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Water-Data Report 2012 

05534000 DES PLAINES RIVER AT ROMEOVILLE, IL 
Upper Illinois Basin 

Des Plaines Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°38′25″, long 88°04′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.3, T.36 N., R.10 E., Will County, IL, 
Hydrologic Unit 07120004, on right downstream side of the third of four bridges east of Romoeville on Romeoville Road (135th St), 0.7 mi. east of 
Route 53 (independence Blvd), 7.2 miles downstream from Sawmill Creek, 3 miles above confluence of Des Plaines River and Chicago Sanitary Ship 
Canal, and at river mile 23.4 

DRAINAGE AREA.--696 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.— 
SURFACE-WATER DISCHARGE AND STAGE 

DISCHARGE: September 1914 to October 1914 (published as "at Romeo"). June 2008 to July 2012. (discontinued) 
STAGE: June 2008 to July 2012. (discontinued) 
PARTIAL RECORD: Discharge measurement 1914. 

SURFACE-WATER QUALITY 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1974-77 (published as "at Romeo"). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder, and cellphone telemeter. Datum of gage is 571.47 ft above NAVD of 1988. 

REMARKS.--Discharge records poor. During periods of extreme high flows, river overflows into the Chicago Ship and Sanitary Canal upstream from the 
gage. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
SURFACE-WATER DISCHARGE AND STAGE: maximum discharge, 10,500 ft³/s , gage height, 13.65 ft, September 15, 2008; minimum discharge, 134 

ft³/s, July 10, 11 and 13, 2012. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=05534000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,280 340 1,000 e744 e859 1,060 1,010 792 684 278 --- --- 
2 1,000 313 852 e735 e916 1,180 885 847 1,020 402 --- --- 
3 800 311 752 e689 e916 1,240 782 790 777 320 --- --- 
4 651 333 805 e654 e869 1,260 708 1,000 563 224 --- --- 
5 530 352 887 e620 e820 1,180 625 1,280 410 189 --- --- 

6 443 331 819 e575 e747 1,090 559 936 345 188 --- --- 
7 383 330 735 540 697 1,020 507 1,430 302 253 --- --- 
8 327 556 689 517 646 1,020 466 1,740 278 188 --- --- 
9 297 1,510 642 487 602 1,090 436 1,450 265 145 --- --- 

10 272 1,850 644 477 575 1,050 416 1,190 247 139 --- --- 

11 255 1,720 627 453 565 982 395 1,050 219 138 --- --- 
12 247 1,490 584 433 553 959 369 978 217 139 --- --- 
13 257 1,260 544 436 522 1,030 359 914 215 139 --- --- 
14 360 1,070 735 e424 456 1,020 364 803 209 286 --- --- 
15 386 935 1,700 e407 451 1,010 673 738 201 452 --- --- 

16 330 852 2,200 443 467 1,010 1,360 704 189 394 --- --- 
17 317 797 e1,960 463 518 993 1,750 643 257 --- --- --- 
18 313 712 e1,490 689 529 960 1,730 573 486 --- --- --- 
19 289 640 e1,150 e641 506 920 1,530 517 394 --- --- --- 
20 518 581 e968 e584 479 893 1,250 476 296 --- --- --- 

21 786 522 e841 e782 466 871 1,040 443 275 --- --- --- 
22 600 526 e757 e1,220 478 846 906 413 226 --- --- --- 
23 465 590 e722 e1,600 470 909 775 375 195 --- --- --- 
24 446 630 e654 e1,890 524 1,430 712 351 180 --- --- --- 
25 522 569 e613 e1,630 772 1,570 647 345 170 --- --- --- 

26 517 573 e578 e1,190 778 1,370 596 296 155 --- --- --- 
27 467 1,230 e568 e989 720 1,200 561 289 152 --- --- --- 
28 415 1,810 e610 e916 756 1,130 540 396 150 --- --- --- 
29 383 1,560 e558 e911 813 1,080 613 345 160 --- --- --- 
30 328 1,210 e575 e880 --- 1,020 634 301 213 --- --- --- 
31 314 --- e757 e839 --- 1,100 --- 276 --- --- --- --- 

Total 14,498 25,503 27,016 23,858 18,470 33,493 23,198 22,681 9,450 --- --- --- 
Mean 468 850 871 770 637 1,080 773 732 315 --- --- --- 
Max 1,280 1,850 2,200 1,890 916 1,570 1,750 1,740 1,020 --- --- --- 
Min 247 311 544 407 451 846 359 276 150 --- --- --- 
Cfsm 0.67 1.22 1.25 1.11 0.92 1.55 1.11 1.05 0.45 --- --- --- 
In. 0.77 1.36 1.44 1.28 0.99 1.79 1.24 1.21 0.51 --- --- --- 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 2008 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 558 643 882 800 926 1,657 1,355 1,551 1,210 972 817 862 
Max 938 939 1,281 1,079 1,474 2,303 1,787 2,054 1,891 1,324 1,194 2,137 
(WY) (2010) (2010) (2009) (2009) (2009) (2009) (2011) (2009) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2008) 
Min 222 302 275 407 546 1,080 773 732 315 586 487 319 
(WY) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2010) (2012) (2012) (2012) (2012) (2009) (2008) (2009) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Years 2008 - 2012 
Annual total  395,442    
Annual mean  1,083    1,082   
Highest annual mean   1,201 2009  
Lowest annual mean   967 2011  
Highest daily mean  4,410 Jul 25   9,500 Sep 15, 2008  
Lowest daily mean  A156 Feb   2   138 Jul 11, 2012  
Annual seven-day minimum  184 Jan 30   163 Jul   7, 2012  
Maximum peak flow   10,500 Sep 15, 2008  
Maximum peak stage   13.65 Sep 15, 2008  
Instantaneous low flow   134                  B 
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.56    1.55   
Annual runoff (inches)  21.14    21.13   
10 percent exceeds  2,290    2,530   
50 percent exceeds  866    732   
90 percent exceeds  237    240   
A Estimated due to backwater from ice 
B July 10, 11 and 13, 2012.  
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GAGE HEIGHT, FEET 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 11.01 10.09 10.80 --- --- 10.85 10.81 10.62 10.48 9.98 --- --- 
2 10.80 10.04 10.68 --- --- 10.94 10.71 10.67 10.81 10.18 --- --- 
3 10.63 10.04 10.59 --- --- 10.98 10.61 10.62 10.61 10.05 --- --- 
4 10.48 10.07 10.64 --- --- 11.00 10.54 10.79 10.39 9.87 --- --- 
5 10.35 10.10 10.71 --- --- 10.94 10.46 11.01 10.19 9.80 --- --- 

6 10.24 10.07 10.65 --- --- 10.87 10.38 10.75 10.09 9.79 --- --- 
7 10.15 10.07 10.57 10.36 10.53 10.82 10.32 11.10 10.02 9.93 --- --- 
8 10.06 10.35 10.52 10.33 10.48 10.82 10.27 11.31 9.98 9.79 --- --- 
9 10.01 11.16 10.48 10.30 10.43 10.87 10.23 11.13 9.95 9.68 --- --- 

10 9.97 11.38 10.48 10.28 10.40 10.84 10.20 10.94 9.92 9.66 --- --- 

11 9.94 11.30 10.46 10.25 10.39 10.79 10.17 10.84 9.86 9.66 --- --- 
12 9.92 11.15 10.41 10.22 10.37 10.77 10.13 10.78 9.86 9.66 --- --- 
13 9.94 10.99 10.37 10.23 10.33 10.82 10.12 10.73 9.85 9.66 --- --- 
14 10.12 10.86 10.55 10.27 10.26 10.82 10.12 10.63 9.84 9.97 --- --- 
15 10.16 10.75 11.28 10.29 10.25 10.81 10.48 10.57 9.82 10.25 --- --- 

16 10.07 10.68 11.57 10.24 10.27 10.81 11.06 10.54 9.79 10.17 --- --- 
17 10.05 10.63 --- 10.26 10.33 10.80 11.32 10.48 9.93 --- --- --- 
18 10.04 10.55 --- 10.52 10.35 10.77 11.31 10.40 10.29 --- --- --- 
19 10.00 10.47 --- 10.55 10.32 10.74 11.18 10.33 10.17 --- --- --- 
20 10.31 10.41 --- 10.79 10.28 10.71 10.98 10.28 10.01 --- --- --- 

21 10.62 10.34 --- --- 10.27 10.69 10.83 10.24 9.97 --- --- --- 
22 10.43 10.34 --- --- 10.28 10.67 10.72 10.20 9.88 --- --- --- 
23 10.27 10.42 --- --- 10.27 10.73 10.61 10.14 9.81 --- --- --- 
24 10.24 10.46 --- --- 10.34 11.11 10.55 10.10 9.77 --- --- --- 
25 10.34 10.39 --- --- 10.60 11.20 10.48 10.09 9.75 --- --- --- 

26 10.33 10.40 --- --- 10.61 11.07 10.43 10.01 9.71 --- --- --- 
27 10.27 10.96 --- --- 10.55 10.95 10.39 10.0 9.70 --- --- --- 
28 10.20 11.35 --- --- 10.59 10.90 10.36 10.17 9.69 --- --- --- 
29 10.15 11.20 --- --- 10.64 10.86 10.44 10.09 9.72 --- --- --- 
30 10.07 10.96 --- --- --- 10.81 10.47 10.02 9.85 --- --- --- 
31 10.04 --- --- --- --- 10.88 --- 9.98 --- --- --- --- 

Mean 10.23 10.60 --- --- --- 10.86 10.56 10.50 9.99 --- --- --- 
Max 11.01 11.38 --- --- --- 11.20 11.32 11.31 10.81 --- --- --- 
Min 9.92 10.04 --- --- --- 10.67 10.12 9.98 9.69 --- --- --- 
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