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Water-Data Report 2012 

08316500 NICHOLS RESERVOIR NEAR SANTA FE, NM 
Rio Grande-Elephant Butte Basin 
Rio Grande-Santa Fe Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°41′22″, long 105°52′48″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Santa Fe County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13020201, in Santa Fe 
National Forest, at Nichols Dam on Santa Fe River, 0.6 mi east of Twomile Reservoir, 3.3 mi east of Santa Fe, and at mile 34.4. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--22.8 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1943 to September 1965 (monthend contents only), October 1965 to current year. Prior to January 1980 at site on outlet 
tower. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of gage is 7,313.2 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

COOPERATION.--Survey to compute capacity table and supplementary gage readings provided by Sangre de Cristo Water Co. and City of Santa Fe. 

REMARKS.--Records good except where estimated, which are poor. Reservoir is formed by earthfill dam. No contents prior to Mar. 16, 1943. Capacity, 685 
acre-ft between gage heights 121.2 ft, bottom of lower operational gate, and 167.0 ft, crest of spillway. Dead storage, 14 acre-ft. Water is for 
municipal use of City of Santa Fe. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum contents, 836 acre-ft, June 8, 1952, gage height, 171.8 ft; minimum, 16 acre-ft, Feb. 11 to Mar. 10, 1944, 
Feb. 1-19, 1948. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum contents, 566 acre-ft, Nov. 8, elevation, 162.78 ft; minimum, 209 acre-ft, Apr. 19, elevation, 145.38 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08316500&agency_cd=USGS
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RESERVOIR STORAGE, ACRE FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY OBSERVATION AT 2400 HOURS 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 479 557 558 552 510 363 245 279 451 461 462 492 
2 481 559 558 552 508 357 239 285 452 465 460 487 
3 483 561 558 551 505 351 234 288 451 468 458 482 
4 487 561 e558 551 499 344 230 292 452 472 456 477 
5 490 562 e557 550 493 339 232 295 455 476 453 472 

6 493 564 e557 550 488 333 234 302 460 481 452 468 
7 497 565 e557 550 485 328 235 312 464 487 453 463 
8 500 566 e556 549 480 322 236 321 467 496 454 459 
9 502 565 555 549 474 316 236 330 470 503 455 454 

10 505 565 556 549 467 311 229 338 473 509 455 449 

11 508 565 555 549 461 306 229 346 475 511 456 445 
12 509 564 556 548 455 301 229 353 476 508 455 445 
13 512 564 557 548 449 297 230 362 477 506 452 443 
14 515 564 558 548 443 295 231 371 478 503 454 441 
15 516 563 557 548 437 295 231 379 478 500 453 439 

16 519 563 557 549 430 294 225 390 479 497 454 435 
17 521 563 557 548 427 293 217 398 479 495 457 431 
18 523 562 556 548 424 290 209 406 479 493 462 425 
19 526 562 556 548 423 287 211 412 478 490 465 419 
20 529 561 555 548 418 284 217 419 476 488 466 415 

21 e531 561 555 545 413 281 224 425 474 487 465 412 
22 e534 561 555 542 408 277 230 430 472 486 464 407 
23 e536 560 555 537 403 274 236 430 469 484 466 402 
24 538 560 555 534 e397 272 242 428 465 482 471 397 
25 540 560 554 530 e392 269 248 427 462 480 475 394 

26 543 561 554 526 e387 267 253 428 456 478 479 389 
27 546 560 553 522 e382 265 259 433 453 475 484 385 
28 548 560 553 518 375 263 264 438 451 473 488 380 
29 550 560 553 515 369 259 269 441 454 470 491 376 
30 553 559 552 514 --- 256 274 445 458 468 495 372 
31 555 --- 552 512 --- 251 --- 448 --- 465 496 --- 

Max 555 566 558 552 510 363 274 448 479 511 496 492 
Min 479 557 552 512 369 251 209 279 451 461 452 372 
End of month elevation, in feet 
 162.39 162.53 162.28 160.77 154.69 148.17 149.7 158.15 158.57 158.87 160.2 154.84 
Change in contents, in acre-feet 
 78 4 -7 -40 -143 -118 23 174 10 7 31 -124 

 
 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 

Max 566 566 
Min 190 209 
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