 379 213 128 111 87

17 111 82 e68 e73 e78 120 196 388 200 121 107 86

18 116 85 e69 e73 e78 115 192 417 204 108 99 84

19 113 79 e67 e73 e77 92 184 367 198 101 93 73

20 111 78 e65 e74 78 86 182 390 193 113 91 63

21 101 78 e62 e75 78 85 185 448 182 132 93 63

22 99 78 e65 er7 76 88 209 489 176 138 91 66

23 97 76 e68 e’5 e78 106 238 532 174 140 109 65

24 96 7 e70 er7 e76 146 261 494 166 141 134 68

25 98 76 e70 er7 e78 203 319 432 160 141 113 91

26 111 74 e70 e76 e79 249 319 430 155 126 108 90

27 103 e58 e70 e76 e78 232 357 379 144 122 107 89

28 98 €69 e70 e76 80 248 289 330 148 162 122 83

29 94 e73 e70 e76 e8l 253 250 362 147 157 130 81

30 93 e78 e70 er7 --- 255 238 407 142 145 117 80

31 92 e70 e79 281 424 142 119

Total 3,439 2,463 2,049 2,234 2,258 3,953 7,059 11,448 7,925 4,029 3,621 2,676
Mean 111 82.1 66.1 72.1 77.9 128 235 369 264 130 117 89.2

Max 173 98 85 79 81 281 357 532 483 174 151 114

Min 92 58 44 56 76 7 182 243 142 101 91 63

Ac-ft 6,820 4,890 4,060 4,430 4,480 7,840 14,000 22,710 15,720 7,990 7,180 5,310

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1911 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Mean 115 84.4 68.4 62.8 63.2 80.3 236 569 774 428 210 140

Max 399 138 104 101 94.2 187 593 1,515 1,528 1,197 527 391
(WY) (1912)  (1985)  (1987)  (1998)  (1987)  (2007)  (1942)  (1958)  (1983)  (1983)  (1999)  (1999)
Min 50.9 51.4 40.8 38.3 37.1 46.4 79.6 136 150 63.8 56.7 63.8
(Wy) (1957)  (1990)  (1977)  (1977)  (1990)  (1980)  (1951)  (1977) (2002)  (2002)  (2002)  (1956)
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SUMMARY STATISTICS
Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1911 - 2012

Annual total 89,839 53,154

Annual mean 246 145 235

Highest annual mean 414 1983
Lowest annual mean 88.8 1977
Highest daily mean 1,430 Jun 7 532 May 23 2,740 Jun 21, 1983
Lowest daily mean 44 Dec 10 44 Dec 10 26 Jan 5, 1960
Annual seven-day minimum 51 Dec 8 51 Dec 8 31 Dec 25, 1976
Maximum peak flow 594 May 23 43,830 Jun 24, 1983
Maximum peak stage b3.40 May 23 €6.20  Jun 24,1983
Annual runoff (ac-ft) 178,200 105,400 170,500

10 percent exceeds 816 318 629

50 percent exceeds 107 106 105

90 percent exceeds 61 70 56

a Maximum discharge for period of record, 10,000 ft3/s, Sep 5, 1909, gage height not determined; result of failure of Trout and Middle
Reservoir Dams.

b Maximum gage height, 4.46 ft, Dec 29, backwater from ice.

€ Maximum gage height for statistical period of record, 8.58 ft, May 24, 1984, site and datum then in use.
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