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Water-Data Report 2012 

06913500 MARAIS DES CYGNES RIVER NEAR OTTAWA, KS 
Osage Basin 

Upper Marais Des Cygnes Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°37′05″, long 95°16′05″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.36, T.16 S., R.19 E., Franklin County, 
KS, Hydrologic Unit 10290101, on right bank at downstream side of Main Street Bridge, on U.S. Highway 59, 1.0 mi downstream of Eightmile Creek, 
and at mile 398.0. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,250 mi², approximately. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1902 to October 1905, October 1918 to current year. Published as Osage River at Ottawa 1902-05, and as Osage River near 
Ottawa 1918-47. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1006: 1923, 1927, 1929. WSP 1440: 1904-05, 1922, 1929(M), 1935, 1941-43, 1944-45(M), drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 857.68 ft above NGVD of 1929. Aug. 26, 1902, to Oct. 31, 1905, nonrecording gages at Main Street Bridge 
in Ottawa at different datums. Oct. 27, 1918, to Sept. 4, 1962, water-stage recorder at Seventh Street Bridge, 0.9 mi downstream at datum 0.47 ft 
higher. Sept. 5, 1962, to Aug. 8, 1971, water-stage recorder at sewage disposal plant at datum 857.68 ft. Aug. 9, 1971, to July 23, 1987, water-stage 
recorder outside sewage disposal plant at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good. Flow regulated since 1973 by Melvern Lake (station 06910997) and since 1964 by Pomona Lake (station 06912490). Many small 
diversions upstream from station. Satellite telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--The flood of 1951 is the highest known since Ottawa was settled (about 1864) according to information 
reported in "Climate of Kansas - 1948." Flood of June 13 or 14, 1844, reached a stage of about 1.5 ft lower than that in 1951 according to same 
information. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 7,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Mar 22 1345 *3,490 *13.99 

 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=06913500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 50 28 70 52 40 143 455 754 65 28 78 79 
2 47 34 59 48 39 129 432 1,590 48 25 78 71 
3 38 36 84 47 75 101 411 662 40 26 81 67 
4 34 28 93 47 111 89 400 389 39 51 83 67 
5 34 27 83 47 234 79 1,040 299 37 61 82 63 

6 34 39 68 47 220 73 1,190 249 37 61 82 55 
7 32 66 60 46 160 69 604 253 36 61 83 48 
8 33 121 59 45 119 74 488 301 37 91 83 41 
9 33 94 57 47 98 71 440 240 36 107 80 48 

10 36 70 54 47 87 89 411 201 36 107 75 49 

11 36 60 54 45 77 105 388 185 32 106 74 50 
12 36 65 55 46 67 124 375 172 32 105 74 51 
13 35 78 57 35 74 239 368 161 35 108 74 58 
14 36 78 64 46 72 214 369 159 29 104 79 63 
15 43 74 60 46 74 163 366 161 29 104 81 56 

16 41 70 55 47 79 136 355 159 32 108 80 54 
17 34 65 48 43 79 119 377 125 33 104 77 58 
18 33 63 46 44 78 107 190 59 31 95 69 61 
19 34 64 108 42 75 140 109 46 30 82 60 59 
20 35 64 718 37 77 981 100 40 30 76 57 65 

21 35 70 985 41 86 1,910 94 41 39 75 67 61 
22 48 72 379 48 85 3,060 91 38 34 77 61 61 
23 38 72 190 48 93 3,270 88 37 30 77 61 60 
24 27 69 120 41 85 2,140 88 38 29 77 61 61 
25 25 68 92 42 78 968 87 53 29 80 69 69 

26 23 97 77 45 71 591 85 54 30 98 65 92 
27 24 82 71 44 66 642 84 43 31 99 56 111 
28 24 76 65 43 69 617 82 40 31 82 54 110 
29 27 73 64 40 70 565 162 37 31 80 59 88 
30 28 71 62 42 --- 526 321 38 31 77 62 78 
31 26 --- 59 40 --- 486 --- 69 --- 77 67 --- 

Mean 34.2 65.8 133 44.5 91.0 581 335 216 34.6 80.9 71.4 65.1 
Max 50 121 985 52 234 3,270 1,190 1,590 65 108 83 111 
Min 23 27 46 35 39 69 82 37 29 25 54 41 
Ac-ft 2,100 3,920 8,160 2,730 5,230 35,740 19,930 13,280 2,060 4,980 4,390 3,880 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1903 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 495 547 406 319 450 785 1,099 1,195 1,507 877 324 427 
Max 6,546 6,913 3,820 2,011 2,578 4,422 8,859 5,602 6,456 13,580 3,683 4,581 
(WY) (1942) (1999) (1945) (1941) (1949) (1973) (1944) (2007) (2005) (1951) (1950) (1951) 
Min 0.03 0.33 0.06 0.23 1.14 1.88 9.52 51.6 7.87 0.19 0.52 0.00 
(WY) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1956) (1956) (1965) (1936) (1940) (1936) (1939) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1903 - 2012 
Annual mean  361    147    706   
Highest annual mean    2,332 1999  
Lowest annual mean    26.0 1956  
Highest daily mean  7,930 Feb 28   3,270 Mar 23   134,000 Jul 12, 1951  
Lowest daily mean  18 Jul 29   23 Oct 26   0.00 Jun 27, 1920  
Annual seven-day minimum  25 Oct 25   25 Oct 25   0.00 Jul   1, 1933  
Maximum peak flow   3,490 Mar 22   142,000 Jul 11, 1951  
Maximum peak stage   13.99 Mar 22   42.50 Jul 11, 1951  
Instantaneous low flow   21 Oct 26                      0.00              at times 
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  261,600    106,400    511,400   
10 percent exceeds  1,170    331    1,720   
50 percent exceeds  67    69    100   
90 percent exceeds  36    34    5.0   
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