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Water-Data Report 2012 

08245000 CONEJOS RIVER BELOW PLATORO RESERVOIR, CO 
Rio Grande Headwaters Basin 

Conejos Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°21′18″, long 106°32′37″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Conejos County, CO, Hydrologic Unit 13010005, Rio Grande 
National Forest, on left bank 1,100 ft downstream from valvehouse for Platoro Reservoir and 0.7 mi northwest of Platoro. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--40 mi², approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1952 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and concrete control. Datum of gage is 9,866.60 ft above NGVD of 1929, (levels by U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation). 

COOPERATION.--Records collected and computed by Colorado Division of Water Resources and reviewed by Geological Survey. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good except for the period from Dec. 1 to Mar. 28, which is fair. Flow completely regulated by Platoro 
Reservoir (station 08244500) 0.2 mi upstream since Nov. 7, 1951. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Oct. 5, 1911, is the greatest since at least 1854, from information obtained from local residents in 
1959. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08245000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 28 138 8.4 8.8 7.1 8.0 135 141 236 172 96 31 
2 28 137 8.3 8.9 7.5 7.9 136 99 235 180 95 31 
3 42 137 8.3 9.0 7.6 7.9 137 111 235 160 89 30 
4 53 136 8.3 9.0 7.6 8.1 136 183 212 143 89 30 
5 103 136 8.3 9.0 7.6 8.1 137 296 183 143 77 38 

6 131 135 8.3 9.0 7.7 8.1 132 327 177 157 101 44 
7 167 135 8.8 8.7 7.7 8.1 101 364 186 151 98 37 
8 150 134 8.4 8.7 7.7 8.0 93 321 184 127 100 16 
9 130 134 8.4 8.7 7.0 9.2 112 268 177 127 143 15 

10 146 88 8.5 9.1 7.0 9.9 165 203 164 119 107 19 

11 138 36 8.6 9.2 7.0 9.9 212 120 168 98 80 19 
12 132 22 8.7 9.2 7.0 10 239 87 174 83 80 19 
13 114 22 8.8 9.2 7.0 15 229 77 159 68 73 80 
14 110 25 8.7 9.3 7.2 17 171 75 159 62 68 79 
15 115 32 8.4 9.4 7.3 18 131 99 171 81 81 46 

16 115 35 8.5 9.4 7.3 18 67 128 150 70 74 37 
17 127 28 8.6 9.2 7.4 18 51 181 136 67 63 28 
18 124 20 8.7 9.0 7.4 18 77 233 136 65 63 22 
19 117 23 8.7 8.8 7.5 21 91 234 134 45 74 19 
20 131 22 8.7 7.8 7.5 23 90 204 120 33 65 20 

21 140 21 9.0 7.0 7.6 27 91 241 113 31 53 31 
22 140 21 9.0 6.9 7.6 30 102 282 133 31 53 34 
23 140 18 9.0 6.7 7.6 30 169 308 143 41 52 30 
24 140 16 9.0 6.6 7.5 31 242 311 142 60 55 24 
25 139 16 9.1 6.7 7.6 33 301 268 159 77 57 17 

26 139 15 8.9 6.7 7.6 35 333 232 179 87 48 31 
27 139 15 8.8 6.8 7.7 38 346 232 180 100 41 34 
28 139 16 8.8 6.7 7.6 53 325 210 175 93 51 28 
29 138 16 8.8 6.6 8.0 74 254 194 186 86 59 25 
30 138 10 8.8 6.6 --- 118 188 211 179 86 39 31 
31 138 --- 8.8 6.7 --- 134 --- 231 --- 86 29 --- 

Total 3,731 1,739 268.4 253.4 215.9 854.2 4,993 6,471 5,085 2,929 2,253 945 
Mean 120 58.0 8.66 8.17 7.44 27.6 166 209 170 94.5 72.7 31.5 
Max 167 138 9.1 9.4 8.0 134 346 364 236 180 143 80 
Min 28 10 8.3 6.6 7.0 7.9 51 75 113 31 29 15 
Ac-ft 7,400 3,450 532 503 428 1,690 9,900 12,840 10,090 5,810 4,470 1,870 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 48.5 53.3 10.2 10.4 11.0 10.6 54.0 229 327 209 94.1 53.1 
Max 194 406 50.0 50.0 102 27.6 252 492 609 610 429 164 
(WY) (2006) (1966) (1986) (1986) (1983) (2012) (1995) (1974) (1982) (1952) (1952) (1982) 
Min 1.92 2.00 2.00 3.20 3.00 3.00 3.00 16.9 87.0 18.6 3.90 3.34 
(WY) (1957) (1957) (1957) (1991) (1957) (1957) (1957) (1958) (1977) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1952 - 2012 
Annual total  39,449.4    29,737.9    
Annual mean  108    81.3    91.9   
Highest annual mean    137 1986  
Lowest annual mean    34.8 2002  
Highest daily mean  617 Jun 14   364 May   7   1,150 Oct 28, 1957  
Lowest daily mean  4.8 Mar 20   6.6 Jan 24   a0.00 Oct 16, 1955  
Annual seven-day minimum  4.8 Mar 20   6.7 Jan 24   0.16 Oct 15, 1955  
Maximum peak flow   390 May   7   1,160 Nov   1, 1957  
Maximum peak stage   2.61 May   7   b4.02 Nov   1, 1957  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  78,250    58,990    66,550   
10 percent exceeds  383    185    293   
50 percent exceeds  34    53    18   
90 percent exceeds  7.4    7.7    7.0   
a Also occurred Oct 17-20, 1955. 
b Maximum gage height, 4.29 ft, Jun 15, 1958. 
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