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Water-Data Report 2012 

09070500 COLORADO RIVER NEAR DOTSERO, CO 
Colorado Headwaters Basin 

Colorado Headwaters Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°38'40.60", long 107°04'40.85" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ SE ¼ sec.6, T.5 S., R.86 W., Eagle County, CO, 
Hydrologic Unit 14010001, on right bank about 100 ft south of Interstate Highway 70, 1.5 mi west of Dotsero, and 1.5 mi downstream from Eagle 
River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--4,390 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1940 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2011: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and two crest-stage gages. Elevation of gage is 6,130 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic 
map. Prior to Oct. 5, 2007, gage located on left bank 80 ft upstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Natural flow of stream affected by transmountain diversions, storage 
reservoirs, power development, diversions for irrigation of about 68,000 acres upstream from station, and return flow from irrigated areas. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09070500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,790 1,420 1,040 e1,010 959 861 1,520 1,410 1,560 1,300 1,450 1,280 
2 1,800 1,360 946 e1,010 910 836 1,640 1,340 1,660 1,260 1,400 1,310 
3 1,800 1,230 970 e1,010 894 828 1,570 1,360 1,590 1,230 1,500 1,300 
4 1,790 1,190 917 e1,010 e800 913 1,410 1,480 1,600 1,280 1,470 1,300 
5 1,810 1,240 843 e1,010 e786 869 1,210 1,730 1,590 1,310 1,410 1,270 

6 1,880 1,230 e761 e1,020 e792 904 1,150 1,860 1,530 1,360 1,400 1,180 
7 1,920 1,200 e761 e988 e792 947 1,080 1,720 1,450 1,530 e1,470 1,110 
8 1,880 1,200 e821 e927 e792 959 1,050 1,590 1,410 1,710 e1,520 1,110 
9 1,870 1,160 e943 e828 e815 947 1,050 1,500 1,360 1,600 1,500 1,120 

10 1,860 1,150 e1,070 e829 e833 954 1,090 1,530 1,280 1,340 1,450 1,100 

11 1,850 1,130 e1,030 e870 e851 1,010 1,170 1,580 1,150 1,300 1,370 1,100 
12 1,880 1,170 e997 e709 e857 1,040 1,250 1,570 1,030 1,280 1,360 1,170 
13 1,820 1,250 e1,080 e703 e869 1,090 1,240 1,500 1,030 1,300 1,380 1,190 
14 1,690 1,260 e1,120 e759 882 1,150 1,150 1,430 1,120 1,300 1,490 1,130 
15 1,620 1,230 1,070 e857 877 1,200 1,080 1,390 1,270 1,330 1,420 1,090 

16 1,620 1,190 e1,020 e960 886 1,240 1,040 1,490 1,300 1,410 1,330 1,050 
17 1,620 1,130 e953 e862 837 1,280 995 1,500 1,310 1,590 1,290 1,040 
18 1,700 1,090 e941 e825 854 1,330 946 1,540 1,360 1,600 1,330 1,040 
19 1,670 1,090 e953 e945 854 1,320 968 1,560 1,340 1,500 1,300 1,030 
20 1,650 1,100 e992 e989 e883 1,220 997 1,530 1,250 1,490 1,260 1,040 

21 1,640 1,080 e979 e973 835 1,170 939 1,460 1,170 1,430 1,270 1,020 
22 1,640 1,060 e1,060 e966 880 1,140 966 1,590 1,120 1,460 1,250 1,020 
23 1,620 1,040 e1,010 e884 862 1,130 1,080 1,850 1,240 1,470 1,310 1,020 
24 1,640 1,020 e929 e923 e792 1,220 1,270 1,850 1,330 1,680 1,350 1,020 
25 1,630 1,040 e951 e875 e858 1,320 1,460 1,730 1,340 1,790 1,410 1,030 

26 1,830 1,030 e974 e887 e846 1,380 1,570 1,620 1,340 1,700 1,390 1,070 
27 1,850 892 e1,020 981 e806 1,400 1,870 1,730 1,310 1,540 1,350 1,090 
28 1,770 930 e1,080 e855 914 1,400 1,870 1,600 1,280 1,510 1,320 1,060 
29 1,690 1,010 e1,210 e902 886 1,390 1,640 1,480 1,280 1,510 1,280 1,060 
30 1,590 992 e1,240 e988 --- 1,390 1,480 1,500 1,310 1,500 1,270 1,070 
31 1,490 --- e1,190 998 --- 1,440 --- 1,530 --- 1,500 1,260 --- 

Total 53,910 34,114 30,871 28,353 24,702 35,278 37,751 48,550 39,910 45,110 42,560 33,420 
Mean 1,739 1,137 996 915 852 1,138 1,258 1,566 1,330 1,455 1,373 1,114 
Max 1,920 1,420 1,240 1,020 959 1,440 1,870 1,860 1,660 1,790 1,520 1,310 
Min 1,490 892 761 703 786 828 939 1,340 1,030 1,230 1,250 1,020 
Ac-ft 106,900 67,670 61,230 56,240 49,000 69,970 74,880 96,300 79,160 89,480 84,420 66,290 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1941 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,233 1,067 936 892 900 1,031 1,824 4,719 6,221 3,114 1,705 1,327 
Max 2,038 1,664 1,503 1,473 1,603 1,961 5,601 10,770 15,380 10,760 4,055 2,616 
(WY) (1963) (1963) (1985) (1985) (1962) (1962) (1962) (1984) (2011) (2011) (1984) (1984) 
Min 707 677 521 504 529 610 967 1,254 1,220 1,021 912 661 
(WY) (2003) (1978) (1943) (1941) (1943) (1964) (2004) (2002) (2002) (1963) (2002) (2002) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1941 - 2012 
Annual total  1,462,639    454,529    
Annual mean  4,007    1,242    2,083   
Highest annual mean    4,173 1984  
Lowest annual mean    898 2002  
Highest daily mean  17,500 Jun   7   1,920 Oct   7   20,800 May 25, 1984  
Lowest daily mean  509 Jan   2   703 Jan 13   a350 Jan   5, 1944  
Annual seven-day minimum  693 Jan 30   794 Jan   9   417 Jan 13, 1944  
Maximum peak flow   5,020 Jul 24   22,200 May 25, 1984  
Maximum peak stage   5.83 Jul 24   14.20 May 25, 1984  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  2,901,000    901,600    1,509,000   
10 percent exceeds  13,700    1,640    4,740   
50 percent exceeds  1,800    1,230    1,260   
90 percent exceeds  821    870    754   
a Also occurred Jan 1, 1995. 

 

 

 

O N D 
2011 

J F M A M J J A S 
2012 

100 

200 

500 

1,000 

2,000 

5,000 

10,000 

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 


