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Water-Data Report 2012 

08387000 RIO RUIDOSO AT HOLLYWOOD, NM 
Upper Pecos Basin 

Rio Hondo Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°19'36.09", long 105°37'31.20" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Lincoln County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13060008, on center 
pier on downstream side of bridge on Frieden Bloom Street in Hollywood, 0.1 mi north of U.S. Highway 70, 0.7 mi downstream from Gavilan Canyon, 
1.7 mi downstream from Carrizo Creek, and at mile 24.4. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--120 mi², approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1953 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 6,416 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Priorto Oct. 13, 1961, water-stage recorder at site 
0.95 mi downstream of current site at datum54.28 ft lower. Oct. 13, 1961 to Mar. 8, 1962, water-stage recorder at site 15 ft upstreamfrom previous 
site, 0.95 mi downstream from current site at datum 53.98 ft lower. Mar. 8, 1962 toJune 18, 1965, water-stage recorder at site 30 ft upstream of 
previous site, 0.95 mi downstreamof current site at datum 53.58 ft lower. June 18, 1965 to Mar. 28, 1985, water-stage recorderat previous site, 0.95 
mi downstream of current site at datum 54.58 ft lower. Mar. 28, 1985 toApril 16,2008, water-stage recorder at current site, at datum 4.00 ft higher. 
Satellite telemeterat station. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Village of Ruidoso diverts from right bank 7.0 mi upstream for 
municipal use and returns a portion of this water as effluent from sewage disposal plant downstream from the gage. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--The flood of July 27, 2008, gage-height of 12.08 ft is the highest since 1941. The flood of Sept. 29, 1941, is 
probably the highest since at least 1904 (discharge not determined). 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08387000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 4.6 2.9 5.6 6.5 6.6 4.9 12 4.2 4.8 4.3 3.6 3.6 
2 4.4 2.9 4.0 6.3 6.4 4.5 13 3.8 4.4 4.0 3.0 3.2 
3 4.5 3.1 6.2 6.4 6.2 4.2 12 3.3 4.4 5.4 2.8 3.1 
4 9.6 3.4 5.6 6.6 6.1 3.9 10 2.9 4.4 10 4.2 3.5 
5 3.8 4.3 6.0 e6.5 5.9 3.9 9.5 2.5 4.7 16 2.9 7.0 

6 2.2 4.2 6.1 e6.8 5.9 3.9 9.4 2.2 4.2 9.4 3.8 8.6 
7 2.1 4.3 6.2 e6.3 6.5 4.1 9.6 2.1 3.6 8.7 3.8 20 
8 2.1 4.3 6.8 e6.5 6.9 4.3 9.0 3.0 3.6 11 7.5 12 
9 2.2 4.4 6.8 e6.4 7.3 4.5 9.1 4.3 3.4 8.7 4.1 11 

10 2.3 4.3 6.9 e6.3 6.9 4.5 8.4 6.1 3.1 18 3.6 10 

11 2.2 4.2 7.2 e6.9 5.7 5.0 8.9 9.3 2.9 10 2.8 9.9 
12 2.7 4.1 7.1 e6.3 6.0 5.1 8.5 14 2.8 8.7 4.4 9.1 
13 2.5 4.5 12 e7.4 6.2 4.6 8.3 12 2.8 7.2 5.7 22 
14 3.0 4.5 16 e8.0 6.2 3.9 7.7 13 2.7 6.5 3.8 17 
15 3.4 4.7 9.9 e8.4 6.2 4.0 7.4 10 2.6 5.9 4.8 14 

16 2.8 4.9 8.4 e11 6.5 4.3 6.5 8.8 3.5 5.4 3.7 13 
17 2.7 4.6 6.9 e9.0 7.5 4.5 6.1 7.4 4.1 6.0 7.5 11 
18 2.6 5.2 6.3 e7.6 6.0 5.5 5.5 7.3 3.7 5.8 6.7 11 
19 2.7 4.5 7.2 e7.2 5.4 6.6 5.2 8.0 3.6 4.0 8.5 9.9 
20 2.9 4.2 6.6 e7.1 5.2 6.2 5.4 7.6 3.7 2.6 2.1 8.6 

21 3.2 4.9 6.4 e7.4 5.0 5.9 5.3 7.4 3.8 2.2 20 8.6 
22 3.1 4.8 7.2 e7.4 5.4 6.4 5.4 6.6 5.8 5.2 12 8.1 
23 3.4 5.5 6.9 e7.1 5.0 6.0 5.8 6.6 4.4 3.6 11 7.7 
24 3.2 5.6 7.8 e7.0 5.0 6.2 5.7 6.9 4.0 5.3 10 7.4 
25 3.7 6.0 7.7 6.5 4.8 7.5 5.9 6.7 3.2 5.6 9.3 7.1 

26 4.9 4.7 7.8 6.3 4.5 8.9 6.2 6.5 3.1 11 12 7.1 
27 6.2 4.6 7.0 6.0 4.6 10 6.3 6.1 2.9 5.7 8.1 7.6 
28 3.5 4.5 7.0 6.0 4.9 11 6.2 5.9 2.6 5.2 5.8 11 
29 3.3 4.2 6.8 5.9 5.1 12 5.6 5.6 2.5 5.7 5.2 11 
30 3.2 5.1 6.7 6.1 --- 13 5.0 5.3 4.0 4.0 4.6 7.8 
31 3.2 --- 6.5 8.0 --- 13 --- 5.1 --- 3.4 4.2 --- 

Total 106.2 133.4 225.6 217.2 169.9 192.3 228.9 200.5 109.3 214.5 191.5 290.9 
Mean 3.43 4.45 7.28 7.01 5.86 6.20 7.63 6.47 3.64 6.92 6.18 9.70 
Max 9.6 6.0 16 11 7.5 13 13 14 5.8 18 20 22 
Min 2.1 2.9 4.0 5.9 4.5 3.9 5.0 2.1 2.5 2.2 2.1 3.1 
Ac-ft 211 265 447 431 337 381 454 398 217 425 380 577 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1954 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 14.8 12.2 13.2 11.2 13.9 22.4 33.7 27.4 12.6 13.8 25.1 21.0 
Max 82.2 69.0 130 61.5 58.6 91.2 123 102 52.3 63.5 162 120 
(WY) (2007) (1987) (1985) (1985) (1985) (1985) (2010) (1973) (1986) (2008) (1984) (2006) 
Min 1.72 2.41 2.67 2.65 2.86 3.05 2.23 1.79 1.16 2.31 4.19 2.34 
(WY) (1961) (1961) (1965) (1956) (1971) (1971) (1971) (1967) (1959) (1964) (1960) (1960) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1954 - 2012 
Annual total  2,089.0    2,280.2    
Annual mean  5.72    6.23    a18.5   
Highest annual mean    49.7 1987  
Lowest annual mean    4.17 1964  
Highest daily mean  17 Aug   7   22 Sep 13   1,130 Dec 20, 1984  
Lowest daily mean  2.1 Oct   7   2.1 Oct   7   0.33 Jul 25, 2008  
Annual seven-day minimum  2.3 Oct   6   2.3 Oct   6   0.61 May   7, 1964  
Maximum peak flow   181 Aug 21   b3,400 Jul 27, 2008  
Maximum peak stage   5.31 Aug 21   c12.08 Jul 27, 2008  
Instantaneous low flow   0.38 Jun 13   0.00 Apr 22, 2008  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  4,140    4,520    13,370   
10 percent exceeds  8.0    10    42   
50 percent exceeds  5.4    5.9    10   
90 percent exceeds  3.3    3.1    3.6   
a Average discharge for 28 years (water years 1954-81), 14.9 ft³/s, 10,800 acre-ft/yr, for period when sewage disposal plant effluent was 

discharge upstream form gage. 
b From rating curve extended on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow. 
c Maximum recorded, actual peak unknown. 
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